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MEMBERSHIP OF THE FLORIDA
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
OF 1868: A CASE STUDY OF
REPUBLICAN FACTIONALISM
IN THE RECONSTRUCTION
SOUTH
by R ICHARD L. H UME *

with provisions of the Reconstruction Acts, memI NbersACCORD
of the Florida constitutional convention assembled in

Tallahassee in mid-January of 1868. An examination of the
historiography of this controversial gathering, a body charged
with framing the constitution which was to take effect when the
state was returned to civilian rule, quickly reveals the existence
of the standard Dunningite-revisionist dispute which has so
characterized most writing on the postwar South. William
Watson Davis, who completed his classic work on Reconstruction in Florida under the direction of William A. Dunning
himself, believed that the delegates who attended the Florida
“Black and Tan” convention were men of little ability. 1 In
1913, his evaluation of the membership of that body, an evaluation which was similar in most respects to those contained in
“Dunning studies” of Reconstruction in other southern states,
was therefore quite uncomplimentary. In this regard, he noted
that “these prospective constitution makers bade fair to be
rather a motley assemblage, even to an optimist. Crass ignorance, aggressiveness, vulgarity and a mixture of colors were
their most protuberant characteristics.“2
Unlike Davis and other members of the “Dunning school,”
recent revisionist scholars have tended to view the achievements
of the members of these bodies with a considerable degree of
* Mr. Hume is assistant professor of history at Washington State Uni-

versity, Pullman. Research for this article was supported in part by
funds provided by the Washington State University Graduate School.

1. The ten state constitutional conventions which assembled following the
passage of the Reconstruction Acts of March 1867 were often mockingly
branded as “Black and Tan” conventions by southern white opponents
of congressional Reconstruction.
2. William Watson Davis, The Civil War and Reconstruction in Florida
(New York, 1913; facsimile edition, Gainesville, 1964), 497.

[1]
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sympathy. In one of the few revisionist monographs that have
focused on Reconstruction in a single ex-Confederate state,
Joe M. Richardson, for example, challenged Davis’s evaluation
of the abilities of those who served in the Florida “Black and
Tan” convention. Accepting the judgment of Solon Robinson,
a New York Tribune reporter who observed several of that
body’s initial meetings, Richardson concluded that the convention’s general intellectual level “compared favorably with
any past legislative body of any Southern state or with any of
the new states in the country.“3
The body over which Davis and Richardson disagree, one
of the ten “Black and Tan” conventions which met in the exConfederate states from late 1867 through early 1869, has not
received the attention it deserves. In this gathering, as in those
in other southern states, whites and blacks met in the nation’s
first truly biracial effort to adjust to the realities of emancipation in the postwar South. Despite the significance of this
critical fact, however, we have had no systematic study, from
either the Dunningite or the revisionist point of view, which
deals with the backgrounds of the members of the various
Reconstruction assemblies.4 In the case of Florida, as in the
case with other southern states, historians have instead tended
to offer only rather vague generalizations concerning the members of these gatherings and the policies which they supported.5
These studies have not been based on detailed and precise information concerning each of the delegates, and their generalizations are sometimes unduely influenced by opinions concerning either the wisdom of the policies of congressional Reconstruction or the political capabilities of the newly-enfranchised
freedmen. 6
3.
4.

5.

6.

Joe M. Richardson, The Negro in the Reconstruction of Florida, 18651877 (Tallahassee, 1965), 153-54.
For an attempt at such a systematic study of these assemblies, see
Richard L. Hume, “The ‘Black and Tan’ Constitutional Conventions of
1867-1869 in Ten Former Conferedate States: A Study of Their Membership” (Ph.D. dissertation, University of Washington, 1969), passim.
Richardson, The Negro in the Reconstruction of Florida, 152-54, does
offer biographical information on more prominent members of the Florida convention. Davis, Civil War and Reconstruction in Florida, fn 49394, is imprecise; in some instances he incorrectly lists several members of
the constitutional convention of 1865 as delegates to the convention of
1868.
For a discussion of this problem in Reconstruction historiography, see
Thomas J. Pressly, “Racial Attitudes, Scholarship, and Reconstruction:

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol51/iss1/1

8

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 51, Number 1
FLORIDA CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

OF

1868

3

To help resolve this problem in the case of Florida, this
article presents a systematic examination of each of the members of the state’s 1868 constitutional convention. Materials
from the convention journal, newspapers, manuscript collections, county and local histories, and data gleaned from the
1870 manuscript census have been combined in an effort to
offer fresh insights into the background of each of the body’s
individual members. 7 These sources reveal that the Florida
“Black and Tan” convention, a body in which a total of fifty
delegates eventually participated, was composed of nineteen
blacks (Negroes or mulattoes), fifteen southern whites (whites
who had resided in the Confederate states prior to 1860), thirteen outside whites (whites who entered the region after that
date), and three unclassified whites (whites of unknown
origin).8 In addition to so classifying delegates, the author has
consulted the convention journal and works on Florida Reconstruction to determine the voting patterns of the body’s
fifty members.9 Those voting for key proposals designed to
aid blacks, to restrict the actions of ex-Confederates, or to
structure the convention in a “radical” manner have been
classified as “Radicals.” On the other hand, individuals who
voted in opposition to such actions have been identified, for
purposes of this study, as “Conservatives.“10
When twenty-nine members of the Florida “Black and Tan”
convention assembled in Tallahassee on January 20, 1868, the
body’s Republican delegates were badly divided.11 Led by Lib-

7.
8.

9.

10.

11.

A Review Essay,” Journal of Southern History, XXXII (February 1966),
88-93.
For an account focused on the use of the manuscript census in historical research, see Barnes F. Lathrop, “History from the Census
Returns,” Southwestern Historical Quarterly, LI (April 1948), 293-312.
It is difficult to learn the date when some outside white delegates
arrived in Florida. Often, it is possible only to establish that they
arrived with Union forces during or after the war. The place of residence in 1866 is therefore the key factor used to distinguish northern
and southern whites in this study.
Forty-six delegates were originally elected to seats in the convention.
George W. Walker, however, was never seated. In addition to these
elected delegates, five additional delegates were later appointed to the
assembly.
This system of labeling avoids use of the epithets “carpetbagger” and
“scalawag.” Instead, white “reconstructionists” are identified by the
more neutral terms of outside white “Radical” and southern white
“Radical.”
Different sources contain varied figures as to the number of delegates
present at the convention’s initial meeting. The figure here used is
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erty Billings, an outside white, and William Saunders, a
black, the party’s more “Radical” delegates, individuals who
were popularly known as the “mule team,” secured the presidential nomination for Daniel Richards, an outside white, and
pushed for the immediate organization of the assembly.12 This
effort was opposed by a group of less “Radical” delegates who
were led by William J. Purman, an outside white. The members of this latter group hoped to delay decisions on matters
of organization until more of their supporters had arrived in
Tallahassee. Despite Purman’s delaying tactics, however, the
“mule teamers” easily elevated Richards to the convention’s
presidency in a vote of twenty-five to two. This initial test of
strength between the gathering’s two opposing factions saw
Richards’s candidacy endorsed by thirteen blacks, seven southern whites, three outside whites, and two unclassified whites.
Opposed by only two outside whites, the “Radicals” thus quickly organized the convention.13
The control of the assembly by the “mule teamers” was
confirmed on January 22, when the new president announced
appointments to a number of the convention’s standing committees.14 In general, “mule teamers” secured the key committee positions, and the important committee on privileges
and elections, a body which was to judge the validity of contesting claims for convention seats, was composed entirely of
Richards’s supporters.15 The significance of this fact became

12.

13.

14.
15.

based upon the first roll call of that morning which is contained in
the Journal of the Proceedings of the Constitutional Convention of the
State of Florida, Begun and Held at the Capitol, at Tallahassee, on
Monday, January 20th, 1868 (Tallahassee, 1868), 3-4.
The supporters of Richards, Billings, and Saunders were commonly
referred to as the “mule team” because their leaders had used those
animals to tour Florida to gain black support for the Union League.
See Daniel Richards to Elihu B. Washbume, November 19, 1867,
quoted in George C. Osborn, ed., “Letters of a Carpetbagger in Florida,
1866-1869,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XXXVI (January 1958), 263.
Convention Journal, 5. Sources are not in agreement as to the number
of votes cast in this division, but an examination of the convention
journal indicated that it was one of twenty-five to two. For the votes
of individual delegates in this key division involving selection of the
assembly’s president, consult column A of the chart in the appendix.
A “Radical” (R) vote is one endorsing Richards’s presidential candidacy, and a Conservative” (C) vote is one in opposition to his elevation to that office.
Ibid., 12-13.
As then appointed, that committee was composed of Liberty Billings
(outside white) and William Saunders and Charles H. Pearce (both
Negroes).

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol51/iss1/1
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quickly apparent as Purman, heartened by the arrival of more
of his followers, attempted to unseat several “mule teamers”
and reconstitute the assembly. His actions disrupted the convention for a number of days, and the task of framing a new
constitution was forgotten in a conflict involving the eligibility
of several delegates. Nevertheless, on February 1, the “mule
teamers” were successful in thwarting Purman’s challenge to
their control of the convention. At that time, in an extremely
close vote of twenty-one to twenty, Liberty Billings maneuvered
a postponement of additional discussion of the disruptive issue
of eligibility. Despite support from eight outside whites, seven
southern whites, four blacks, and one unclassified white, Purman’s effort to take control of the convention was defeated.
The “mule teamers,” aided by thirteen blacks, four southern
whites, two outside whites, and two unclassified whites, continued to direct the body’s proceedings.16
On February 4, upon returning to the scene of their recent
triumph, Billings and his followers were surprised to discover
that some fourteen of their frustrated opponents had withdrawn
to nearby Monticello in order to frame a rival constitution.17
Undaunted by this unexpected development, the twenty-two
“mule teamers” remaining in Tallahassee, who now maintained
that they represented a quorum of the forty-one delegates actually seated as of February 1, framed their version of a new state
constitution and sent it to Atlanta for approval by General
George Meade, commander of the Third Military District. 18
While awaiting Meade’s endorsement, they were surprised,
however, when the “separatists” returned unexpectedly to Tallahassee on the night of February 10. Numbering now some
twenty-four individuals after gaining additional supporters at
16. Ibid.. 30; Osborn, “Letters of a Carpetbagger,” 267. For the votes
of individual delegates in this key division involving Billings’s successful effort to terminate discussion of the eligibility question, consult
column B of the chart in the appendix. A “Radical” (R) vote is one
endorsing Billings’s effort to table debate on that issue, and a “Conservative” (C) vote is one in opposition to such action. For a discussion
of the debate involved in this struggle, see Jerrell H. Shofner, “The
Constitution of 1868, Florida Historical Quarterly, XLI (April 1963),
361-62.
17. Jacksonville Florida Union, February 15, 1868, lists the fourteen delegates who failed to appear in Tallahassee on February 4. These original
“separatists” were later joined by additional delegates.
18. House Miscellaneous Documents, 40th Cong., 2nd sess., No. 109, 6-21.
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Monticello, this group secured assistance from a detachment
of troops and immediately seized control of the convention hall.
Horatio Jenkins Jr., outside white, was then elected to the
presidency of the reconstituted assembly, and he hurriedly
authorized the formation of a new committee on eligibility.
That body, composed of Purman followers, completed the
“coup” by then recommending that four “mule team” leaders
be expelled from their seats in the convention.19
In response to such actions, General Meade, who hoped to
restore some degree of harmony among Florida’s divided Republicans, rushed to Tallahassee. Upon his arrival on February
17, he was dismayed to discover that rival conventions, each
claiming exclusive authority to frame a new constitution, were
meeting in the city. Nonetheless, this problem was resolved as
Meade implemented a plan whereby Richards and Jenkins
were first pressured to relinquish all claims to the presidency
of their respective assemblies. Delegates from both bodies were
then reassembled as a single group on February 18. At this
critical meeting, Purman’s forces were again successful in
elevating their choice to the convention’s presidency, this time
by a vote of thirty-one to thirteen. In this test, Jenkins’s candidacy for that office was endorsed by twelve southern whites,
nine outside whites, eight blacks, and two unclassified whites,
while it was opposed by a group of ten blacks, one southern
white, an outside white, and an unclassified white. Even though
opposed by a majority of blacks, Purman’s followers had thus
finally wrested control of the convention from the “mule
teamers.“20
Well aware of what had occurred, Jenkins moved quickly
to strengthen his majority in the recently unified assembly. On
February 19, the new committee on eligibility, a body now controlled by Purman delegates, issued several reports calling for
the unseating of key “mule team” leaders on grounds that they

19. For the names of delegates who retook the convention hall, see ibid.,
No. 114, 3-4.
20. Convention Journal, 34-35. For the votes of individual delegates on this
key division involving the selection of a president for the reassembled
convention, consult column C of the chart in the appendix. A “Conservative” (C) vote is one to replace Richards with Jenkins, and a
“Radical” (R) vote is one opposed to such action.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol51/iss1/1

12

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 51, Number 1
F LORIDA CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

OF

7

1868
21

did not reside in the districts which they represented. In the
wake of these demands, Liberty Billings, Charles H. Pearce, and
William Saunders were first expelled from the convention by a
vote of twenty-five to sixteen. Then, in a second vote of twentyfive to sixteen, ex-president Daniel Richards was also removed
from the assembly. Finally, Solon Robinson, the reporter who
had supported the “mule team” in his dispatches to the New
York Tribune, suffered a similar fate.22 By a vote of twentyone to sixteen on February 20, he was forced to relinquish his
right to enter the hall in order to observe the convention’s
proceedings. In each of the three significant divisions involving
these expulsions, a majority of the body’s outside and native
whites supported a “purge” of the “mule teamers.” In turn,
expulsion was opposed in each instance by a majority of the
gathering’s black delegates. Although they had tightened their
control on the assembly, it appears that Purman and Jenkins
had also solidified existing divisions between black and white
Republicans.23
Having survived the expulsion crisis, the committee on
eligibility then became involved in yet another controversy.
This dispute centered around the committee’s efforts to place
additional Purman-Jenkins delegates in seats recently vacated
by “mule team” leaders. A two-part report was submitted, the
first section of which named J. E. Davidson, Ossian B. Hart,
Marcellus L. Stearns, and Richard Wells as official replacements
for the ousted “mule teamers.” After these individuals were
seated by a vote of twenty-two to fourteen, the members of the
convention then acted on a second section of the report.24 Its
21.

The majority on the committee on eligibility, as reconstituted, consisted
of Emanuel Fortune (Negro), William J. Purman (outside white), and
Lyman W. Rowley (southern white). In addition, two “mule team”
delegates, Jesse H. Goss (southern white) and Jonathan C. Gibbs
(Negro), continued to serve as committee members.
22. For Robinson’s reports used in this study, see New York Tribune,
February 5, 8, 10, and 12, 1868.
23. Convention Journal, 42-50. For the votes of individual delegates in
these key divisions concerning expulsion of “mule team” supporters,
consult columns D (the removal of Billings, Pearce, and Saunders), E
(the removal of Richards), and F (the removal of Robinson) in the
chart in the appendix. In each of these divisions, a “Conservative” (C)
vote is one favoring removal of a “mule team” supporter, and a “Radical” (R) vote is one in opposition to such action.
24. Davidson (southern white) replaced Daniel Richards, Hart (southern
white) replaced Liberty Billings, Steams (outside white) replaced William Saunders, and Wells (Negro) replaced Charles H. Pearce.
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adoption, this time in a division of twenty-three to nine, authorized John W. Butler to take a seat which had never been claimed by its originally certified occupant, a certain George W.
Walker. In both votes, significant numbers of black delegates
continued to demonstrate their opposition to the policies of the
leadership of the Purman-Jenkins coalition. Nevertheless, even
with such resistance, the “purge” of the assembly was eventually
successful.25
Having completed this task, Jenkins’s supporters then
moved to secure the passage of their own version of the new
constitution, which in effect was the document they had drafted
originally while at Monticello. It was a rather progressive instrument that provided for enfranchisement of the freedmen and
a tax-supported system of public education. Even so, the “Monticello Constitution” contained several key provisions which were
designed to prevent black rule in Florida, and it was considerably less “radical” than the instrument framed earlier by the
“mule teamers.“26 Aware of this fact at the time of the critical
ratification vote of twenty-eight to sixteen on February 25, 1868,
a group of eleven blacks, four southern whites, and one unclassified white opposed its endorsement. But the PurmanJenkins coalition prevailed, with eleven outside whites, nine
southern whites, six blacks, and two unclassified whites supporting the constitution’s acceptance.27 By early April, when
Congress authorized the submission of that document to Florida’s electorate for approval in the required May ratification
election, the triumph of the Purman-Jenkins forces was com-

25. Ibid., 79-81. For the votes of individual delegates in these key divisions
concerning the seating of new delegates, consult columns G (the seating
of Davidson, Hart, Steams, and Wells) and H (the seating of Butler)
in the chart in the appendix. In each case, a “Conservative” (C) vote
is one favoring the acceptance of a new delegate, and a ‘Radical” (R)
vote is one in opposition to such action. In the November 1867 elections
for scats in the convention, the five newly-seated delegates had been
defeated by the individuals whom they replaced.
26. For a comparison of the two constitutions that stresses the “radicalism”
of the “mule team” document, see Shofner, “Constitution of 1868,”
367-68. Texts of the two constitutions are in House Miscellaneous
Documens, 40th Cong., 2nd sess., No. 109, 6-21, 25-44.
27. Convention Journal, 130. For the votes of individual delegates in the
division involving final passage of the constitution, consult column I
of the chart in the appendix. A “Conservative” (C) vote is one endorsing
that document, and a “Radical” (R) vote is one opposing its acceptance.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol51/iss1/1
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28

plete. The “mule teamers” continued to protest, but to no
avail; their opponent’s version of the new Florida constitution
secured the blessing of Republican leaders in Washington.
In debates involved in the drafting of this document, members of Florida’s “Black and Tan” convention engaged in a
total of approximately forty-nine recorded roll call votes. 29
Nine of these divisions — those involving the seating of rival delegates, selection of the convention’s presiding officials, and the
final adoption of the constitution — have been examined in this
study. These nine divisions form the basis of the political classification of each of the assembly’s fifty delegates, and they reveal
that the constitution was framed by a body composed of
twenty-nine “Conservatives” and twenty-one “Radicals.” The
“Conservative” bloc consisted of eleven southern whites, eleven
outside whites, two unclassified whites, and five blacks. The
“Radical” coalition was composed of fourteen blacks, four
southern whites, two outside whites, and one unclassified white.
Total
50 Delegates
29 “Conservatives”
21 “Radicals”

Outside whites
Southern whites
13 - 26 per cent
15 - 30 per cent
11 “Conservatives” 11 “Conservatives”
4 “Radicals”
2 “Radicals”

Unclassified whites
3 - 6 per cent
2 “Conservatives”
1 “Radical”

Blacks
19 -38 per cent
5 “Conservatives”
14 “Radicals”

The assembly’s nineteen blacks represented north Florida
constituencies with a two-thirds majority (67.1% average —
66.7% median) of freedmen among their electorates.30 As expected, members of this faction were most frequently natives of the
28. For background concerning the process by which the Purman-Jenkins
constitution gained official approval, see “Report of the Secretary of
War, Part 1,” House Executive Documents, No. 1, 40th Cong., 3rd sess.,
93-95; New York Times, April 5, 1868, 5; House Miscellaneous Documents, 40th Cong., 2nd sess., No. 114, passim.
29. Since the activities of February 4-17 were not recorded in the convention journal, roll call votes taken during that period are not reflected in this total.
30. Percentages compiled from figures in American Annual Cyclopaedia
and Register of Important Events of the Year 1867 (New York, 1868),
314. Eighteen blacks were originally elected to the convention and
another was later appointed to a seat. Districts represented by several
blacks have been weighted accordingly in compiling these percentages.
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South Atlantic states. It contained two Florida natives, three
former Georgians, a South Carolinian, two Virginians, two
North Carolina natives, a Tennesseean, a former resident of
Maryland, two immigrants from Pennsylvania, and five individuals of unknown origin. While the 1870 manuscript census
failed to establish the prewar status of these men, it appears
that, with but five exceptions, the body’s blacks were former
slaves and averaged 37.6 years of age in 1868 (median age — 36
years).31 In addition, they were generally literate (thirteen of
fourteen located in the census were literate in 1870) and this,
coupled with the fact that a number of them (six of fifteen)
were mulattoes, suggests that they may have avoided some of
the harsher realities of the institution of slavery.32 By 1870, the
average member of this group, a faction composed of four
ministers, two teachers, three farmers, two barbers, a shoemaker,
three politicians, and a carpenter, held property valued at
$471.77 ($371.42 average value in real property — $100.35 average
33
value in personal property). Since seven (fifty per cent) of the
fourteen members of this faction who were located in the census
owned no real or personal property, however, their median total
property holdings of $200 ($200 real property — no personal
property) probably offer the most revealing picture of the economic standing of the body’s “typical black.”
Five blacks, including Homer Bryan, the contingent’s most
The age and place of birth of fourteen black delegates (twelve positive
identifications and two probable identifications) have been established
through use of the manuscript returns of the Ninth Census of the
United States, 1870, microfilm copies (six rolls for Florida), Washington State University Library, Pullman. The age of William Saunders,
a fifteenth black, was secured in the New York Tribune, February 5,
1868. Material from the manuscript census, supplemented by references
in Richardson, The Negro in the Reconstruction of Florida, suggests
that five blacks bad not experienced slavery. O. B. Armstrong and
Jonathan C. Gibbs were Pennsylvania natives, Josiah T. Walls was
evidently a freeborn native of Virginia, and Charles H. Pearce and
William Saunders were probably free citizens of border states before
migrating to Florida.
32. Five of the fourteen blacks located in the census were mulattoes. Although not located in the census, it appears that William Saunders was
also a mulatto. See Albert Stanley Parks, “The Negro in the Reconstruction of Florida,” Quarterly Journal of the Florida Agricultural and
Mechanical College, V (October 1936), 42-43.
33. Occupations and property holdings of fourteen blacks were located in
the manuscript census, Occupations of two other blacks, Green Davidson and William Saunders, were mentioned in Davis, Civil War and
Reconstruction in Florida, 495, 496. Occupations of three blacks and
property holdings of five blacks have not been ascertained.
31.
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wealthy member with total property holdings of $1,730, supported the Purman-Jenkins coalition. But a majority of the
black delegates (fourteen of nineteen) endorsed the “mule
team” effort to secure a constitution more fully reflecting the
impact of the enfranchisement of the freedmen. This effort was
not successful because, in contrast to most other “Black and
Tan” conventions, the majority blacks were not able to attract
significant numbers of white Republican delegates into a biracial majority coalition bent on framing a more democratic
document. As a result, the Florida constitution of 1868, though
itself progressive, was less “radical” than were those constitutions implemented in a number of other former Confederate
states. Even so, the freedmen gained much from this assembly.
Most importantly, several of their most articulate spokesmen
were elevated to positions of leadership within the “mule
team” following the expulsion of whites such as Liberty Billings and Daniel Richards. Though not immediately successful
in securing their objectives, blacks thus gained valuable experience through their involvement in the convention’s proceedings. Their activities as “mule team” leaders helped form
a cadre of black politicians, most notably individuals such as
Josiah T. Walls and Jonathan C. Gibbs, who were destined to
become future leaders in Florida’s Republican party.34
The convention’s fifteen southern whites were from widelyscattered constituencies which contained about equal numbers
of whites and blacks among their electorates (median black
35
percentage 53.8 — average black percentage 43.5). At least
eight of these individuals, including Clairborne R. Mobley who
helped draft Kansas’s proslavery Lecompton Constitution in
1857, had prior political experience.36 Besides five natives of
Georgia and four Floridians, this faction, which contained a
34.

35.
36.

Walls later became a member of Congress and Gibbs served as Florida’s
secretary of state and as state superintendent of public instruction.
Two additional black “mule teamers,” Charles H. Pearce and Robert
Meacham, were later elected to the state senate.
These percentages were compiled from figures in Annual Cyclopaedia,
314. Districts represented by several southern whites have been weighted
accordingly in compiling these percentages.
For detail on this aspect of Mobley’s career, see Tampa Florida Peninsular, September 29, 1866; House Report, 35th Cong., 1st sess., No. 377,
91. Material on the prior political experience of southern white delegates was furnished by Mary O. McRory of the Department of State,
Division of State Library Services, Tallahassee.
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minimum of five former slaveholders (with holdings of one to
eight slaves each in 1860),37 was composed of a former citizen
of South Carolina, a North Carolinian, a Virginian, a native of
Kentucky, and one long-time resident from each of the states of
Vermont and New York. Occupationally the assembly’s southern
white contingent included, by 1870, two customs officials, a
merchant, four farmers, two judges, a planter, two lawyers, a
physician, the postmaster of Key West, and a newspaper editor.
While engaged in one of these capacities, the average southern
white delegate, who was forty-four years of age in 1868 (average
age 44.07 years — median age 41 years), had acquired property
with a total value of $2,452.14 by the end of the decade
($1,478.57 in real property and $973.57 in personal property).
Since, however, several individuals held little or no property,
the median figures of $750 in real property and $515 in personal
property also offer perhaps a useful index to the wealth of the
body’s “typical southern white.“38
Four southern whites, one long-time resident of northern
birth and three deserters from Confederate forces, supported
efforts to secure the “mule team” constitution.39 Led by John
N. Krimminger, these men may have been willing to frame
such a document because of difficulties they had recently experienced at the hands of Confederate authorities. Their goal,
nevertheless, was not realized. Most southern whites (eleven
of fifteen) endorsed instead the less “radical” constitution supported by Purman and Jenkins. Ossian B. Hart, the future
The prewar slaveholdings of four southern whites were located in
Schedule No. 2 (Slave Inhabitants, Florida) of the Eighth Census of
the United States, 1860, microfilm copy (one roll for Florida) Washington State University Library. Jesse H. Goss, a fifth southern white,
once owned an unknown number of slaves in Virginia. See Richardson,
The Negro in the Reconstruction of Florida, 154.
38. Age, birthplace, profession, and property holdings of eleven southern
whites were ascertained in the 1870 Florida manuscript census. Despite
difficulty with positive identification, that census also supplied information on three additional members of this group. The birthplace and
profession (but not age or wealth) of a fifteenth southern white, who
could not be located in the 1870 enumeration, were secured in the
1860 manuscript census.
39. Davis, Civil War and Reconstruction in Florida. 496, 509; House Report,
42nd Cong., 2nd sess., No. 22, pt. 13, 177. Jesse H. Goss (former Virginia
slaveholder) and William H. Cone were evidently Confederate deserters.
John N. Krimminger, who had joined the Union army after abandoning the Confederate regiment into which he had been conscripted, continued to have difficulties with native whites. He was later murdered
by terrorists.
37.
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governor of Florida, like several other native white “moderates,”
had also demonstrated wartime Unionism; but these individuals
took strong exception to the major political assumption of the
“mule teamers.“40 In contrast to Krimminger and other colleagues of Billings, who enthusiastically accepted black enfranchisement in order to solidify “radical” control in Florida,
native Republican followers of Hart were apprehensive as to
the possible results of such a policy. As members of a faction
which contained four former slaveholders, they perhaps feared
that the freedmen might use their new political power to assault
“traditional” social barriers. 41 The “radicalism” of most
southern white delegates was consequently limited by racial
considerations. They were simply unwilling to frame a document which might impose “black rule” on a number of the
state’s most populous counties. As a result, the constitution
they finally accepted was designed to assure white Republican
dominance in Florida.
The convention’s thirteen outside whites represented constituencies in north and west Florida which contained a majority (60.7% average — 57% median) of freedmen among their
electorates. 42 With the exception of but a single Hungarian
immigrant, this group was composed entirely of natives of the
New England and Middle Atlantic regions. It contained, in
addition to the European, four Massachusetts natives and two
men each from Maine, New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania.43 Most of these outside whites (twelve of thirteen) had
come to Florida as members of the Union army or as Federal
officials.44 Once in the South, their hopes for social and eco40. Hume, “Constitutional Conventions,” 588; House Miscellaneous Documents, 40th Cong., 2d sess., No. 114, 4. Hart had opposed secession.
Lyman Rowley and Samuel J. Pearce had recently served in the
Union army.
41. Apparently J. E. Davidson, Ossian B. Hart, E. D. Howse, and David
Mizell had owned slaves in 1860.
42. Percentages compiled from figures in Annual Cyclopaedia, 314. Districts
represented by several outside whites have been weighted accordingly
in compiling these percentages.
43. Birthplaces of all outside whites have been determined. For nine
individuals, this information was located in the manuscript census. With
the exception of Roland T. Rombauer (see fn. 45), the birthplaces of
the remaining outside whites were secured from Davis, Civil War and
Reconstruction in Florida, 477; New York Tribune, February 5, 1868.
44. References concerning the military service of outside whites were most
frequently taken from House Miscellaneous Documents, 40th Cong.,
2nd sess., No. 114, 4.
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nomic gain, which were similar to aspirations commonly associated with the nation’s more traditional westward movement,
apparently encouraged them to settle in the sparsely-populated
state. As a matter of fact, several outside whites were successful
in achieving their goals, and they remained in Florida. Others,
most notably Simon B. Conover and Roland T. Rombauer,
continued their wanderings and later advanced their careers in
other frontier regions.45
The affluence of Liberty Billings ($75,750 total property holdings) created a great disparity between the average and median
total property held by the body’s outside whites.46 The wide
difference between these figures perhaps opens them to question, but the relatively low total wealth held by most of these
delegates (next to Billings the most prosperous outside white
held only $7,500 in total property) is of considerable interest.
Traditional accounts to the contrary, it suggests that Florida’s
outside whites, by 1870 a group composed of two lawyers, the
state treasurer, the secretary of state, a sheriff, a court clerk,
two government surveyors, a Freedmen’s Bank cashier, two
revenue officials, a registrar of bankruptcy, and one individual
of unascertained occupation, were not gaining large fortunes
through corrupt political practices. At a relatively early age
(in 1868 — 33 years average age — 31.5 years median age),
optimistic dreams of successful future careers, not plots involving political corruption, had encouraged a number of these
immigrants to settle in the South. In several instances, individuals such as George J. Alden, who later authored a pamphlet
encouraging migration of additional northerners into Florida,
achieved their goals and remained in the region.47 In contrast,
45.

In 1891, Conover became president of the board of regents of Washington State Agricultural College, Pullman. For details on his post-1868
activities, see Biographical Directory of the American Congress 17741961 (Washington, 1961), 730-31. Roland T. Rombauer offers an illustration of the difficulties involved in completing a systematic study of a
group as mobile as the convention’s outside whites. By 1870, he had
left Florida for the West. Scattered references to his later mining
activities in Idaho and Montana were discovered in a seminar paper
by Jeffrey Rombauer, a descendant enrolled in a history class at
Washington State University in 1969.
46. In contrast to the wealthy Billings, four outside whites owned no
property. It is therefore difficult to present meaningful totals concerning the average or median assets of these delegates.
47. The property holdings, age, and profession of nine of the thirteen
outside whites were located in the manuscript census. For the age of

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol51/iss1/1

20

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 51, Number 1
F LORIDA CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

OF

1868

15

other members of this heterogeneous. group failed to adjust
so readily to their new surroundings, and they returned to the
North. William J. Purman, a Union army veteran who claimed
to have witnessed the assassination of Abraham Lincoln, offers
possibly the best example of this phenomenon. Disheartened by
his relative lack of economic success and by threats of physical
violence, he left Florida for his native Pennsylvania in the
1870s. 48
A large majority of the assembly’s outside white delegates
(eleven of thirteen) joined the Purman-Jenkins forces. Unaccustomed as they were to their new biracial environment, they
demonstrated relatively little desire to tamper with the southern
“tradition” of racial separation. Instead, they united with the
majority of the body’s native whites to frame a constitution
designed to continue white dominance. Interested in economic
opportunities as well as politics, they apparently assumed that
accommodation with the principle of white superiority might
help to secure native white cooperation in future attempts to
develop the area’s resources. 49 Harrison Reed, a behind-thescenes Purman ally who later became the state’s first Republican
governor, certainly hoped this would be the case. In a revealing
letter, written near the conclusion of the bitter struggle which
resulted in the expulsion of the body’s “mule team” leaders, he
noted that the new constitution was designed to secure both the
protection of property and the continuation of white rule:
After the severest & most bitterly contested fight I have
ever participated in, I think the distructurs [sic] have been
effectually overthrown & the state saved to “law and order”.
[sic] The Constitution will be completed by the last of the
week & our nominations made. The conspirators had a
scheme to overthrow the Railroads of the state. . . . Under
our Constitution the Judiciary & State officers will be appointed & the apportionment will prevent a negro legisanother delegate and the professions of three other outside whites (including Alden), see New York Tribune, February 5, 1868; Davis, Civil
War and Reconstruction in Florida, 549; Biographical Directory, 1410.
48. Hume, “Constitutional Conventions,” 575-76; Washington Post, March
13, 1927. While in Florida, Purman was seriously wounded by a terrorist
attack in February 1869.
49. For examples of a number of Republicans, such as Osborn, Stearns,
Purman, Conover, and Jenkins, who were involved in railroad activities
in Florida, see John A Meador, “Florida Political Parties, 1865-1877”
(Ph.D. dissertation, University of Florida, 1964), 172-74.
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lature. I believe there is a “God in Israel” & that he [sic] will
not abandon us to the tender mercies of vagabond adventurers. 50
The Florida constitutional convention of 1868 was the most
turbulent of all the “Black and Tan” conventions. Its bitter
factionalism, which eventually became so severe that delegates
divided into separate groups and framed two constitutions, reflected long-standing and deep divisions within the state’s Republican party. As noted in standard accounts of postwar Florida, these differences reached a climax in the election of delegates to a convention which was bitterly splintered among its
three key elements: outside white followers of William Purman,
Liberty Billings’s “mule teamers,” and native whites who supported Ossian B. Hart. But these accounts have failed to stress
properly yet another critical factor which greatly intensified the
severity of the body’s internal struggles. That is, the fact that
intraparty strife, a phenomenon which had frustrated all attempts to centralize early Republican campaign efforts, had
also helped to create an assembly which was almost evenly
divided among blacks, southern whites, and outside whites.
This key reality, a condition unique to Florida because no
other “Black and Tan” convention was so composed, further
hampered attempts to secure Republican harmony. It combined with existing personal rivalries to disrupt efforts to gain
an effective majority which could secure a new constitution.
As a result of such circumstances, the members of the Florida “Black and Tan” convention divided in a manner that was
quite distinct. In this body, one in which the “Radical” coalition traditionally associated with southern Reconstruction failed
to appear, the basic division was one of race. Most blacks, aided
by only a few whites, endorsed Liberty Billings’s attempt to
secure the “mule team” constitution. Their effort, nonetheless,
was thwarted by the emergence of a majority coalition composed of eleven outside white “commercialists,” eleven southern
whites wishing to maintain a number of “traditional” social
distinctions, and a small group of blacks. After gaining control
of the convention, the members of this unique majority coali50. Harrison Reed to David L. Yulee, February 16, 1868, mss. box 8, David
Levy Yulee Papers, P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, University
of Florida, Gainesville.
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tion successfully secured the passage of the constitution which
they had originally framed at Monticello. Although progressive,
this document was worded in a manner which limited the
political impact of the enfranchisement of the freedmen. It
was therefore considerably less “radical” than those framed by
similar bodies meeting at the same time in other former Confederate states. Legend notwithstanding, the Florida “Black
and Tan” constitution, a document drafted by a coalition of
white Republicans who were rather “conservative,” was not
designed to plunge the state into an era of black rule. Actually,
its sponsors viewed it as an instrument which might allow
them to secure hegemony in Florida through a Republican
party under white control.
Key to the Chart on Nine Selected Roll Call
Votes in the Convention
(There were approximately forty-nine such divisions.)
R=
A “Radical” vote. A vote for a measure which would:
(1) aid blacks, (2) restrict the actions of opponents of the “mule
team,” or (3) strengthen the supporters of the “mule team” in
the convention.
C= A “Conservative” vote. A vote for a measure which
would: (1) aid southern whites, (2) restrict blacks, or (3)
strengthen the opponents of the “mule team” in the convention.
Although Daniel Richards and William Saunders exhibited
mixed voting behavior prior to their expulsion from the assembly, they were certainly in sympathy with the objectives of
the “mule team.” They may thus be validly classified as “Radicals.”
Column A= A vote endorsing Daniel Richards for the convention’s presidency. On January 20, 1868, he was elevated to
that office in a division of twenty-five to two. R= a vote for
Richards. C= a vote against Richards.,
Column B= A vote involving Liberty Billings’s effort to
postpone any further discussion of the eligibility issue. On
February 1, 1868, such discussion was postponed by a division of
twenty-one to twenty. R= a vote for postponement of the discussion. C= a vote against such a postponement.
Column C= A vote involving Horatio Jenkins’s elevation to
the presidency of the reassembled convention. On February 18,
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1868, he gained that position in a division of thirty-one to
thirteen. R= a vote against Jenkins. C= a vote endorsing
Jenkins.
Column D= A vote involving the expulsion of Liberty
Billings, Charles H. Pearce, and William Saunders. On February 19, 1868, they were expelled from the convention in a
division of twenty-five to sixteen. R= a vote against their
expulsion. C= a vote favoring their expulsion.
Column E= A vote involving Daniel Richards’s expulsion
from the assembly. On February 19, 1868, he was removed in a
division of twenty-five to sixteen. R= a vote against his expulsion. C= a vote favoring his expulsion.
Column F= A vote involving the expulsion of Solon
Robinson of the New York Tribune. On February 20, 1868,
Robinson lost his right to observe the proceedings of the convention in a division of twenty-one to sixteen. R= a vote
against his expulsion. C= a vote favoring his expulsion.
Column G= A vote involving the seating of J. E. Davidson,
Ossian B. Hart, Marcellus L. Stearns, and Richard Wells. On
February 20, 1868, they were seated as members of the convention in a division of twenty-two to fourteen. R= a vote in
opposition to their seating. C= a vote to accept these new
delegates.
Column H= A vote involving the seating of John W. Butler. On February 20, 1868, he was seated in a division of twentythree to nine. R= a vote against this action. C= a vote favoring the seating of Butler.
Column I= A vote involving the final adoption of the
Florida “Black and Tan” constitution. On February 25, 1868,
it was accepted in a division of twenty-eight to sixteen. R= a
vote against its ratification. C= a vote favoring its endorsement.
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Delegate

Biographical
Classification

Alden, George J.
Armistead, L. C.
Armstrong, O. B.
Bass, A. G.
Billings, Liberty
Bradwell, William
Bryan, Homer
Butler, John W.
Campbell, John L.
Cessna, William K.
Chandler, Alexander
Childs, J. W.
Cone, William H.
Conover, Simon B.
Davidson, Green
Davidson, J. E.
Dennett, N. C.

Outside white
Southern white
Negro
Unclassified white
Outside white
Negro
Negro
Outside white
Southern white
Outside white
Negro
Outside white
Southern white
Outside white
Negro
Southern white
Outside white
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Votes on Nine Selected Roll
Call Divisions
A B C D E F G H I
C C
R C C
R R R
R R R
R R R
R R R
R C C
R C
R
C
R R
R C
R R

C
C
C
C
R
C
R

C

C

C C C C C C
C C C C C C
R R
R
R R R R
R
R R R R R R
C C C C C C
C
C C C C C
C C C C C C
C C C R C C
C C C C C C
R R R R
R
C C
C C C
R R R R
R
C
C C C C C C

Political
Classification
Conservative
Conservative
Radical
Radical
Radical
Radical
Conservative
Conservative
Conservative
Conservative
Conservative
Conservative
Radical
Conservative
Radical
Conservative
Conservative
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Delegate

Biographical
Classification

Erwin, Auburn
Fortune, Emanuel
Gibbs, Jonathan C.
Goss, Jesse H.
Hart, Ossian B.
Hill, Frederick
Howse, E. D.
Jenkins, Horatio, Jr.
Johnson, Major
Krimminger, John N.
McRae, B. M.
Meacham, Robert
Mills, Anthony
Mizell, David
Mobley, Clairborne R.
Oates, Joseph E.
Osborn, Thomas W.

Negro
Negro
Negro
Southern white
Southern white
Negro
Southern white
Outside white
Negro
Southern white
Southern white
Negro
Negro
Southern white
Southern white
Negro
Outside white
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R
R
R
R
R
R
R
R
R
C

C C C C C C C C
C C C C C
C
R R R R R R
R
R C R R R R R R
C
R C R R R R R R
C C C C R C C
C
C C C C C C
R R R R R R R R
R C R R R
R
C C C C C C C C
R R R R R R R
R R R R R R R R
C C C C C C C
C C C C C C C C
R R R R R R R R
C C C C C C C C

Political
Classification
Conservative
Conservative
Radical
Radical
Conservative
Radical
Conservative
Conservative
Radical
Radical
Conservative
Radical
Radical
Conservative
Conservative
Radical
Conservative
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Classification
A B C D E F G H I

Negro
Pearce, Charles H.
Southern white
Pearce, Samuel J.
Unclassified white
Powell, John W.
Purman, William J,
Outside white
Richards, Daniel
Outside white
Southern white
Rogers, Washington
Rombauer, Roland T. Outside white
Southern white
Rowley, Lyman W.
Negro
Saunders, William
Unclassified white
Shuler, Andrew
Outside white
Stearns, Marcellus L.
Negro
Urquhart, Thomas
Southern white
Walker, George W.
Negro
Walls, Josiah T.
Southern white
Ware, Eldridge
Wells, Richard
Negro
Negro
Wyatt, John
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R
C
C
C
R

C
C
R R
R R

R
R
R

R
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
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C
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C
R
C
C
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C C C C C
C C C C C
C
C C C
C C C C C
C
C
C C C C C

C C C C C C
C
C C C C C C C C
Not Seated
R C R R R R R C
R C R R R R R R
R
R R
R R
R

Political
Classification
Radical
Conservative
Conservative
Conservative
Radical
Conservative
Conservative
Conservative
Radical
Conservative
Conservative
Conservative
Radical
Radical
Radical
Radical
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FLORIDA WHITES AND THE BROWN
DECISION OF 1954
by J OSEPH A. T OMBERLIN *

U
S
Supreme Court delivered its epochal
Topinion
in the case of Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka
HE

NITED

TATES

on May 17, 1954. Chief Justice Earl Warren, only recently confirmed by the senate, read the unanimous decision, which held
that “in the field of public education the doctrine of ‘separate
but equal’ has no place.” The plaintiffs in the suit, subjected
to racially segregated systems of education, were thereby “deprived of the equal protection of the laws guaranteed by the
Fourteenth Amendment.” But then the court postponed implementing its decree to hear more arguments in the next session
on the question of when and how segregation should end.1
In its direct application, the Brown case pertained only to
Kansas, South Carolina, Virginia, and Delaware, the defendant
states in the litigation. Clearly, though, the court’s announcement that “segregation is a denial of the equal protection of
the laws” encompassed all states that either required or permitted separate educations for blacks and whites.2 Florida was
such a state, supporting a dual school system in which contact
between races was virtually non-existent.3 During the 1953-1954
academic year 645,136 children attended publicly-supported
schools in Florida. Of that number, 503,513 were whites and
* Mr. Tomberlin is associate professor of history, Valdosta State College,
Valdosta, Georgia.

1.

Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, 347 U.S. 483-495 (1954); Washington Post, May 18, 1954; New York Times, May 18, 1954. See also
Congressional Quarterly (June 4, 1954), 689-90; William Barry Furlong,
“The Case of Linda Brown,” New York Times Magazine (February 12,
1961), 63; Lee O. Garber, “Evolution in Judicial Thinking,” The
Nation’s Schools, LIV (July 1954), 32, 80-84; Albert P. Blaustein and
Clarence C. Ferguson, Desegregation and the Law (New Brunswick,
1957), 46-47; Thomas I. Emerson, David Haber, and Norman Dorsen,
Political and Civil Rights in the United States, 2 vols. (Boston, 1967).
II. 1615-21.
2. 347 U.S. 495.
3. Florida Constitution (1885), Art. XII, Sec. 12; Florida Acts and Resolutions (1895), 96; Florida State Department of Education, Florida School
Laws (1955), 883.
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142,623 blacks. Blacks comprised 22.1 per cent of the total
school enrollment. There were, in addition, 19,963 white and
5,079 black teachers in the state.4 A rapidly increasing population compounded the problem in Florida. Whereas the 1950
census had counted 2,771,305 inhabitants, the Florida State
Board of Health estimated in 1954 that the number had climbed
to 3,481,528.5
Florida made little, if any, preparation prior to May 17 for
the possible invalidation of school segregation. One observer
reported rather vaguely that the only steps taken in anticipation
of the ruling dealt with “stocktaking and discussions on the
philosophical level among state school officials and certain planning groups.“6 Members of the legislature avowed that they
did not discuss preservation of the traditional school establishment at all during the 1953 session.7
Florida’s initial reaction to the decree was mild.8 Officials
issued few denunciations of the type loudly shouted in neighboring states. Herman Talmadge, governor of nearby Georgia,
charged that the court had “blatantly ignored all law and
precedent and [had] usurped from the Congress and the people
the power to amend the Constitution and from Congress the
authority to make the laws of the land.” Talmadge claimed
that the constitution was now a “mere scrap of paper.” United
States Senator Richard B. Russell of Georgia called the Brown
9
opinion “a flagrant abuse of judicial power.“ No similar statement emanated from anyone in Florida government. According
to one black commentator, one heard indistinct rumblings from
4. Biennial Report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction of Florida
(1954), 14, 16.
5. H. S. Department of Commerce, Historical Statistics of the United States,
Colonial Times to 1957 (Washington, 1957), 12; Florida State Board of
Health, Florida Vital Statistics (1954), iii.
6. Southern School News, September 3, 1954. Published monthly at Nashville, Tennessee, from September 1954, to June 1965, it contains data
on the aftermath of the Brown decision. The reporter for Florida was
Bert Collier, editorial writer for the Miami Herald. After discontinuing
Southern School News in June 1965, the parent organization, the
Southern Education Reporting Service, remained in existence until
August 1969. See “Mission Accomplished,” Newsweek (August 11, 1969),
38.
7. Southern School News, September 3, 1954.
8. Ibid.
9. Atlanta Constitution, May 18, 1954; Southern School News, September 3,
1954; Congressional Quarterly (May 21, 1954), 637; (June 4, 1954), 689.
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“fringe areas,” but most responsible sources received the decision as if they had expected it.10
Among the early responses to the court’s action was that of
the Florida Continuing Educational Council, a semi-official
body of business and professional men established in 1932 by a
resolution of the Florida Education Association to serve as a
source of lay advice on educational problems. At a meeting
attended by Attorney General Richard W. Ervin and Superintendent of Public Instruction Thomas D. Bailey the council resolved to use every legal means to delay desegregation of state
schools. But council members did not favor closing schools;
they agreed that “any attempt to do away with the public
school system to circumvent the Supreme Court was unthinkable.“11
Newspaper editorials represented an especially important
form of reaction to the supreme court’s edict. Nearly every
journal in Florida commented on the matter, and generally,
editorial remarks reflected restraint and reason. The Orlando
Sentinel pointed out that the Brown decision was now the law
of the land and should command obedience, even though the
supreme court had not yet set up machinery for enforcing its
verdict. How segregation would terminate remained to be decided later, and, the Sentinel forecast, it would take “some time
to eliminate segregation no matter how unconstitutional.“12
“No surprise” the St. Augustine Record termed the desegregation order. It was “the most momentous judicial decision of our
times and it . . . left the South with enormous social, economic
and political questions to answer.” The court’s action would
throw together black and white youth who would have to adjust to each other and solve problems which had already proved
insoluble for the South’s political leaders. Above all, desegregation must not become a political issue, and its coming must
be attended by “reason and [regard for] the public’s welfare.”
10.

R. W. Puryear, “Desegregation of Public Education in Florida— One Year
Afterward,” Journal of Negro Education, XXIV (Summer 1955), 220.
11. Southern School News, September 3, 1954; Florida Education Association, History of the Florida Education Association, 1886-87 to 1956-57
(Tallahassee, 1958), 196; “Continuing Education Council Report on
Segregation,” The Journal of the Florida Education Association, XXXII
(September 1954), 10.
12. Orlando Sentinel, May 18, 1954.
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Because a final settlement was not yet in sight the greatest need
at the moment was for “calm, deliberate thought.“13
Sarasota’s Herald-Tribune professed that the death of the
“separate but equal” doctrine had been inevitable since the
supreme court first began to produce “liberal” judicial interpretations in the days of Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal. The
appointment of “left-of-center” Earl Warren as chief justice
marked the decisive step which made reversal absolutely unavoidable. Now, not only was separation of the races illegal,
but the whole concept of states rights might well be moribund.
If an individual state did not have the final word in operating
its schools, then it followed logically that the state did not
possess ultimate authority in any other field.14 In a somewhat
fatalistic tone, the Gainesville Daily Sun predicted vast changes
in school operations were coming “as surely as day follows
night.” Change was, in reality, the only choice. The Sun expressed its hope that the “new arrangements” would work out
to the best advantage of all the state’s citizens.15
The Daily News of Fort Lauderdale hopefully insisted that
a segregated school system would continue in local Broward
County “without running afoul of the Supreme Court decision.”
The journal based its optimism on an extant state law which
provided that students attend schools nearest their homes. Because Florida had built black schools largely to serve only
black residential areas, there was every reason to assume that
desegregation would not be required. Then, the Daily News
retreated and contradicted its own statements. “Whether
southerners agree with the Supreme Court justices or not is a
moot question,” said the newspaper, “because there is no appeal
from their decision and no likelihood of any change.“16 According to the Fort Pierce News-Tribune, the Brown opinion
was not “unexpected.” The justices, in declaring segregation
unconstitutional, had rendered a “decision more radical, more
sweeping in its implications, and more momentous in its actual
application than any other during the present century.” The
court had ruled on the basis of a “concept of abstract and
13. St. Augustine Record, May 19, 1954.
14. Sarasota Herald-Tribune, May 20, 1954.
15. Gainesville Daily Sun, May 18, 1954.
16. Fort Lauderdale Daily News, May 18, 1954.
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theoretical justice” which took no account of the “real and
practical problems” the South confronted. Essentially, the supreme court had endeavored to “legislate a mode of human
conduct,” an exceptionally hazardous undertaking. And the
tribunal had acted without regard to the “tremendous progress”
the South had made in curing its racial ills.17
The Florida Alligator, student newspaper of the University
of Florida, suggested that the one point everyone had overlooked in the aftermath of the Brown ruling was the “teacher’s
position.” Large numbers of white teachers would probably refuse to instruct Negro students in mixed classes, thereby finding
themselves forced out of their profession. This publication
urged that the “words cautious and reserved. . . be considered
with every action,” and concluded, “this is not just another
court ruling; it is history in the making and a law that will
always stand for the world to see.“18 From Fort Myers, the
News-Press foresaw that the Brown case augured “a great disruption” in all school systems practicing racial segregation. The
publication cautioned that one could gain little by “hot-headed
denunciations of the ruling or by rash proposals for defying it.”
Rather, the present crisis demanded “thoughtful study” to determine how the “‘inevitable disruption” might be minimized.
As other newspapers did, the News-Press praised the court for
not ordering immediate desegregation of southern schools.19
The Daytona Beach Evening News speculated that the decision had settled “‘for all time” the fate of public school segregation. The opinion was beneficial for all Americans; resistance
to desegregation would bring only “loss of time, money and
morale.” Henceforth, administrators should plan public school
systems “in conformity with the ruling.” Those states which
acted swiftly to desegregate would profit most; the losers would
be those which lagged behind in opening white schools to black
students.20 DeLand’s Sun News echoed the sentiments of other
state newspapers. It stressed that even a cursory reading of the
opinion made clear that no abrupt or extensive changes in education would occur. Therefore, this was not time for “oratorical
17. Fort Pierce News Tribune, May 20, 1954.
18. University of Florida, The Florida Alligator, May 21, 1954.
19. Fort Myers News-Press, May 18, 1954.
20. Daytona Beach Evening News, May 18, 1954.
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fireworks.” Nor should an extraordinary session of the legislature meet, for such a session would not possess sufficient information upon which to base a proper course of action. Rather,
people at the present moment should talk little but think a
great deal, and all should control any penchant for “impulsive
speech or action.“21
Clearwater’s Sun propounded the thesis that the court, by
overruling segregation, had created a social problem “worthy
of the best minds of both Negro and white races in the South.”
The author of the editorial, calling himself “Colonel Clearwater,” asserted that Pinellas County had an opportunity to
get “ahead of the game” by fashioning a workable method to
carry out desegregation. Defiance, on the other hand, would
lead to calamity. Wrote “Colonel Clearwater”: “As a parting
thought, it occurs to me that if the South works out this problem intelligently, historians in years to come will consider the
Supreme Court’s ruling a great milestone in obliterating racial
prejudice from the earth.“22 The Palatka Daily News declared
that the court had long since abandoned “time tested legal concepts” to utilize “yardsticks of social desirability” in its decisions.
Now, with the Brown opinion, the court had “really pulled one
out of the hat.” The South had made marvelous racial progress
in the previous few years but not enough for the “professional
white liberals and the professional Negro champions.” The
edict was bound to curb those advances, and it could therefore
be only a “pyrrhic victory.” The inequality of educational
facilities would have been firm ground for the Brown opinion,
“but to hold that because something is separate it is less than
something else is asinine.“23
Editorializing on the Brown case, the Miami Daily News
reminded its readers of a speech which Superintendent of Public
Instruction Bailey had made in Miami the previous April.
Appearing before the state convention of the Florida Education Association, the superintendent had claimed that the litigation then pending before the supreme court would have no
effect on Florida. Desegregation would commence in the state
only after the passage of considerable time. Because of the dis21. DeLand Sun News, May 19, 1954.
22. Clearwater Sun, May 18, 1954.
23. Palatka Daily News, May 18, 1954.
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tinct possibility of long delay in implementing the decision, the
Daily News concluded, “Today the only reaction is one of
calm.“24 The Herald, another Miami daily, described the decree
as “sweeping, unanimous and unequivocal,” and it noted that
postponing the start of desegregation was acknowledgment of
the complexity of the question. As for Florida, now that the
court had determined the law, the state would adapt to its
new situation “sanely, judiciously and humanely.“25
St. Petersburg’s Times believed that “this new concept. . .
[was] not a difficult legal or social, or psychological theory to
follow.” White readers had only to consider the damage to their
own “sense of self-confidence and security” if they too had
suffered exclusion from certain schools and public facilities
their entire lives. The supreme court had now realized that
segregation harmed the dignity of those who were segregated,
that it deprived them of “something just as real and valuable
to them as property itself.” Popular opinion in the last twenty
years had cleared the way for the decision; indeed, popular
opinion had made practicable a “massive rejection of the idea
that segregation is compatible with American political, social,
26
The Jacksonville Florida Timesand religious ideas.“
Union insisted that the South could not resolve its racial problems in the near future, no matter what “abstract justice the
court thinks may be achieved.” No discernible shift in southern
racial attitudes and no quick change in the South’s existing
biracial educational system would occur. Moreover, the true
decision as to the practicality of desegregation rested with the
people themselves. In the meantime, the Times-Union urged
that Floridians confine themselves to “calm, deliberate
thought.“27
“[D]eplorable to the extent that it is disruptive of law,
custom, and the social order in those states that have maintained segregation” was the Tampa Morning Tribune’s evaluation of the ruling. Yet, the Tribune admitted that careful
perusal of the fourteenth amendment should suffice to convince
anyone that the supreme court’s action was inescapable. The
24. Miami Daily News, n.d., quoted in St. Louis Post-Dispatch, May 18,
1954.
25. Miami Herald, May 18, 1954.
26. St. Petersburg Times, May 18, 1954.
27. Jacksonville Florida Times-Union, May 19, 1954.
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paper counseled “patience and moderation” in the hope that
the South would achieve settlement of the issue more easily
than seemed possible at the moment.28 In Florida’s capital, the
Tallahassee Democrat remarked that the state had greeted the
court’s announcement of the illegality of segregation in a
“spirit of thoughtful calm.” The Democrat importuned Floridians to cooperate “in working out sound solutions to all problems presented in the spirit of calm common-sense so far in
evidence throughout Florida.“29
From these samples of editorial opinion it is obvious that
the reactions of Florida newspapers to the desegregation edict
were judicious. Five years after the May 17, 1954 decision, the
United States Commission on Civil Rights made precisely that
point, observing that “Southern papers generally applauded
the wisdom of the Court in postponing its decision on the ‘how’
and ‘when’ of desegregation.” Most editors sought calm, thoughtful consideration of the complex issues which the opinion
raised.30 That was clearly the case in Florida, where editors of
the more influential daily newspapers refrained from arousing
opposition to the Brown ruling.
Responses from other sources to the Brown case were as
sober as those of state newspapers. For example, Suntime, a
magazine devoted to promoting Florida tourism, noted simply
that the segregation question had come to the boiling point in
the South in 1954. Suntime’s outlook was that the South should
clear up the crisis itself, without what the publication called
“outside interference.“31 The Florida Education Association, a professional organization representing most of the white
public school teachers in the state, praised “the calm, investigative approach adopted by Florida on this [segregation] issue.”
Segregation was a “vital” problem, and the crisis which the
Brown ruling had aroused was “real,” but “rabble rousing”
would provide no answer. The state’s educational leaders had
thus far confronted the emergency with “sanity,” a development which demonstrated “the attainment of mature emotional
Tampa Morning Tribune, May 19, 1954.
Tallahassee Democrat, May 20, 1954.
U. S. Commission on Civil Rights, Report of the United States Commission on Civil Rights, 1959 (Washington, 1960), 163.
31. “An Old, Old Story,” Suntime, VI (December 1954), 10.

28.
29.
30.
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attitudes” The Florida Congress of Parents and Teachers in
its 1954-1955 platform announced its support for “continuance
of the public school system.” It proposed “that problems attendant upon integration be solved through taking individual
and local group responsibility for building the requisite understanding and emotional climate.“33 Mrs. C. Durwood Johnson,
then president of the organization, warned that “citizens who
believe in education must make no attempt to circumvent” the
Brown decision; Florida’s main requirement in meeting the new
educational situation was time.34
Religious bodies likewise expressed their opinions of the
court’s action. The annual conference of the Florida Methodist
church, meeting shortly after the court released its verdict,
recognized the decision as constituting the “law of the land.”
A resolution declared that the edict provided the country with
an answer to the “powerful propaganda weapon that has been
used against us by the Communists.” It would strengthen
Christian missionaries working in foreign lands, and enhance
the position of the United States in its search for world peace.
The Methodists were aware that the decree’s total implementation might consume many years, and they called for patience
and good will. They particularly wanted all Christian churches
to offer the constructive leadership now demanded.35
The Florida Presbyterian Synod’s Division of Christian Relations recommended that trustees of colleges under its control
drop all racial barriers in the admission of students, that ministers lead in forming interracial committees in their communities
to “develop mutual understanding and good will,” and that the
Synod conform to the policy of the church’s general assembly
“that enforced segregation of the races is contrary to Christian
36
theology and . . . the best Christian practices.“ A splinter
group of sixteen members, opposing these recommendations,
32. “Continuing Education Council Report on Segregation,” 6.
33. “Article III, Section 6 of Proposed Platform for 1954-1955,” Florida
Parent-Teacher, XXVI (November 1954), 3; St. Petersburg Times, November 10, 1954.
34. Ibid., October 4, 1954.
35. Methodist Church of the United States, Florida Conference, Journal of
the Sixteenth Session of the Florida Annual Conference of the Methodist
Church (Lakeland, June 9-13, 1954), 144.
36. Presbyterian Church in the United States, Synod of Florida, Minutes of
the Sixty-Fourth Annual Meeting (Orlando, September 20-22, 1955), 33.
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argued: “We believe the Bible teaches that God fashioned the
hearts of all men alike; yet God made the races distinct. We
further believe that since God made the races distinct it is
proper to recognize race, striving for a Godly pride in, and
purity of, races.“37
While Florida’s Protestant Episcopal Church did not specifically endorse the Brown ruling, the church at its annual
council noted that the increasing complexity of race relations
made imperative a wider knowledge of the church’s teachings.
Therefore, the council instructed its Department of Christian
Social Relations to inaugurate a program of “guidance and
education in the area of race relations.“38 The United Church
Women in Florida, representing Episcopal, Methodist, Christian, Baptist, and Presbyterian denominations, favored the
court’s action and advocated Florida’s participation in future
action on desegregation. 39 The Florida Council of Churches, a
body with membership from eight denominations, supported
the court’s action. It urged Floridians to adapt themselves to
the national will as expressed in the court’s opinion and cautioned against recognizing “artificial standards of race, nationality, or class which exist in society.“40 While the Disciples of
Christ Assembly of Florida asserted that racial integration was
a desirable goal which the church and its affiliated schools should
pursue, it somewhat apprehensively voiced the fear that the
end of segregation would be the death sentence for most church
related schools.41
Among labor groups, the Florida Congress of Industrial
Organizations advocated “common sense and good will” to
permit an “orderly transition” in effecting desegregation. The
body’s annual convention pledged “to strive for economic
equality, political equality, and an equal share of the facilities
afforded by the community for all persons, regardless of race,
religion, color or national origin.“42
United States Senator George Smathers predicted that the
37. Ibid., 34.
38. Protestant Episcopal Church in the U.S.A., Florida Diocese, Journal of
the One Hundred and Twelfth Annual Council of the Diocese of
Florida (Jacksonville, January 25-27, 1955), 41,
39. St. Petersburg Times, September 22, 1954.
40. Ibid., October 14, 1954.
41. Ibid., October 31, 1954.
42. Ibid., September 6, 1954.
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decree would “have tremendous, far reaching results,” and that
it would be “wasteful” to attack the court’s decision which had
been reached unanimously. There was one bright spot in the
crisis, as he saw it; the date for the start of desegregation was
left open. The South could, of course, seek delay, but for the
moment Smathers called for “calm, clear thinking”: there
must be no “hasty decisions, no inflammatory statements based
on anger or resentment.“43 Senator Spessard Holland also urged
“patience and moderation” and hoped there would “not be
violent repercussions.” “This is a new law,” he cautioned,
“make no mistake about it, and it appears to be final.” He felt
that rapid desegregation would hurt the 70,000 southern black
teachers since it seemed likely that school boards would not
engage Negro teachers to instruct mixed classes.44
Congressman Charles E. Bennett of Jacksonville advised calm
and careful consideration. While he had favored segregated
schools and had never regarded segregation with equal facilities
as being unconstitutional, he predicted that “Florida and its
citizens of both races” would be able to solve its problems.45
Congressman Robert L. F. Sikes of Crestview called the ruling
detrimental, and claimed that it would seriously impair the
“orderly progress of southern education.” Although he thought
that the “good relations and mutual confidence now enjoyed
between races may be set back a generation,” he hoped “that
states will find workable and satisfactory solutions, so children
of both races may continue to be educated separately under
conditions which are better for the South.”46
When the court handed down the Brown opinion a hotly
contested Democratic gubernatorial primary race was underway in Florida. The leading candidates, Acting Governor
Charley Johns and State Senator LeRoy Collins, reacted, but
they did not attempt to make the court’s move an issue in the
campaign.47 Johns was in West Palm Beach when he learned of
the decision. After conferring with G. Warren Sanchez, one of
43. Tampa Morning Tribune, May 18, 1954; St. Petersburg Times, May 18,
1954; Congressional Record, 83rd Cong., 2nd sess., C, Part 22, A5367-68.
44. Jacksonville Florida Times-Union, May 18, 1954; St. Petersburg Times,
May 18, 1954; Tampa Morning Tribune, May 17, 1954; Congressional
Quarterly (May 21, 1954), 637.
45. Jacksonville Florida Times-Union, May 18, 1954.
46. Ibid., May 19, 1954.
47. Southern School News, September 3, 1954.
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his advisors, he arranged a meeting of the state cabinet for the
following day. He also dispatched a message to Attorney General Richard W. Ervin, instructing him to study the ruling and
its application to the state. Johns indicated to the press that his
inclination at the moment was to call an extraordinary session of
the state legislature to consider the decree.48
Senator Collins was not so sparing with his commentary.
He had stressed repeatedly during the campaign his support of
segregation, regarding it as part of both custom and law in
Florida. Moreover, he felt it the governor’s duty under the
state constitution to maintain segregation, and he pledged that
if elected to use all legal power to keep the dual school system
intact. He urged the governor to “call together the best brains
in our state to study the situation and meet it calmly and properly— ” while there was still time for such action.49
The most detailed responses to the decision among state
officials came from Attorney General Ervin and Superintendent
Bailey. While the latter saw nothing surprising in the development, he called for “sober and careful thinking together with
planning untainted by hysteria.” Most vital was continuation
of the “phenomenal progress” which Florida schools had made
in the previous decade. The supreme court, in all probability,
would allow Florida time to prepare for desegregation. Rulings
which would emerge during the next court session would
naturally affect any plans the state might formulate. A few days
later, in a more defiant mood, Bailey admonished: “The greatest danger we have isn’t just the segregation issue. We have a
lot of people down here who hate to be pushed around, whether
the state or federal government is doing the pushing. If they
give us time, it will work out.“50
Attorney General Ervin remembered that the, Brown decision was not completely a surprise; he had already concluded
that the “separate but equal” doctrine would be reversed, but
he had thought the justices would rule that separate school
48.
49.
50.

Miami Herald, May 18, 1954; Washington Post, May 19, 1954; Jacksonville Florida Times-Union, May 18, 1954; St. Petersburg Times, May
18, 1954.
Tallahassee Democrat, May 16, 18, 1954; Jacksonville Florida TimesUnion, May 18, 1954.
Miami Herald, May 18, 1954; Tallahassee Democrat, May 17, 1954;
Jacksonville Florida Times-Union, May 18, 23, 1954.
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facilities could not be equal rather than base their decision on
psychological grounds.51 Ervin in 1954 stated publicly that he
anticipated no immediate disruption of the educational system;
he was confident of long delay before desegregation actually
became effective. Such delay would allow Florida to argue the
date and the conditions under which schools would desegregate. 52
Ervin and Bailey later supplemented their individual statements with a joint press release. This statement reiterated much
that had already been said, but it also noted that the court had
invited state attorney generals to file briefs by October 1954,
“in order to present the practical problems confronting the
states.” To prepare such a brief, school authorities, citizens
groups, and legislative committees would need to make surveys
and studies of the educational system. The findings would also
serve as a guide for the 1955 legislature in its actions.53
There was little public reaction from state legislators. Only
Representative F. W. Bedenbaugh of Lake City urged Acting
Governor Johns to call the legislature into session “to formulate
plans and pass laws necessary to retain segregation in public
schools of the state of Florida.“54 Senator J. Emory Cross of
Gainesville announced his opposition to efforts at abolishing
segregation in public schools, and he promised his vigorous
support for legislative measures to uphold segregation. Cross
believed the majority of both races desired maintenance of the
status quo; everyone, excepting minority group trouble-makers,
would agree on the impossibility of legislating social equality
or brotherhood or mutual respect between races.55
Representative Prentice P. Pruitt of Monticello later became
the most outspoken legislative champion of a dual school system.
As he remembered it the Brown decision came as no surprise.
The supreme court’s attitude toward racial questions had
become obvious over the years. Pruitt saw no need for a special
legislative session, and he doubted Acting Governor Johns’s
Richard W. Erwin to author, January 27, 1967.
St. Petersburg Times, May 18, 1954; Tallahassee Democrat, May 17, 1954;
Jacksonville Florida Times-Union, May 18, 1954.
53. St. Petersburg Times, May 18, 1954.
54. Tampa Morning Tribune, May 18, 1954; Jacksonville Florida TimesUnion, May 18, 1954.
55. St. Petersburg Times, July 11, 1954.

51.
52.
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ability to provide strong leadership even if there was such a
session.56
J. Thomas Watson, former Democratic state attorney general and in 1954 a Republican candidate for governor, termed
the ruling inapplicable to Florida. The supreme court, he contended, had often recognized the supremacy of state courts in
deciding the validity of state constitutions. The tribunal had
“given such state courts’ interpretations supreme authority
over the matter involved in that particular state.“57 Obviously
Watson believed that the supreme court had now contradicted
itself on segregation.
A single state officer, Chairman Hollis Rinehart of the Board
of Control, which supervised the state university system, favored
immediate desegregation. He predicted that the Brown opinion
would affect every public school in the state, and he argued
that Florida should prepare for the entry of Negro students
into all levels of the white educational system. While emphasizing that he spoke only for himself, Rinehart argued that the
state could desegregate without black citizens having to go to
court, “providing white leaders take the necessary steps to
cooperate. ” “Our state,” he urged, should “face the issue squarely, honestly, and intelligently without litigation.“58
The impression which emerges from this survey is that
initially the reaction of Florida whites to the Brown case was
less extreme than in many other southern states. One cannot
avoid the conclusion that early responses were deceptive, that
they were only surface manifestations, and that beneath the
surface there existed a huge reservoir of potential resistance to
desegregation. The passage of time proved that such resistance
was a reality. As late as 1959 a committee engaged in drafting
a proposed new constitution for Florida persisted in retaining
the 1885 constitutional provision for racial segregation in
schools.59 Not until September 1959, did the first black children
56. Prentice P. Pruitt to author, January 31, 1967.
57. Jacksonville Florida Times-Union, May 19, 1954.
58. Miami Herald, May 18, 1954; St. Petersburg Times, May 18, 1954; Jacksonville Florida Times-Union, May 18, 1954; Tallahassee Democrat,
May 18, 1954.
59. Florida Constitution (1885), Art. XII, Sec. 12. The proposal to leave the
1885 requirement unchanged is in Florida Special Constitution Advisory
Committee to the Governor, The 1959 Recommended Constitution
(Tallahassee, 1959), 9.
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attend classes with whites in a public school— at Orchard Villa
School in Miami. Even then desegregation was only token.60
Florida had managed to delay even that meager beginning for
five years. As a further measure of the strength of resistance,
between 1954 and 1959 the Florida legislature approved twentyone laws designed to keep public schools segregated.61 Yet if
Florida did not live up to its potential for moderation and for
early compliance with the supreme court’s order, it did stop
short of the kind of massive resistance which developed in other
southern states.62
60.

61.
62.

Miami Herald, September 9, 1959. See also Florida Across the Threshold:
The Administration of Governor LeRoy Collins, January 4, 1955January 3, 1961 (Tallahassee, 1961), 54; U. S. Commission on Civil
Rights, Conference Before the United States Commission on Civil Rights,
Gatlinburg, Tennessee, March 21-22, 1960 (Washington, 1960), 118-19.
Reed Sarratt, The Ordeal of Desegregation: The First Decade (New
York, 1966), 357, 363.
For an excellent discussion of this point see Benjamin Muse, Ten Years
of Prelude: The Study of Integration Since the Supreme Court’s 1954
Decision (New York, 1964), 197-98.
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TALLAHASSEE THROUGH THE STOREBOOKS:
WAR CLOUDS AND WAR, 1860-1863
by C LIFTON P AISLEY *

was a properous community, and the tastes of her
T ALLAHASSEE
citizens on the eve of the Civil War ran to luxury goods and

labor-saving devices as indicated in the daybook for 1860-1863
of the William P. Slusser store on Monroe Street, Tallahassee.1
In the fall of the year, when schooners, barks, and brigs arrived
at St. Marks port to pick up the some 50,000 bales of cotton
shipped yearly out of Apalachee Bay, the vessels unloaded a
variety of consumer goods that were eagerly awaited: bathtubs,
washing machines to replace or at least to supplement scrub
boards, and pumps and lead pipe to conduct water from cisterns
to inside bath and utility rooms. Bird lovers purchased expensive cages for their canaries, and many paid $40.00 to $50.00
for cooking stoves, $30.00 for refrigerators, and $5.00 for ice
cream freezers. Sillabub churns, patented egg beaters, and sad
iron heaters were in demand. Expensive roofing and gutter
materials — zinc, tin, iron, and lead — were used on the fine
houses along McCarty and Calhoun streets and the stores on
Monroe. While most of these commodities were purchased by
the more affluent whose prosperity was buoyed by twelve-cent
cotton, goods were available for everyone.2 Especially were there
toys for children, rich and poor. In the weeks before Christmas
the Slusser store shelves were piled high with toy steamboats,
* Mr. Paisley is research editor, Graduate Research Office, Florida State
University.
1 . W i l l i a m P . Slusser daybook, Robert Manning Strozier Library,
Florida State University, Tallahassee. Slusser, listed in the 1850 census
records as a tinner, was born in Brookfield, Ohio, in 1825. He came to
Tallahassee in 1849, and in 1859 bought from Smallwood, Earle & Co.,
successor to the New York creditors of J. Martin Williams, a store
building Williams had owned on Monroe Street about two blocks from
the capitol. Tallahassee Weekly Floridian, March 12, 19, and 26, 1892;
Chancery File 1218, Office of Leon County Circuit Clerk, Smallwood,
Earle & Co. v. R. H. Gamble, exr., estate of J. Martin Williams.
2. According to Harry Bates Brown and Jacob Osborn Ware, Cotton (New
York, 1958), 543, the average annual price of cotton for the five years
preceding the Civil War were: 1856, 13.2 cents a pound; 1857, 12.5
cents: 1858, 12.1 cents; 1859, 11.3 cents: and 1860, 12.3 cents.
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trumpets, guns, china and crying dolls, mechanical squirrels,
India rubber balls, and toys on wheels, many of which sold
for only a few cents apiece.
Although military conflict was fast approaching, there was
nothing in the buying habits of Tallahasseans in 1860 to indicate anything but boundless confidence in the continued prosperity of Middle Florida’s cotton plantation system. There are
717 pages in the Slusser store daybook, covering the period
1860-1863; 364 pages are devoted to 1860 transactions. In December, the most active month, purchases amounted to $1,439.55, $1,008.15 credit and $431.40 cash.
August and September 1860 were the slowest months, with
cotton just beginning to be marketed. Slusser used this period
to restock his store, and on August 13, 1860, he left for New
York with $4,395 in checks and a small amount of cash. He
expected to order most of his merchandise on credit. He returned September 21, and shortly afterwards the packing cases
and barrels began arriving in Tallahassee.
Since Slusser’s was a hardware store, its accounts reveal the
extent to which money from Florida’s uncertain cotton crop,
sold at see-saw prices, was funneled into the purchase of heavy
metallic manufactured goods. Prices were high: in the spring
of 1860 G. W. Betton paid $5.00 for a large lard can, a universally used commodity, while thirty-five iron spikes cost Frank
K. Payne ten cents each. One fire grate sold on March 5 for
$20.00, and another for $18.00. Zinc cost fifteen cents per square
foot and valley tin for a roof, twenty-five cents a running foot.
J. A. Edmondson paid $3.25 for thirteen feet of valleys on
March 15. In the same month J. R. Gregory and Co. paid $8.00
for fifty-gallon oil cans and $3.50 for fifteen-gallon containers.
Despite high prices, Tallahasseans and planters from Leon
Gadsden, and Jefferson counties ordered large quantities of
gutter and roofing materials in 1860. Slusser not only sold the
materials, but sometimes supplied the labor at costs ranging
from $50.00 to $200.00. P. B. Brokaw, on April 26, 1860, spent
$80.00 to install 200 feet of twenty-inch-wide gutters, $35.37 for
141 feet of three-inch-wide pipe, and $3.00 for twelve three-inch
elbows.3 David C. Wilson spent $110.95 to roof his store, and a
3.

Slusser obtained most of the zinc, tin and other sheet metal, and similar
supplies used for this work from the firm of Phelps Dodge & Co. of New
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roof on Jacob L. Groner’s store cost $256.33. A similar job for
David S. Walker cost $290.12. The bill included $175.04 for
the store roof, in addition to flashing, gutters, and installation
of zinc pipe.
Slusser also did small jobs — sometimes only soldering or the
installation of a stove — for the telegraph company, the gas
company, West Florida Seminary, and the Leon County courthouse and jail. On March 3, 1860, Slusser collected $255.00 from
the federal government for work at the marine hospital at St.
Marks.4 He also repaired or replaced copper gutters on the
capitol, and one of his most lucrative contracts was with the
Tallahassee Railroad, which operated between St. Marks and
Tallahassee. In one year — January 4, 1860-January 4, 1861 —
Slusser covered the tops of one passenger and seventeen freight
cars with sheet metal at a charge of twelve and one-half cents
a square foot. The passenger car, including ventilators, cost
$63.50. The freight car covering was $38.57 for each unit. The
total work for the railroad for the year was $762.34. One of the
jobs, January 4, 1861, was to repair a brass and sheet iron.
cylinder on the engine James Ross for $1.25. Slusser also did
some metal covering on two cars of the Pensacola and Georgia
Railroad.5
Pump and plumbing systems for cisterns were in demand in
1860. On February 9 Slusser installed a $15.00 rotary pump, a
$5.00 suction pump, seventy-one feet of lead pipe, and fortyfour feet of four-inch pipe for William K. Beard at a cost of
$54.40. Other accounts were with Mrs. M. A. Long for Brevard,
for a $5.00 cistern pump and twenty-eight feet of pipes; Green
A. Chaires, a $5.00 cistern pump and pipes; Joseph J. Williams,
a $15.00 rotary pump and pipes; R. Hodgson, a $15.00 rotary
pump and pipes; G. W. Parkhill, a $15.00 rotary pump; the

York. His record of invoices shows more than $2,000 in purchases from
this company in 1860. Robert Glass Cleland, A History of Phelps Dodge
(New York, 1952), 37, states that Phelps Dodge carried on the largest
business in metals of any mercantile firm in the United States and
probably in the world at this time. Brokaw’s house, still standing on
Miccosukee Road, was one of Tallahassee’s show places.
4. The marine hospital was built shortly before the Civil War about 100
feet from the old Spanish fort at St. Marks. Large stones from the fort
ruin were used for the foundation.
5. Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, December 8, 1860.
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City Hotel (DeMilly), a No. 2 Douglas pump, $5.00; and Major
John Beard, a $5.00 cistern pump and pipes.
A few Tallahassee homes contained bathtubs, and they needed occasional repair. Dr. P. P. Lewis had Slusser paint and
repair his tub for $1.25, and Colonel Robert Gamble paid
$1.50 to have feet installed on his sponge bathtub. Repairs on
Council A. Bryan’s hip bathtub, in February 1860, cost twentyfive cents. There was also an active sale for new bathtubs. General William Bailey purchased one for $6.00 and paid twentyfive cents for drayage from the depot. Twenty-two were sold
between May and October 1860.
James Kirksey paid $6.00 for one, while William R. Pettes
paid $6.50, and a sponge tub cost John Galbraith $6.50. Richard
Bradford ordered a sponge tub for $6.00 and hand shower for
fifty cents; James K. Tucker’s oval tub cost $8.00, and there
was a twenty-five cent drayage; E. L. Villepigue, Walter Gwynn,
and John L. DeMilly each paid $7.00 for oval tubs, the same
price paid by C. H. Latrobe for a tin bathtub. Robert Williams,
W. T. Carpenter, A. P. Amaker, Alexander Shine, Alex Hayward, Robert Gorman, J. A. Dickey, Mrs. H. H. Brown, Dr.
William Bradford, Preston Tatum, P. L. Warden, and W. N.
Hein also bought tubs. Slusser sold children’s bathtubs to
Colonel Robert Gamble for $3.25 and Mrs. Theodore Brevard
for $2.75.
George A. Croom, October 5, 1860, bought a washing machine for $15.00. The following day Mrs. Joseph Alston bought
one, and on October 22 John L. DeMilly ordered a “conical
washing machine.”6 Slusser sold two washing machines on
December 8, 1860, and Mrs. Susan Blake bought a machine on
January 7, 1861. Mrs. William Fisher, Mrs. Bond, and Benton
Pope purchased machines. Slusser also operated a sewing machine repair service.
Stoves, mainly cook stoves, were in demand. Occasionally a
Franklin stove sold for $15.00; parlor stoves cost $20.00, while
a small box stove was priced at $10.40, which was what Dr. John
Bond paid on March 24, 1860. The range was the most expensive, costing $40.00 to $50.00 or more, but there were
6. By 1860 some twenty-nine factories in ten states were producing
washing machines. See John W. Oliver, History of American Technology (New York, 1956), 268.
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several customers. General William Bailey, one of the wealthiest
men in Florida, bought an expensive kitchen range, a No. 8
Challenge costing $55.00 or $64.40 installed.7 The No. 10 Empire cook stove, at $47.00 was also popular, and James B.
Gamble bought a No. 7 range for $42.00, $45.99 installed. Expensive fire grates also were in demand: David S. Walker paid
$18.00 for one in November 1860, and Francis Eppes paid
$14.25 for two iron fenders and two fire dogs. A “fine fire grate”
bought by James H. Bull, January 9, 1860, cost $21.00, and two
days later he secured a $36.00 grate and a trivet costing $1.75.
The following December Eppes purchased another $21.00 grate.
Dr. John S. Bond bought two fire grates in November for $18.00
and $20.00.
Tallahasseans and their planter neighbors not only sought
the latest manufactured goods of whatever kind, but also newly
invented gadgets and other imports. Sad iron heaters or furnaces sold for $5.00; house bells for $1.50. Copper wire and
brass turns were needed to ring the bells. James H. Bull and
Joseph J. Williams bought folding stepladders for $5.00, while
a “patented fly trap,” selling for the same price, was in demand.
Bull bought a fly trap, a “garden and fire engine,” which cost
$35.00, and a plate warmer priced at $9.00. Walker ordered a
“fine ice cooler” for $4.50. English coffee pots were priced at
$5.50 and $6.50, and Britannia-ware teapots sold for $2.00.
Planished tea kettles and dishpans were available. Colonel
Robert Gamble secured twenty lightning insulators for $4.00.
New agriculture and gardening tools were sold. Guano distributors, selling for $1.00 each, were purchased early in 1860
by Amos Whitehead, Dr. Edward Bradford, William K. Beard,
and Captain William Lester.
House lighting was changing from candle to lamp, but
Tallahasseans seemed to be in some doubt about what kind of
lamps to buy or oil to burn. Rape seed oil was favored by
some, such as F. L. Villepigue, Joseph Chaires, and Dr. W. F.
Robertson, but it was expensive, cost $2.25 a gallon. Slusser
7. Civil War Governor John Milton labelled Bailey the richest man in
Florida. See an unpublished biographical sketch of Bailey by Susan
Bradford Eppes in David S. Walker Library, Tallahassee. Formerly
of Jefferson County, Bailey owned extensive plantations there and in
Leon County, and he operated a cotton mill at the edge of Monticello.
He moved to Tallahassee shortly before the outbreak of the war.
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purchased burning fluid, a mixture of high proof alcohol and
redistilled turpentine, from Aaron Seeley at $26.39 a barrel.
Burning fluid provided a bright flame, and it was the most
widely used lamp oil at this time, despite the fact that it was
extremely dangerous.8 One customer from Quincy burned
camphrene, a pine oil distilled from spirits of turpentine, and
bought a $3.00 camphrene lamp. Sperm and whale oil had
been abandoned by this time, but some still used lard or lard
oil. A. R. Paul of Quincy and D. C. Wilson of Tallahassee were
among those who used gas for lighting. Wilson ordered thirtyone feet of gas pipe for $10.00 in January 1860, and paid
thirty-eight cents for a tin piece for his gas fixture. A gas company in Tallahassee evidently manufactured the fuel. Kerosene,
which had only recently come on the local market, was gaining
favor, and former Governor Richard Keith Call, John Craig,
and George W. Scott used it in their homes.
Fine lamps, whatever the fuel, were in vogue. A “kerosene
lamp” sold for $3.50, but with all fixtures it could cost $5.00
or more. In March 1860, Stephen Ellenwood of Monticello
bought three solar lamps for $6.75.9 Some Tallahasseans, among
them W. G. M. Davis, Dr. James Randolph, and Robert G.
Shepard, owned “moderator lamps,” with elaborate mechanisms
for forcing viscid oils, such as rape seed oil, up a wick.10 F. L.
Villepigue bought a “fine pressure lamp” for $11.00, D. W.
Gwynn ordered a center table lamp costing $8.00, and William
H. Branch secured a lamp for $6.00. On October 30, Ellen Call
Long paid $5.38 for a lamp set for her father, former Governor
Call.
Besides cook stoves, customers also purchased accoutrements
for the kitchen and dinner table from Slusser’s. Ice cream
freezers were a novelty, and they were in demand in Tallahassee.
Mrs. Robert Williams purchased one for $4.50 on May 26, 1860,
and Mrs. William H. Branch ordered one on June 5. Barton
8.

Burning fluid gained great popularily in North America as the price of
whale oil rose at mid-century, but many persons were injured or
killed in accidents involving its use. Loris S. Russell, A Heritage of
Light: Lamps and Lighting in the Early Canadian Home (Toronto,
1968), 93.
9. Solar lamps, designed principally for the use of lard, came onto the
American market about 1850, most having been manufactured in Philadelphia. Ibid., 123.
10. Ibid., 88.
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Pope secured a six-quart freezer for $7.50 on June 8, and four
days later E. L. T. Blake purchased a four-quart Messen freezer
for $5.50. A “patented” freezer cost Colonel Finlayson of Jefferson County $5.50 on June 25. Sillabub churns, used to make a
wine and milk dish and selling for seventy-five cents, were
popular. James H. Bull ordered a refrigerator on May 25 for
$30.00, and T. W. Brevard bought one on July 28. Turkey
roasters were priced at $5.50 and egg beaters, $1.25.
Of the 12,343 persons living in Leon County in 1860, 9,089
were slaves; only a comparatively small number of the 3,194
whites were propertied with incomes from plantations or business enterprises. Only the more affluent could afford expensive
things like washing machines, refrigerators, and cook stoves.
Most people could afford only the basic necessities. Slusser’s
records show what white collar workers, mechanics, and common laborers were earning. The clerks in the store received
$2.00 to $2.25 a day, but any time away from work meant a
loss of pay. William Haar lost $9.00 for being absent “on a
spree” on November 5-8, 1860, and he and A. B. Hutchins,
another clerk, were docked $2.25 and $2.00, respectively, for
being absent on Christmas Day, 1860. Slusser paid his help’s
board bill and a few other expenses including laundry, which
usually averaged seventy-five cents to $1.25 a month for each
man. Aunt Lucy, probably a free black, was the laundress.
John, the barber, may also have been a free Negro. His and
Aunt Lucy’s poverty are indicated by the size of their occasional
purchases. John’s most expensive item was a barber’s block
for $5.00. Slusser paid $1.00 to have trees in front of his store
cut down, then $1.50 “for hire of Negro for planting trees.”
Mechanics and skilled craftsmen were relatively well paid.
Those doing routine gutter work earned $2.00 a day, and skilled
roofers and metal craftsmen received $4.00 a day.
Slusser’s store contained merchandise for the less affluent.
Water sprinkling cans cost seventy-five cents; bread toasters,
$1.00; salad washers, seventy-five cents; oyster knives, thirtyeight cents; coffee machines, $1.50; milk strainers, $1.75 a dozen;
turks head brushes, $1.25; cob web brushes, $1.00; and Japanese
brooms, fifty cents. There were an assortment of pots, dish
pans, and sauce pans available at twenty-five cents to fifty
cents apiece.
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Slusser carried on a large repair business, even on pots and
pans. Leon County’s major cotton planter, Joseph J. Williams,
sent in a slop pail for a new bottom, twenty-five cents, and a
water pitcher for repairs, thirteen cents. Former Governor John
Branch had a new thirteen-cent bottom put on his coffee pot.
When built-in obsolescence and the throw-away habit both
were unknown, Slusser repaired carriage lamps, the soda
fountain at Gregory and Tatum’s, the parasol of General Whitfield’s daughter, and on one occasion, Mrs. John Craig’s corset.
Bird cages frequently were brought in for repairs, and
Slusser sold many new ones, including three in January 1860.
D. Bray Maxwell paid $4.00 for a canary cage; James H. Bull
ordered a “fine bird cage” for $8.00; and another sold for $4.50.
Arvah Hopkins purchased one for $6.00 and David B. Hogue
for $6.50. Mrs. Anderson and Colonel Robert Gamble sent
their parrot cages in for repairs. A. Gallie, the Scottish merchant, paid $4.00 for a “mocking bird cage” and John Carson
$5.00 for a squirrel cage.
The new stock that began arriving in the fall of 1860 encouraged new business at the Slusser store. In addition to
housewares, pumps, gadgets, and luxury goods, there were many
toys — whistles, tops, false faces and noses, mechanical squirrels,
and dolls of many kinds. Mrs. William Bradford on one visit
purchased a gun, a glass dog, and a glass bird; Mrs. Nat Holland secured a wax angel, toy trunk, toy dog, and top. Some
well-to-do customers wanted expensive hobby horses. George
T. Ward, James H. Bull, and Rudolph Files, of Jefferson
County, bought hobby horses for $11.00, $9.25, and $12.50,
respectively. There were many sales of cheaper horses along
with children’s cabs and carriages for $5.00.
In November 1860, the store began selling items like a toy
on wheels, $1.50; a rolling doll, fifty cents; pollyoscope toy,
seventy-five cents; toy circus, $1.75; Japanese toy, seventy-five
cents; toy girl knitting, $1.00; china doll, $3.00; toy parlour,
$1.50; and tool chest, $2.25. India rubber footballs and small
India rubber balls were sold and occasionally a box of “alphabetic letters” for sixty-three cents. A rabbit drummer, toy guns,
and bugles cost fifty cents. Sales increased in December, reaching a peak just before Christmas. General William Bailey on
December 20 bought $5.43 worth of toys, including two trans-
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parent slates, four India rubber balls, one April butterfly, four
grace hoops, three china baskets, and four toy guns.
December not only meant Christmas, but in 1860 it was
also the season when talk of secession was loudest in Tallahassee.
On December 22 Florida voters elected delegates to the secession
convention scheduled to meet on January 3, 1861. Perhaps it
is not surprising that there were active sales of toy guns, bugles,
drums, and occasionally papers of torpedos and soldier hats.
Mrs. Thomas Maxwell bought a doll and a toy sword, and
Mrs. G. C. Townsend bought a box of “alphabetic letters” and
a toy gun for thirty-eight cents each.
The political crisis seemed to have had little effect on
business at the Slusser store. On December 1, 1860, General
Bailey ordered $66.17 worth of gutter and flashing for his
house.11 It took two men two days to do the work. On December 3 Mrs. Bailey ordered $27.21 worth of household supplies,
including an $8.00 plate warmer, a $3.25 egg boiler, a $5.00
chafing dish, a coffee piggon, a waffle iron, and a sillabub
churn.
The convention voted on January 10 to take Florida out
of the Union, and the next day the delegates signed the secession
ordinance at a public ceremony. Secretary of State F. L. Villepigue affixed the great seal of Florida to the document, then
announced in a “clear and distinct voice” (as a witness said)
that Florida was now “an independent nation.“12 On that
very same day he ordered a gallon of rape seed oil at the Slusser
store. The following day Mrs. Catharine Murat, who fired a
ceremonial cannon at the end of the ceremony and whose late
husband, Achille Murat, was a nephew of Napoleon, purchased
11. This doubtless was for the house later known as The Columns, at
Adams and Park Streets. Bailey had owned this place since 1847 and
occupied it after moving to Tallahassee. As late as March 2, 1860, the
house was occupied by Colonel R. H. Gamble and other members of
his family. The Slusser storebook identifies him as “brick house” Gamble
to distinguish him from his father, Colonel Robert Gamble. Marjorie
Fain, “Some Extracts From the History of the Gamble Family in Florida,” Tallahassee Historical Society Annual, I (February 1934), 40-55.
Built about 1830, The Columns was one of the first brick houses built
in Tallahassee. In August-October 1971, the Tallahassee Chamber of
Commerce moved it to Park and Duval streets to serve as its headquarters.
12. William Watson Davis, The Civil War and Reconstruction in Florida
(New York, 1913; facsimile edition; Gainesville, 1964), 67.

Published by STARS, 1972

51

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 51 [1972], No. 1, Art. 1
46

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL QUARTERLY

a thirty-eight cent coffee pot. 13 Trade was normal January 11,
and Slusser sold conical washing machines to Mrs. Bond and
Mrs. William Fisher, a $40.00 Daylight stove to Dr. Galphin,
and a $2.00 slop pail to General Bailey. Joseph Chaires paid
$26.51 on his 1860 account.
Despite the fact that the Federal blockade would soon cut
off the regular suppy of metal goods, zinc, lead, tin, and iron
products continued to sell. On April 26, 1861, General Bailey
ordered $16.25 for more gutter work, apparently to complete
the job only partially accomplished the previous December.
In June Joseph John Williams had gutters installed on his Calhoun Street home; the job came to $129.15.14 Edward Gamble
also had some gutter work done which cost $45.95. In June
Captain William Fisher bought a new empire stove for $28.00,
and Joseph Whitner ordered 120 feet of lightning rods and
points, which came to $31.50. George W. Betton bought a
kitchen range for $35.00 in July, and in October 1861, Joseph
Williams ordered a $20.00 fire grate. Metals were now becoming
scarce, and Frederick R. Cotten purchased sixteen feet of scrap
pipe on October 30. On December 9, 1861, A. Nims bought a
$15.00 rotary pump, the only one sold that year.
Tallahasseans continued to purchase new bathtubs and to
repair older tubs. Colonel A. A. Fisher bought a hip bathtub
on March 8, 1861, and on September 21, he ordered a zinc
hip tub for $7.00. Meanwhile, on April 17, he had returned the
first tub and replaced it with a “large bath tub with pipe and
stop cock,” which cost $16.00. Mrs. Sally Branch bought an
oval tub costing $8.00 on May 14, and B. C. Lewis secured for
$15.00 a tub on June 5. Lucian Duval paid $8.00 for a tub on
June 13. Mrs. Edward Bradford purchased an oval tub for
Pine Hill Plantation on July 3, and on July 29 James H. Bull
bought a $15.00 tub. On November 11, 1861, General Bailey
had his old tub repaired and repainted. On July 25, 1863,
Governor John Milton secured a sponge bathtub costing $25.00,
a shower bath costing $10.00, and a rope and pulley, apparently part of the shower mechanism, for $1.25. Milton must have
established a record as one of Florida’s cleanest governors for
13. A. J. Hanna, A Prince in Their Midst (Norman, 1946), 244.
14. The Williams House, at 217 North Calhoun Street, was razed in 1955,
and the land is now used for a drive-in-bank.
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he added to his lavatory equipment on August 18, 1863, with
two $4.00 wash pans and two $3.50 wash pans.
There always had been a demand in Tallahassee for guitars,
fiddles, fiddle strings, and other musical supplies, and some
items as they became available continued to be sold in wartime.
James S. Tucker bought a $6.00 banjo in April 1861, and on
June 11, 1863, Governor Milton bought six guitar strings for
$2.25. New bird cages were not available, but older ones were
repaired. In March 1863 Francis Eppes had some work done on
a squirrel cage which cost him fifty cents. In December 1862,
James B. Gamble’s purchases included a chess table, $15.00,
wood mats, $7.00, and a plate warmer, $7.00. Whimsical items
such as false noses with whiskers, china dolls, crying dolls, and
toys of every description continued to be in demand. In December 1861, Joseph J. Williams purchased $4.35 worth of toys,
and Colonel Robert Gamble paid $3.70 for two china dolls, one
harmonica, two china sets, two cuckoo birds, and a toy engine.
Beginning May 21, 1861, with the opening of hostilities,
Slusser started selling military supplies to the state of Florida
— canteens, mess kits, nests of kettles, tin plates, and other equipment were ordered. The first purchase was for $72.25, and by the
end of May Florida had bought $1,005.27 worth of equipment.
The largest order was placed May 31: $834.25 worth of equipment — 104 mess kits, twenty-six and one-half dozen mess pans,
1,759 canisters, and four goods boxes.
How Slusser had been able to stock military equipment is
not evident from the store records, but state purchases sent
sales zooming from $900.98 in April 1861, itself a good month,
to $1,401.20 in May 1861. Of the May transactions $142.20 was
cash and $1,259 credit. Slusser received payment from the state
on June 15. Between May and December 1861, he sold $1,706.26
worth of equipment to the state, receiving prompt payment.
Besides kitchen and mess equipment, Slusser delivered 500
belt buckles at twenty-five cents each. Between June and August
1861, he sold $203.80 in cartridge boxes, at twenty cents apiece,
to James B. Purdy, evidently a military purchasing agent, who
paid for the material in his own name.
In October 1861, Slusser began selling equipment to the
Confederate government, and these transactions, through
November 1862, amounted to $564.75. In the early days of
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mobilization some military supplies were sold to individuals,
either for themselves or members of the family or to outfit a
company. Thus on May 21, 1861, William H. Branch, and Dr.
John S. Bond each purchased a twenty-five cent canteen. Slusser
sometimes lined boxes with zinc, for use on military campaigns,
charging $4.00 for a medium size box and $10.00 for a large
one. On July 29, 1861, Wash Parkhill ordered $55.72 of equipment including canteens and camp dinnerware. P. B. Brokaw
secured $29.00 worth of army goods on September 27. Slusser
helped outfit George W. Scott when he organized a cavalry
unit. Altogether, his military sales during 1861, exclusive of
small sales to individuals, amounted to $2,476.08.
Slusser also continued to supply civilian purchasers from his
dwindling stocks. Sometimes the entries jostle together oddly in
the storebook. Following a sale of $74.90 in military equipment
to the state on May 22, 1861, is the sale of a china doll to Mrs.
Murat for $1.50; a powder flask to “Kirksey and nephew Jack”
for $1.75. One of the next entries was the purchase of a child’s
carriage by Charles S. Findlayson of Jefferson County.
Slusser’s personal involvement in the war, in addition to
his being a supplier, is indicated by occasional daybook entries.
On May 21, 1861, is entered a disbursement of $20.00 cash for
subscription “to the relief of the poor”; on June 8 $5.00 “cash
paid for clothing of volunteers”; on July 8 a $25.00 subscription to T. A. and John Bradford “for equipping the Leon
Hussars camp outfit”; and on November 6 a payment of $5.00
“for the relief of Charleston.” On April 7, 1862, the daybook
notes $10.00 “paid out for hospital,” and again on September
27, $50.00 “for hospitals.” The daybook in the spring and
summer of 1862 records the movement of his brother, Levi,
to and from military camp, and in April 1863, Slusser invested
$2,000 in Confederate bonds.15
With the military orders Slusser was able to keep pace with
his pre-war civilian business, but after the Confederate government purchase of November 3, 1862, the daybook records no
15.

Slusser apparently was a bachelor or widower without any children, but
he was from a large family, several of whose members lived in Vandalia,
Illinois, where his parents were buried. Levi and another brother, Isaac,
apparently lived in Tallahassee. Probate File 1036 A and B, Leon
County Courthouse.
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View of Monroe Street looking northward from Jefferson circa 1870. The
Slusser-Williams store was third or fourth from the corner ( Picture courtesy
of Mrs. John W. Henderson, Tallahassee)

William Pitt Slusser’s grave, Tallahassee City Cemetery
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more sales directly to the Confederacy or to the state. Slusser
apparently was able to obtain some goods passing through the
blockade or coming down illegally from the North. An entry
in November 1861, indicates an agent had been sent to Columbus, Georgia, probably on a buying trip; and in August 1862,
Slusser went to Richmond, Virginia, for two weeks. That he
was able to get goods from some source is indicated by sales
for December 1862, totaling $770.93, about half the prewar
level.
The shortage of supplies was reflected in the sale of lamp
oil. Tallahasseans had been utilizing kerosene for lighting,
but the war severely limited the supply. On May 10, 1861, Mrs.
Dozier bought a $3.50 kerosene lamp, and there were other
such sales indicating buyers expected kerosene to continue to
be available. On November 2, 1861, St. John’s Episcopal Church
obtained four gallons at the old price of $1.50 a gallon. However, by September 1862, the price had more than tripled, and
Colonel Robert Gamble paid $2.50 for only one-half a gallon.
Gamble secured a solar lard lamp for $3.00. In March 1863,
Robert H. Gamble, Thomas Hayward, and Edward Houstoun
paid $4.00 for lard lamps, while many others were bringing in
their old lard lamps for repairs. Rape seed oil also was expensive, and there was little available; A. B. Noyes paid $3.00
on January 5, 1863, for half a gallon. Burning fluid continued
to be used, but the price was also rising, and in June 1863, it
was selling for $2.00 a half gallon,
Clothing was very expensive. On November 19, 1862, Slusser
paid $18.00 for a pair of trousers, and shortly afterward $30.00
for a coat and $2.00 for a handerchief, prices more than twice
as high as they had been two years earlier. Governor Milton on
January 2, 1863, purchased three large lard cans for $45.00.
Foreign goods now sometimes entered the market, apparently
at greatly inflated prices. Joseph John Williams paid $8.00 on
November 13, 1861, for a “French made lamp” and in the
summer and fall of 1863 the presence of English gaiters led to
several expensive purchases: Dr. John S. Bond paid $35.00 for
a pair, Mrs. Bond, the same price, and Sarah Oliver, $25.00.
The daybook reflects a decline of sales as the war progressed. There was one other difference. Before the war, sales
had been largely on credit, but in December 1861, cash ex-
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ceeded credit sales for the first time. Cotton planters with no
place to sell their crop now became delinquent in their accounts for increasingly long periods, and Slusser apparently
began demanding cash more frequently. By June 1862, only
$9.38 in sales were credit, while cash sales amounted to $194.80.
Also many persons began to find it difficult to provide themselves with basic necessities. Mrs. Murat took to canning in
July 1861, buying a dozen twenty-cent cans and thirty-eight
cents cement to seal them.
On March 13, 1862, Slusser took a note from Joseph J.
Williams, Leon’s biggest cotton planter, and loaned him $1,000.
He loaned the same amount to the second largest planter,
Frederick R. Cotten, a few days later. On June 31, 1861, Slusser
loaned $1,000 to D. B. Meginniss, payable at eight per cent
cent interest the following January 1. He made another loan,
$2,000 on May 16, 1863, to Mary S. Chaires.
Slusser himself had been able to maintain a stable financial
position. In October 1861, he purchased a house at the northeast corner of St. Augustine and Calhoun streets for $1,200,
and he rented this at $200.00 a year while boarding himself.
In December 1861, he bought for $1,500 a second brick storehouse, this one less than a block south of his store on Monroe
Street. He rented the second store first for $200.00, then $175.00,
and finally for $140.00 a year. During most of the period covered by the storebook, Slusser rented a room, presumably in his
main store building, to M. Ginnetti for $5.00 a month. He spent
more than $200.00 in store improvements in 1860, $46.50 for
wallpaper, $64.00 for a display case, and an additional sum to
plaster an upstairs room. He bought four vacant lots — the
south half of the block between Monroe and Adams, Call and
Tennessee — for $450.00 in September 1862, and he fenced this
property. In a statement to the tax assessor, April 30, 1863, he
reported the value of his main brick storehouse at $4,000; other
real estate, $3,300; store stocks and trade items, $3,000; of
money loaned at interest $6,844; household furniture $50.00;
cash on hand, $4,181.81, total assets of $21,375.81.
Whether he was able to maintain this kind of financial
position through the war is doubtful, although after 1865 he
continued as a prosperous merchant.16 In the summer of 1863
16. Assets of $40,198.80, principally in real estate, were shown in an inven-
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Slusser devoted considerable attention to fabricating equipment for the Florida card factory owned by John Cardy. This
was an enterprise subsidized by the Florida government to
manufacture cards for cotton and wool spinning.17 Slusser’s
work for this enterprise totaled $198.62 between June and
November. He also sold several dippers and kettles for salt
enterprises along the coast, and evidently some of his sales were
related to the presence of Confederate personnel in Tallahassee.
City Hotel became an important customer at this time.
The surviving daybook of the Slusser store ends December
31, 1863. Sales presumably declined even more drastically in the
remaining seventeen months of the war. For a long time bathtubs, washing machines, and refrigerators had disappeared from
the store, and even the metal used in mending was nearly nonexistent. By May 20, 1865, when the United States flag flew
again above the capitol, the shelves must have been completely
empty of lamps, dishpans, sillabub churns, canning jars, toys,
and almost every other item.
tory following Slusser’s death on March 7, 1892. Boat-building was one
of his activities; he built the Wakotomica, a sidewheel steamer, in
Tallahassee railroad yards in the 1880s and which was in service between
St. Marks and Apalachicola and later between Carrabelle and Mobile.
Slusser’s Pond, formed by the waters which now flow in a drainage
ditch along Franklin Boulevard, and Slusser’s Park, of which it was a
part, were built as “a place of resort for children and ladies.” He also
had made plans at the time of his death to provide a fountain. His
will specified that a $1,000 monument be erected over his remains,
which were encased in a rolled steel burial casket costing $185.00. It
stands today in City Cemetery, Tallahassee. Sarah Lewis Henderson
to author, September 4, 1970; Tallahassee Weekly Floridian, March 19,
1892; Probate File 1036 A and B, Leon County Courthouse.
17. John E. Johns, Florida During the Civil War (Gainesville, 1963), 126-27.
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RASCAL OR REPRESENTATIVE? JOE OATS OF
TALLAHASSEE AND THE “ELECTION”
OF 1866
by P ETER D. K LINGMAN *

William Watson Davis, member of the so-called
E Dunning school
of post Civil War historiography, popularVER SINCE

ized Florida’s Reconstruction as a period of dark, corrupt,
rapacious rule, the image of the personalities and the events
from 1865 to 1876, has remained tarnished.1 Revisionism, which
overturned Davis’s view by suggesting that Republican “rule”
was tenuous at best and that corruption in politics was a sin of
both parties, has only partially rehabilitated the traditional
“tragic era.“2 One incident still offered as “proof” for the traditional view of Negro and Republican rascality in Reconstruction is the story of Joe Oats and his “election to [National
Negro] Congress” in 1866.
The story originated in John Wallace’s contemporary work,
Carpetbag Rule in Florida, and it was later repeated by Professor Davis. According to these writers, Oats, “a mulatto of
intelligence, of rascally practice, and of suave tongue,” was a
former slave on the antebellum plantation of Florida Governor
David Shelby Walker. A carpenter by trade, he had learned to
read and write before emancipation, and as a result, he was “elected” to go to Washington in February 1866 to represent the Leon
County freedmen. Several hundred dollars were raised to finance
his journey. Wallace described how many old men and women,
newly emancipated and obviously impoverished, gave “their last
dollar to send one of their race to the National Congress.“3
When Oats returned to Tallahassee, May 20, 1866, he was
met by a large throng of blacks. At a picnic celebration at
*

Mr. Klingman is an instructor in social sciences, Daytona Beach Community College.

1. William Watson Davis, The Civil War and Reconstruction in Florida
(New York, 1913; facsimile edition, Gainesville, 1964), passim.
2. See, for example, Jerrell H. Shofner, “Political Reconstruction in Florida,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XLV (October 1966), 145-70.
3. John Wallace, Carpetbag Rule in Florida (Jacksonville, 1888; facsimile
edition, Gainesville, 1964), 38-39.
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Houston’s Spring, he told his assembled listeners what he had
accomplished in Washington. Davis claimed that he spoke with
“frank dishonesty.“4 Later that day a fight broke out at the
picnic; apparently some of the freedmen did not believe that
Oats had actually gone to Washington. Wallace and Davis
assumed that he had not. In the latter’s opinion, he had traveled no further than Savannah, Georgia, before squandering the
money entrusted to him.5 Thus, Oats has come down in Florida
history as a classic example of the venal and corrupt politician.
Left with no further evidence than that gathered by Davis,
the revisionists have made no attempt to “revise” Joe Oats.
Instead, he has largely been forgotten.
In fact, Oats did what he was elected to do, and what he
announced he had done upon his return to Tallahassee. He did
journey to Washington, and he did attend a national congress.
Furthermore, on February 7, 1866, he was in the group of blacks
who held a one-hour interview with President Andrew Johnson.
Oats had been elected by Leon County freedmen sometime
in late January or early February 1866 at a meeting at the
African Methodist Church in Tallahassee to represent them at
the second post-war meeting of the National Negro Convention.6
Two years earlier the black leaders of the movement had
gathered in Syracuse, New York, to consider the future goals
and direction for their race. At that time, the delegates, including Jonathan C. Gibbs, who was to become Florida’s secretary
of state, were concerned that Lincoln’s emancipation proclamation be permanently safeguarded by a constitutional amendment.7 In the period between the Syracuse meeting and the
one in Washington in 1866, that goal had been accomplished
with the thirteenth amendment. Now, however, new problems
had arisen.
First, Lincoln’s assassination had brought a Southerner to
4. Davis, Civil War and Reconstruction in Florida, 428. Houston’s Spring
is approximately one mile southeast of the capital. Old Houston Pond
at the site was Tallahassee’s first water plant, built in 1890 and later
abandoned.
5. Ibid.
6. Wallace, Carpetbag Rule in Florida, 38.
7. National Negro Convention, 1864, Proceedings of the National Convention of Colored Men Held in Syracuse, New York, October 4-7, 1864,
with the Bill of Wrongs and Rights and Addressed to the American
People (Boston, 1864). Gibbs at this time was listed as a Pennsylvania
theologian.
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the White House. Andrew Johnson’s views on the “Negro question” were unknown to most blacks. Like Lincoln, he, too, was
born of poor white stock; both men were self-improved and selfmade, and both were staunch Unionists. But Johnson was from
the South and that worried the leadership of the National
Negro Convention. A more serious problem for blacks in early
1866 was the forthcoming expiration of the Freedmen’s Bureau
legislation. Although the proposal for its renewal lay before
Congress, there were strong indications that Johnson was unwilling to extend its operation. Despite the interpretations of
more recent scholarship that suggest that the Bureau’s agents
cared but little for the freedmen and were more concerned
with re-establishing order and productivity in the South, practically all nineteenth-century Negroes felt that it was indispensable.8 Blacks believed that Bureau agents had power enough
to offset the former slaveowner. And, as Presidential Reconstruction witnessed conservative control of southern state legislatures and executive branches, this power was even more
prized by the freedmen.
These factors resulted in the calling of a national congress
of black people in Washington in late January and early February 1866. Its purpose was to lobby for the renewal bill for the
Freedmen’s Bureau and to express black sentiments on the
course of Reconstruction. At the same time, the leadership of
the convention hoped to ascertain Johnson’s personal views
on racial matters.9
On Wednesday, February 7, 1866, Oats, Frederick Douglass,
representing New York in the convention, Lewis H. Douglass,
his son, who represented Maryland, George T. Downing, representing the six New England states, John Jones of Illinois, and
William Whipper of Virginia arrived at the White House for
a 10:30 a.m. appointment with the President.10 The request for
8. William S. McFeely, Yankee Stepfather: General O. O. Howard and
the Freedmen (New Haven, 1968), passim.
9. Philip Foner, Frederick Douglass (New York, 1964), 238-240. The
proceedings have not been preserved.
10. New York National Anti-Slavery Standard, February 24, 1866. Accounts
of the interview were published in many newspapers and in Edward
McPherson, Political Manual For 1866, Including a Classified Summary of the Important Executive, Legislative, and Politico-Military Facts
of the Period, From President Johnson’s Accession, April 15, 1865, to
July 4, 1866; and Containing a Full Record of the Action of Each
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an interview had been sent the previous Monday, and the reply
granting it had arrived early that Wednesday morning. No one
had prepared a written statement or a list of questions to ask
Johnson, and as the men sat waiting in the anteroom to the
President’s office, George Downing hastily scribbled a few opening remarks. The delegation agreed among themselves that only
Downing and Frederick Douglass would actually address the
President; the others would listen. The President was delayed,
and it was nearly noon before Joe Oats and the others entered
the office and shook hands with Andrew Johnson.
Johnson was obviously irritated from the start. Newspapers
that reported the event took special note of his confusion, incoherent remarks, and obvious hostility. Pro-Johnson supporters, on the other had, attacked the black delegates, primarily
Douglass, for trying to “trap” the President. After Downing
opened the meeting by expressing black dissatisfaction with the
enforcement of their rights, Johnson replied first by expressing
his friendship for Negroes. “If I know myself and the feelings
of my own heart,” he explained, “they have been for the
colored man.” He offered his own leadership to the race, calling himself their “Moses.” However, he did not enjoy being
“arraigned by some who can get up handsomely-rounder periods
and deal in rhetoric, and talk about abstract ideas of liberty.”
Frederick Douglass pointed out that Negroes like whites
were “subjects of the government.” They paid taxes, fought in
the war, and were responsible for their debts. As a result, they
were entitled, he insisted, to share the benefits as well as the
burdens of government. Johnson noted that the freedman had
gained much from the war. At least he had secured his freedom,
while the small white farmer had little if anything to show from
the conflict. The whole subject of guaranteeing black political
and civil rights, the President felt, belonged to the states and
not to the federal government. At that conclusion of the unsatisfactory meeting, Douglass announced that Johnson’s
position was now clear; blacks would have to depend on the
“people.” And with that, the delegation withdrew. Afterwards,
Johnson described the interview: “Those damned sons of bitches
Branch of Government (Washington, 1866). The following quotes are
from the interview as recorded in the Washington Daily National Intelligencer, February 8, 1866.
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thought they had me in a trap! I know that damned Douglass;
he’s just like any nigger, and he sooner cut a white man’s
throat than not.“11
Many people North and South sympathized with the President’s view. The New York Times stated that the delegation’s
position rested on a “selfish and arrogant estimate of their importance in the body politic.“12 One man wrote to thank Johnson for standing firm against the “impudence” of Douglass
and the delegation. 13 Another recalled that the President’s
views were similar to those he had held since the end of the
war. In the summer of 1865, Johnson had suggested that while
Negroes should be raised to “our present level,” white status
must increase at the same rate. By doing so, “the relative
position of the two races would be the same.“14 In Florida, a
brief reply written to the President by Douglass, Downing,
Oats, and the other delegates the following day, was published
by the Tallahassee Semi-Weekly Floridian under an editorial
headline, “Nigger Presumption-Fred. Douglass Rebukes the
President.“15 One prominent black, Martin R. Delany, who had
not been present at the interview, attached little hostility to
Johnson’s remarks. From Hilton head, South Carolina, where
he was stationed in the Freedmen’s Bureau, Delany warned the
delegates in Washington not to “misjudge” the President: “Do
not expect too much of him — as black men, I mean. Do not
forget that you are black and he is white. Make large allowances
for this.”16
The bill to renew the Freedmen’s Bureau was enacted over
Johnson’s veto by a Republican Congress already estranged
from the President. Neither the lobbying effort of the National
Negro Convention nor the meeting with Andrew Johnson can
11. LaWanda and John H. Cox, Politics, Principles, and Prejudice, 18551866: Dilemma of Reconstruction (New York, 1963), 163.
12. New York Times, February 9, 1866.
13. William S. Hodge to Andrew Johnson, February 8, 1866, Andrew
Johnson Papers, Library of Congress Manuscripts Division.
14. B. B. French to Johnson, February 8, 1866, ibid.
15. Tallahassee Semi-Weekly Floridian, February 20, 1866.
16. “To Messrs. G. T. Downing, William Whipper, Frederick Douglass,
John Jones, L. H. Douglass, and others; Colored Delegation Representing the Political Interest of the Colored People of the United
States, Now Near the Capitol and Government, Washington, D. C.,” in
Frank A. Rollin, The Life and Public Service of Martin R. Delany
(Boston, 1883), 281.
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be assessed. However, one thing is clear; Joe Oats had at least
witnessed one of the more intriguing confrontations of Reconstruction.
Oats returned to Tallahassee on May 20. Unfortunately, it
is impossible to know what he had done or where he had been
since February 7. According to Wallace, Oats feared for his
life if whites discovered what he had been involved with in
Washington. As a result, a committee “armed with old cavalry
swords and pistols,” escorted him to Houston’s Spring where
he told his story. 17 And, despite the fact that he later attended
the Florida state constitutional convention in 1868, Joe Oats
went down in Florida history as one of the earliest rascals of
radical Reconstruction.
17.

Wallace, Carpetbag Rule in Florida, 39.
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ST. AUGUSTINE SCHOOL: SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS
OF NEGRO PAROCHIAL EDUCATION IN
GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA
by H ARRY A. K ERSEY , J R .*

and Presbyterians already had active congregaTtionsB in Gainesville,
Florida, when, in 1868, the Episcopalians
HE

APTISTS

formed “Trinity Parish.” Land was secured and in 1873 a frame
church was built on north Main Street where the Masonic
Temple now stands.1 This structure served the needs of the
parish for over three decades.
It is not known whether black and white Episcopalians
worshipped together at Holy Trinity, but given the residual
southern white bitterness during Reconstruction and the Negro
separatist sentiment of the time it is highly unlikely. Nevertheless, the establishment of Negro congregations was a topic
often broached at diocesan councils, and some progress had been
made in opening parochial schools in conjunction with a few
of the churches. This was consistent with the philosophy
espoused by John Freeman Young, bishop of the Diocese of
Florida throughout the Reconstruction era.2 He believed that if
the church was to have lasting influence among blacks it should
provide elementary schools for the children and education for
the Negro preachers who were the leaders of their people.3
Young’s work among the freedmen in Florida was carried on
* Mr. Kersey is professor of education at Florida Atlantic University. Some of the themes in this article initially were explored by
William King in a graduate seminar paper presented at Florida Atlantic
University.
1. Frank W. Pisani, “Holy Trinity Church— Its Story” (Gainesville, 1951), 3.
2. Joseph D. Cushman, Jr., A Goodly Heritage: The Episcopal Church in
Florida 1821-1892 (Gainesville, 1965), 155-70. John Freeman Young
was ordained into the Episcopal priesthood in 1845, and after serving
various church posts in Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Texas, and New
York, he became the second bishop of the Diocese of Florida in 1867.
3. Ibid., 83-87. Young envisioned a network of Negro schools in his new
diocese under the direction of the Church. One of his strongest supporters was Harriet Beecher Stowe, a recent convert to Anglicanism and
a winter resident of Mandarin, who hoped to aid the project by teaching
and raising money. Because of the lack of funds in Florida and a
waning interest in the Negro in the North, the bishop’s hopes did not
fully materialize. Church academies were opened in Fernandina and
Lake City.
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by his successor, Bishop Edwin G. Weed, and by 1889 over 600
Negroes were attending seven Episcopal churches, while approximately fifty colored children were enrolled in parochial
day schools.4
The diocesan records for 1892 reveal that the rector at Holy
Trinity had established the St. Augustine Mission for Negroes
in the parish hall and had “opened a night school and hopes
soon to have a day school for colored children.“5 This may be
considered the beginning of the St. Augustine School, although
an organized educational program was still five years away. The
St. Augustine mission was the smallest of the Negro congregations established in north Florida prior to the division of the
Diocese in 1893; it was also the last to establish a parochial
elementary day school. Yet, it was the only one that survived
to this decade, and it remained throughout under the control
of its own congregation until the St. Augustine Church merged
with Holy Trinity Parish in 1970.6
The efforts to maintain a school were desultory until the
Reverend Mr. John Speight, a black minister, arrived in 1896.
Shortly thereafter classes were being conducted at the mission
with all grades meeting in one room. When a new church was
completed in 1907, the original structure was turned over to
the Negro congregation as a mission church, and the building
was moved to the corner of what is now Northwest Fourth
Avenue and Northwest Fourth Street where it served as both
a sanctuary and a school. In 1905 Ada Speight, a graduate from
the St. Augustine Normal School in Raleigh, North Carolina,
joined the school staff. Another Speight daughter, Florence,
also a graduate of the normal school, later joined the faculty for
a short time. A third teacher early in this century was Miss Ela
Kendrick. The conditions under which they labored were trying at best. The building was poorly heated, and the roof leaked
so that the children during a hard rain had to cluster wherever

4. Ibid., 186-87. Edwin Gardner Weed, a native of Georgia, was ordained
in 1871. After fifteen years as a rector in Connecticut, he became the
third bishop of the Diocese of Florida.
5. Journal of the 50th Annual Council of the Protestant Episcopal Church
in the Diocese of Florida (Jacksonville, 1893), 42.
6. Journal of the 127th Annual Council of the Diocese of Florida 1969
(Jacksonville, 1969), 106, 138.

Published by STARS, 1972

67

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 51 [1972], No. 1, Art. 1
60

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL QUARTERLY

they could find a dry spot to study.7 Funds for furniture and
educational materials were in short supply. For many years
there were only enough desks and chairs for the older students;
one observer recalls seeing the younger children sitting on the
kneelers and writing on the pew seats.8 The children provided
their own writing materials, and they brought lunches from
home as there were no kitchen facilities in the building.
In 1944 the original building had become so dilapidated
that it was torn down and a new one was erected with the
financial aid of the women’s auxiliary of the Diocese. The new
building was partitioned to provide a small section for worship
and a larger area for the school. In 1949 a surplus World War
II building from Camp Blanding was obtained and placed next
to the church as an additional school building. After regular
church services were discontinued in 1969, the space in both
buildings was devoted to the school.
The early funding for the church and school came from the
Episcopal Diocese of Florida, primarily from the bishop’s discretionary fund and the small Livingston Trust established for
the school; the total revenue from these sources never amounted
to more than $1,500 a year. This was supplemented by minimal
contributions from the congregation and tuition fees of the
students. In the beginning tuition was ten cents a week, and
many students paid with a bushel of potatoes, ears of corn, or
a cord of wood in lieu of cash. Lebbeus Speight, who attended
the school from 1900 to 1908, recalls that his father received a
salary of $30.00 a month, and part of that came from the Diocese.9 The Reverend Mr. Fred G. Yerkes, Jr., archdeacon of
Gainesville, who began supervising the school during the depression years of the 1930s, remembers that many children
generally brought their dimes to school in their mouths because their parents were afraid they might lose them, and every
Friday morning the teacher’s desk would be covered with wet
dimes.10 This tuition prevailed until after World War II when
it was raised to $1.00 a month. 11 In 1970 the tuition at St.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

Interview with the Reverend Mr. Fred G. Yerkes, Jr., Jacksonville, June
18, 1971. Tape in files of the author.
Ibid.
Interview with Lebbeus Speight, Gainesville, July 14, 1971. Tape in
files of author.
Interview with the Reverend Mr. Fred G. Yerkes, Jr.
Journal of the 105th Annual Council of the Diocese of Florida 1948
(Jacksonville, 1948), 55.
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Augustine was $4.00 for a five day week, including lunch in a
recently-added kitchen facility. The Diocese paired St. Augustine
with the Episcopal Child Day Care Centers in Jacksonville for
funding purposes in 1970, but it had little effect except to
raise teacher salaries. The bulk of funding for the school still
comes from local sources. This dependence on self-help rather
than the diocesan treasury can be traced in part to the influence
of Archdeacon Yerkes, who consistently held that St. Augustine
should be supported primarily by the constituency that it
served. This allowed the black community to shape the school
to meet its particular needs without undue influence from the
Diocese or the white Episcopal congregation in Gainesville. Such
a policy may not be viable in the future, but apparently it has
served the school reasonably well.
The organization of the school has fluctuated greatly since
its founding. From 1896 until about 1910 it offered work concurrently with the Union Academy for Negroes in Gainesville,
and went to the ninth grade. 12 From 1910 until the time of
Reverend Speight’s death on Christmas Day in 1924, the school
taught the normal elementary subjects but went no higher than
the sixth grade. After Speight’s death the school continued
under the direction of Melvis Jackson, who insisted that St.
Augustine remain a parochial elementary school despite some
feeling in the congregation that the school should not conflict
with Lincoln High School which had opened in 1923 and which
provided twelve years of education. In the late 1940s the organization and curriculum of St. Augustine was greatly influenced
by Dr. Florence Jennings, an experienced educator whom the
Reverend Yerkes had prevailed upon to work with the school.
She began reorienting the program toward a preschool curriculum, and conducted extensive in-service training for the
staff.13 This trend was reportedly vigorously opposed by Miss
Jackson, who resisted any change which she thought might
jeopardize the autonomous existence of the elementary school.
12. The Union Academy for Negroes in Gainesville was established by the
Freedmen’s Bureau in 1866. It opened in January of that year with
120 boys and girls as students, and offered the only public educational
opportunities for Negro children until Lincoln High School was opened
in 1923.
13. Journal of the 104th Annual Council of the Diocese of Florida 1947
(Jacksonville, 1947), 62: interview with the Reverend Mr. Fred G. Yerkes,
Jr.
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However, as Miss Jackson’s health worsened and public educational opportunities for black youngsters were expanded and
improved in Gainesville, fewer children entered the upper
elementary grades. Following her death in 1957 the course of
the school was irrevocably set toward its present status, and it
eventually was renamed the St. Augustine Day Care Center.
Some have observed that St. Augustine never was a true
parochial school in the sense that there was no substantive
direction from the Diocese on curriculum development, teacher
selection or supervision, and it received only minimal financial
support. Despite these shortcomings the quality of the school’s
program appears to have been good, according to the accounts
of some former students. Lebbeus Speight recalls his father’s
insistence that “the children learn something” and how he enforced this admonition with strong discipline.14 Evidently the
combination of no-nonsense education in a religious setting
appealed to many parents, for children sometimes walked three
to seven miles to attend what Gainesville’s black community
often called “Speight School.” It is estimated that enrollment
may have reached as high as ninety in the original building but
remained around fifty in the years since World War II due to
space limitations and local laws governing the number of students that could be accomodated. The tradition of excellence
established by the Speights was continued by Melvis Jackson
during her three decades as director. Although she possessed
only a high school education, she had a strong personality and
was highly respected since she emphasized both rigorous academics and character building. Mrs. George Gibson is director
in 1972. She attended the school in her youth and later returned
to teach under her cousin, Miss Jackson.15 Evidently Miss Jackson was a versatile and energetic person, for she taught all
grades above kindergarten utilizing used texts which she arranged to have supplied by the Alachua County School Board.
When children left St. Augustine for the public schools they
were sought by the teachers who knew that most of them would
be working on or above grade level due to their preparation.
Many students continued their education through college, and
14. Interview with Lebbeus Speight.
15. Interview with Mrs. George Gibson, Gainesville, July 14, 1971. Tape in
files of the author.
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today leading members of the black business and professional
community in Gainesville are alumni of the little white school
house “near the square.“16
With any private educational venture the question is inevitably raised— who patronized the institution? Certainly St.
Augustine did not cater exclusively to a particular religious or
socio-economic group as might be expected of an Episcopal
school. There were probably never more than two dozen black
Episcopalian families in the parish during its existence, and
that would not have sustained a school.17 Neither was there a
well established Negro “middle class” in the city which would
have patronized the school as a badge of social status. Therefore,
there appears to have been broad based support for the school
due in large part to the esteem in which the Reverend Speight
and Miss Jackson were held, but also because many parents
wanted more for their children than what available public education facilities had to offer Negroes throughout most of this
century.
In December 1971 the St. Augustine Day Care Center received its final financial support from the Episcopal Diocese of
North Florida, thereby terminating a seventy-five year association. An independent board of directors comprised of local
Episcopal churchmen, parents, and laymen now directs the
affairs of the center. Although its days as a school are at an
end, St. Augustine continues to serve the Negro community of
Gainesville, perhaps in ways more appropriate to the times and
needs of the people.
16. Ibid.
17. Interview with the Reverend Mr. Fred G. Yerkes, Jr.
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FLORIDA HISTORY IN PERIODICALS
This selected bibliography includes scholarly articles in
the field of Florida history, archaeology, geography, and anthropology published in state, regional, and national periodicals in
1971. Articles, notes, and documents which have appeared in
the Florida Historical Quarterly are not included in this listing
since they appear in the annual index of each volume. The
present listing also includes articles appearing in journals not
published on schedule and which were not included in the list
published in the July 1971 issue of the Quarterly.
BACOTE, CLARENCE A., “‘James Weldon Johnson [of Jacksonville]
and Atlanta University.” Phylon (Winter), 333-43.
BRICELAND, ALAN V., “Ephraim Kirby [1757-1804]: Mr. Jefferson’s
Emissary on the Tombigee-Mobile Frontier in 1804
[trade development with Spanish West Florida].” Alabama Review (April), 83-113.
BULLEN, RIPLEY P., “The Sarasota County Mound, Englewood,
Florida.” Florida Anthropologist (March), 1-30.
COKER, WILLIAM S., “Spanish Regulation of the Natchez Indigo
Industry, 1793-1794: The South’s First Antipollution
Laws?” Technology and Culture (January), 55-58.
CRAIG, ALAN, AND DAVID MCJUNKIN, “Stranahan’s: Last of the
Seminole Trading Posts.” Florida Anthropologist (June),
45-50.
DIN, GILBERT C., “The Irish Mission to West Florida [17861822].” Louisiana History (Fall), 315-34.
HARDMAN, CLARK, JR., “The Primitive Solar Observatory at
Crystal River and Its Implications.” Florida Anthropologist (December), 135-68.
INGRAM, JAMES M., “Dr. Louis Sims Oppenheimer [medical practice in Tampa]— Culture Among the Sandspurs.” The
Journal of the Florida Medical Association (August), 53-58.
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JONES, BARTLETT C., “Glimpses of Antebellum Florida: Tampa
Bay, Key West, North Florida.” Tequesta [The Journal
of the Historical Association of Southern Florida] (1971),
39-42.
KENT, GERTRUDE M., “The Coconut Grove School.” Tequesta
(1971), 3-17.
LONG, DURWARD, “Labor Relations in the Tampa Cigar Industry, 1885-1911.” Labor History (Fall), 551-59.
LUNDSTROM, MARY S., “Marco, Florida, in 1925.” Tequesta
(1971), 29-38.
MARKS, HENRY S., ed., “Boundary Disputes in the Republic of
West Florida in 1810.” Louisiana History (Fall), 355-65.
N EILL , W ILFRED T., “A Florida Paleo-Indian Implement of
Ground Stone.” Florida Anthropologist (June), 61-70.
OWSLEY, FRANK L., JR., “The Fort Mims [Alabama] Massacre
[1813].” Alabama Review (July), 192-204.
PARKS, ARVA M., “The Wreck of The Three Sisters.” Tequesta
(1971), 19-28.
RANDEL, WILLIAM, “Frederick Delius in America [Florida, 18841885].” Virginia Magazine of History and Biography
(July), 349-66.
REIGER, JOHN F., ed., ‘Sailing in South Florida Waters in the
Early 1880s, Part I.” Tequesta (1971), 43-66.
RICHARDSON, JOE M., Christian Abolitionism: The American
Missionary Association and the Florida Negro [18461876].” Journal of Negro Education (Winter), 35-44.
ROBINSON, WILLARD B., “Military Architecture at Mobile Bay.”
Journal of the Society of Architecture Historians (May),
119-39.
SEARS, WILLIAM H., “The Weeden Island Site, St. Petersburg,
Florida.” Florida Anthropologist (June), 51-60.
SHOFNER, JERRELL H., “The Army and Public Health in Reconstruction Florida.” The Journal of the Florida Medical
Association (August), 59-62.
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- - - - - - ,“The Chimerical Scheme of Ceding West Florida.” Alabama Historical Quarterly (Spring), 5-36.
SMITH, SAMUEL D., “Excavations at the Hope Mound with an
Addendum to the Safford Mound Report.” Florida Anthropologist (September), 107-134.
STRAIGHT, WILLIAM M., “The Yellow Jack [nineteenth-century
epidemics in East Florida].” The Journal of the Florida
Medical Association (August), 31-47.
WARE, JOHN D., “Mariano de la Rocque, Military Engineer: Two
Files of Documents.” El Escribano (January), 5-22.
---------, “Vicente Manual De Cespedes and Carlos Howard:
Service Records and Related Documents.” El Escribano
(October), 123-138.
WILES, DORIS C., “The Site of the Minorcan Chapel.” El Escribano (April), 68-81.
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Duncan Upshaw Fletcher: Dixie’s Reluctant Progressive. By
Wayne Flynt. (Tallahassee: Florida State University Press,
1971. ix, 213 pp. Preface, illustrations, bibliography, index.
$10.00.)
In the half century after 1890 the South produced a bountiful crop of agrarian political figures whose more constructive
efforts were often obscured by flamboyant rhetoric and crude
race-baiting. A different type of southern politician is the subject of this lucidly written book by Professor Wayne Flynt.
Duncan Upshaw Fletcher of Florida whose constituency was
urban as well as rural had little of the charisma that characterized many of his contemporaries. A thorough, methodical man
who minimized racial issues, he served as a stabilizing force
against religious and political extremism. So far as possible,
Professor Flynt has compensated for the absence of any sizable
body of Fletcher papers by judicious research in an impressive
variety of other sources. The product is a perceptive biography
of an important political figure who not only played a key role
in the development of Florida but who also figured prominently
in the passage of congressional legislation designed to alleviate
problems of a rapidly changing nation.
Arriving in Jacksonville in 1881 with a new law degree
from Vanderbilt, Fletcher immediately interested himself in
the affairs of the Democratic party and became identified with
urban progressivism at a time when Florida was affected by a
wave of agrarian radicalism. In 1887 he joined a reform
coalition to win a seat on the city council. Parleying his reputation as a municipal reformer into statewide support by
“championing the people’s interests,” he rapidly achieved a
prominent place in Florida Democracy. Both as a legislator
from Duval County in 1893 and as mayor of Jacksonville twice
prior to 1906, the prosperous young lawyer functioned in
politics as a moderate middle class reformer who was both
repelled by existing injustices and fearful of unrestrained agrarian radicalism. His successful campaign for a seat in the United
[67]

Published by STARS, 1972

75

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 51 [1972], No. 1, Art. 1
68

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL QUARTERLY

States Senate in 1908 against his former ally Napoleon B.
Broward was eloquent testimony of the fragmentation and
factional discontinuity that characterized much of Florida’s
politics in the era. In spite of a belief in “order and progress
by controlled and gradual change,” Fletcher as a senator for
twenty-seven years proved adept at adjusting his ideology to
accommodate the changing demands of his constituents. In the
senate his principal strength lay in the committee and party
caucus where his diligence, regularity, and diplomacy won for
him the respect of his colleagues. In no area did he perform
more effectively than in manipulating the Congressional pork
barrel. The development of waterways, especially the transFlorida canal, was a perennial concern. That Fletcher was no
mere party hack was indicated by the crucial role he played in
securing legislation identified with the New Freedom of Woodrow Wilson and the New Deal of Franklin D. Roosevelt. In
1916, for example, he provided “the impetus and structure” for
the Farm Loan Act and stood in the vanguard of maritime
reform. In the era of the New Deal his most significant contributions were in the field of banking and financial reform where
he served the Roosevelt administration loyally and efficiently
by outmaneuvering his Democratic colleague Carter Glass.
Fletcher’s “consistently progressive approach to foreign policy”
was exemplified by his attitudes regarding Latin America, the
Philippines, and the League of Nations.
Some readers may quarrel with Professor Flynt’s preoccupation with his subject’s place in the ideological spectrum and
with his overuse of such imprecise terms as conservatism, liberalism, neo-liberalism, pragmatism, and progressivism. Others will
undoubtedly desire to know more about the structure and
operation of Fletcher’s obviously durable political organization.
All readers, however, are likely to appreciate the attention
which this study devotes to “the interaction of politician and
local constituent” in the career of Duncan Upshaw Fletcher.
WILLARD B. GATEWOOD, JR.
University of Arkansas
Forerunners Courageous: Stories of Frontier Florida. By LeRoy
Collins. (Tallahassee: Colcade Press, 1971. xxii, 217 pp.
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Dedication, foreword, preface, acknowledgments, illustrations. $8.50.)
When former Florida Governor LeRoy Collins concluded
his 1968 campaign for the United States Senate, he not only
found himself defeated but also with thousands of dollars that
he owed for campaign expenses. There is little that is less inspiring than contributing to the loser of a political contest, so
Governor Collins tried a different approach to fund his debt
which would also provide an outlet for an unfulfilled desire.
He wrote, published, and marketed, with little overhead expense, this collection of stories of the Florida that he loves. The
result is a neat package, albeit with a top-heavy title, of interesting and smoothly-told stories ranging in time from Territorial Florida to the restoration of The Grove, the Tallahassee
home of his wife’s great-grandfather, Richard Keith Call, territorial governor of Florida and general of militia. Colcade, the
nominal publisher of the book, is an abbreviation for “Collins
Campaign Debt,” and according to the author, the complete
sale of the first printing erased the necessity for further use of
that name. But the contents of the book place Florida in debt
to LeRoy Collins for adding a valuable volume of Floridiana.
As Governor Collins points out in his preface, there are
four divisions to the book: the first contains stories from territorial times to Civil War; then, “Interlude” includes autobiographical, philosophical, and inspirational reflections; four
chapters cover incidents of Spanish-American War and turn-ofthe-century times; and the final and longest chapter, “The
House of Call,” spans the whole period of American Florida.
Author Collins is on shakiest ground with his account of
Osceola, and relies too heavily on the highly romantic and
largely fictional story written by Minnie Moore Wilson in her
Osceola, Florida’s Seminole War Chieftan. But a book such
as Forerunners Courageous cannot be judged or reviewed by
the same standards one would require of a book written by
Charlton W. Tebeau or John K. Mahon. As Collins himself
put it, borrowing a phrase from the weather forecasters, there
is a “ninety percent probability of authentic history” in the
account.
Collins, like all authors, is at his best when he writes about
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a subject he knows thoroughly and at close-range. His concluding chapter provides much intimate information about the
Call family, and it is really the love story of that family and
The Grove. All who were connected with that beautiful edifice
were affected deeply by it, and Governor Collins was no exception, calling it “a tiny star in the civilization of its time.”
In a vignette concerning his father, LeRoy Collins described
the “biggest, fightingest bass in Lake Jackson” by the name
of Joe Nathan. His father caught other large fish, but his
reason for returning was always to try for “old Joe.” Now that
Collins has dipped his pen of authorship in the literary sea
with this modest volume, perhaps soon he will be back after
Old Joe Nathan.
WILLAM M. GOZA
Clearwater, Florida

Two Islands: Grand Manan and Sanibel. By Katharine Scherman. (Boston: Little, Brown and Co., 1971. 256 pp. Introduction, illustrations. $7.95.)
Island sojourners are a special breed. Motivated usually by
a desire to escape the tensions and pressures of urban society,
they seek remote outposts, difficult of access, where they may
hope to find the simple, unhurried and sometimes primitive
style of life. Most are nature lovers, if not naturalists, sensitive
to sights and sounds, to the order and violence of the physical
world. Katharine Scherman, a perceptive observer and talented
writer, is one of these. City-born and bred, she has periodically
turned her back on the tumult of Manhattan for the comparative serenity of two other islands, Grand Manan and
Sanibel.
Except for their insularity these two islands have little in
common. Grand Manan, lying some eight miles from the
northern tip of Maine, is a part of Canada. Its eastern shore,
the habitable portion, faces the Bay of Fundy, which abounds
in sardines and herring and provides the island with its chief
commercial enterprise. Its western shore, almost harborless, is
rugged and forbidding. Its winters are long and rigorous, while

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol51/iss1/1

78

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 51, Number 1
B OOK R EVIEWS

71

the tidal action even on the eastern side often makes the approach by small craft a hazardous undertaking. It has never
enjoyed the vogue accorded to Nantucket and Martha’s Vineyard. Yet here Miss Scherman has found unspoiled natural
beauty and a quaint way of life out of step with the times.
“Grand Manan,” she explains, “attracts few visitors and has
little frivolity, organized or unorganized.” Although accessible
daily by boat it is “still not easy enough to attract the casual
tourist.”
Sanibel, in sharp geological and climatological contrast to
Grand Manan, is situated in the Gulf of Mexico, some three
miles from the mainland of southwest Florida. Its subtropical
climate combined with agricultural possibilities attracted a few
settlers in the late nineteenth century, but recurring hurricanes
discouraged farmers and today only a few remnants of citrus
groves and their sheltering Australian pines hark back to that
era. More recently it has been the quiet retreat of winter
visitors and collectors of shells, for which the island is noted.
Accessible by causeway and bridge since 1964, a development
which augurs badly for Sanibel’s future, its visitors are increasing and include many for whom its natural endowments
have little interest or meaning. Two wildlife refuges, however,
the Bailey and the J. N. “Ding” Darling, may continue to offer
food and safety for its birds and animals for some time to come.
In writing of both islands Miss Scherman has presented
excellent sketches of their geological and anthropological past,
as well as outlines of their more recent history. It is, however,
in the area of natural history that she is most at home. Her
knowledge of ornithology, in particular, is impressive. Her enthusiasm for both her islands shows through and may very
well be infectious, producing an effect which she would probably wish to discourage— that is, to attract more visitors to
these hitherto unspoiled spots. Like many other sensitive observers she has sorrowfully watched the encroachment of bulldozer and dragline wielded by land developers. Her trenchant
comment on Sanibel’s future may strike a responsive note
among her fellow “islanders.” “The only hope . . . is that a
hurricane will take charge again and wipe it all off . . . much
that is good would go too. But the trees would stay, and the
birds would come back; some people would return too, those
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who are used to hurricanes.”
This book is not addressed primarily to professional anthropologists and historians None of the paraphernalia of scholarship has been included. Although she has read widely and well
in preparation for her task, the author has not chosen to disclose her sources. It may be read, however, with pleasure and
profit by scholars. The two maps, in splendid detail, are extremely useful, while the twenty-four full-page photographs
are a delight.
E. A. HAMMOND
University of Florida

Spain and her Rivals on the Gulf Coast. Edited by Ernest F.
Dibble and Earle W. Newton. (Pensacola: Historic Pensacola Preservation Board, 1971. vi, 143 pp. Introduction, appendix, illustrations, index. $5.00; $3.00 paper.)
Florida’s early history was divided into two geographic
regions, the Atlantic coast and the Gulf coast. The western
arena, along with contiguous territory as far as New Orleans,
is the focus of the five major essays in Spain and her Rivals,
the proceedings of the second annual Gulf Coast History and
Humanities Conference held in Pensacola in December 1970.
A fresh and illuminating approach to the entire colonial
South is presented by Alfred B. Thomas in the opening essay
“Gulf Coast Colonial History: an Overview.” Contradicting
the standard treatment of American frontier history as a movement from east to west, Thomas shows that a more accurate
perspective is gained by mentally “standing” on the Gulf coast,
and looking northward to follow two and a half centuries of
frontier advance essentially linked to the Caribbean.
Objectives, methods, and results are evaluated by John J.
TePaske in his paper “French, Spanish and English Indian
Policy on the Gulf Coast, 1513-1763: A Comparison.” Beginning with a scholarly exposition of the contrast between Spain’s
theory and practice in dealing with natives, TePaske emphasizes that Spain, unlike France and England, did not give rum
and guns to the Indians. Spain’s principal accomplishment was
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the pacific establishment of a mission chain inland from the
Gulf coast in the Apalache region. Furthermore, these missions
existed without the support of the military posts common to
Spanish missions of the northern Mexican frontier. After the
founding of Charleston in 1670, Indian traders and colonial
governors carried on an aggressive British campaign for commercial profit and territorial expansion toward the Gulf coast.
Though ruthless, the English method was ultimately far more
successful.
The French entered the Gulf coast competition at Mobile
in 1699, a year after the founding of Spanish Pensacola. Indian
allies were a necessary part of France’s policy to stop England
and to control the Mississippi valley as a link between Canada
and the Caribbean Islands. Also using “rum and guns,” the
French were more skillful in establishing personal contacts with
Indian tribes, even to the extent of “going native.”
In spite of Spain’s economic disadvantage, a three-way
balance of power became effective in the Gulf coast region.
A similar balance developed among the leading Southern Indian tribes: the Choctaw generally allying with the French,
the Chickasaw with the English, and the Creeks remaining
neutral during this period.
Based on the same factual background as TePaske’s paper,
Hale G. Smith points out the historical implication of archaeological data in his discussion of “The Spanish Gulf Coast Cultural Assemblage, 1500-1763.” Very little evidence of European
contact with native civilization is recorded for the sixteenth
century, undoubtedly explainable by Indian hostility to Spanish
exploration. A few European objects, probably from shipwrecks,
were traded northward by Glades Indians. Most important is
the international character of artifacts from the major
eighteenth-century site, Santa Rosa Pensacola. Here, the predominant ceramics are Majolica ware from Spain and Mexico,
with some interesting aboriginal copies; English and Dutch
pipes, “manos” or grinding stones of Mexican type, many kinds
of iron tools, beads and such novel items as Jew’s harps and
music box keys, as well as French coins interpreted as indications of active though prohibited French-Spanish trade. Although the Spanish influence was mainly coastal, Smith concludes that the early eighteenth century featured intensive
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inter-cultural contact, a view corroborated by historical documentation.
Diplomatic and dramatic local history are combined in J.
Preston Moore’s treatment of the French uprising of 1768 in
New Orleans, an unsuccessful attempt to prevent introduction
of Spanish rule into Louisiana according to the terms of the
Treaty of Paris. On the local scene, the leading dissidents
planned the insurrection to bolster the value of French currency they had cornered. As added factors, Moore cites a realistic fear that Spanish mercantile policies would bring economic
disaster, and cultural friction between Ulloa, the new Spanish
administrator, and a French population in which the Seven
Years’s War had nurtured a “bold and defiant individualism.”
The uprising created a very small ripple in French-Spanish
relations, even though the punishment inflicted by Spanish
General Alejandro O’Reilly was unexpectedly rigorous, including execution of five leading citizens.
The field of the humanities is admirably represented by the
contribution of Samuel Wilson, Jr., “Gulf Coast Architecture.”
The thirty-two plates from French, Spanish, and American
sources form a unique collection, probably the most outstanding section of the volume. Colonial history becomes more vital
when it is possible to view the structures that were part of the
contemporary scene. Wilson observes that the pole-framed
Indian dwellings, with matted exterior and thatched roofs,
were similar to homes of Mayans living further southwest along
the Caribbean coast. A type of native wall-plastering, moss
dipped in mud, was used by European settlers for many generations. Noting the persistence of French influence, Wilson
carries architectural history up through the introduction of
cypress shingles and wood siding, the innovation of locallymade brick and later addition of iron grill-work of Spanish
artisans, and finally the arrival of American Federal style
design.
Contents also include a report on films as visual aids to
colonial history by Lucius Ellsworth, and in the appendix a
bibliography of the Spanish borderlands by William S. Coker
and Jack D. L. Holmes reprinted from the Florida Historical
Quarterly, XLIX, April 1971.
Ann Arbor, Michigan

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol51/iss1/1

HELEN HORNBECK TANNER

82

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 51, Number 1
B OOK R EVIEWS

75

Anglo-Spanish Rivalry in North America. By J. Leitch Wright,
Jr. (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1971. xiii, 257 pp.
Acknowledgments, introduction, abbreviations, maps, notes,
bibliography, index. $10.00.)
Professor J. Leitch Wright, Jr, has written a grand synthesis
concerning ‘Spain’s response to English intrusions into North
America.” Ranging over more than three centuries (1492-1820)
and a myriad of events and individuals, his narrative gives
colonial Florida a prominent place. He divides the book into
three periods. For the first (1492-1763) the author demonstrates
the slow but relentless push of the English into the Spanish
Southeast. If direct confrontations between Spain and England
over North America occurred sporadically and primarily on the
sea or at diplomatic conference tables in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries, the coming of Queen Anne’s War saw the
conflict become more violent and bloody. Governor James
Moore’s siege of Saint Augustine in 1702 and his sweep through
Apalache in 1704 were but two of many incidents. The founding of Georgia in 1732 created new tensions, and in the War
of Jenkins’s Ear both Spanish Saint Augustine and English
Frederica fell under attack. But as the English extended southward under the imperious James Oglethorpe, the Spaniards
managed not only to hang on but actually to strengthen their
hold on Saint Augustine and the Gulf coast, losing Florida in
1763 only through a diplomats’ treaty. Transitional and confused, the period 1763-1783 saw rivalry center more upon control of the Mississippi, crucial now because of English acquisition of Canada and Spanish control over Louisiana. The outbreak of the American Revolution, however, prevented any
serious British threats to Louisiana, and in 1781 Bernardo de
Galvez even succeeded in retaking Pensacola. The last epoch,
1783-1821, is by far the most complex because of the involvement of the United States, but it is also the most colorful,
dominated by such figures as William Augustus Bowles, Alexander McGillivray, Gregor McGregor, Panton and Leslie, and
a host of others. Their conspiracies and counter-conspiracies,
particularly among the vacillating Indians, persist until the
cession of Florida to the United States in 1821.

Published by STARS, 1972

83

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 51 [1972], No. 1, Art. 1
76

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL QUARTERLY

This book is tightly written and well researched. An inveterate bibliophile, Professor Wright has combed archives in
Spain, Mexico, England, Canada, and the United States. Based
almost entirely upon a welter of primary sources, his analysis
is surprisingly incisive, covering over 300 years in 190 pages of
text. As broad synthesis, the book does not contain much that
is new, either in fact or interpretation, but the author’s quest
was not for patterns or a new interpretative framework. He
aimed at providing a straight-forward narrative of the men
and events surrounding Spanish-English rivalry in North
America, and he has succeeded admirably.
Duke University

J OHN J. T E P ASKE

The North Carolina Continentals. By Hugh F. Rankin. (Chapel
Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1971. viii, 428 pp.
Preface, works cited, index. $12.50.)
Hugh F. Rankin has written a detailed military history of
most of the battles west of the Hudson River and south of West
Point. The book covers every battle in which any North Carolina troop (Continental or militia) had any part. If one is
looking for a study of the problems, frustrations, and exploits
of the North Carolina soldiers in the American Revolution —
this volume is not for them. If one desires a readable account
of military activities in the geographic area described above —
this is their book. Rankin has brought together some of the
fullest accounts of the battles of Moore’s Creek Bridge, Brandywine, Germantown, Guilford Court House, and Eutaw Springs,
among others. The extent of his details is unlimited, e.g.:
Daniel “Morgan had insisted that he be relieved of active duty
for, in addition to his sciatica, his piles had grown so painful
that it was impossible for him to sit a horse.”
While primarily concerned with military history, Rankin
does focus on civilian problems which influenced military decisions and activities. His treatment of the problems created
by lack of supplies, reluctance of private citizens to take the
credit of the Continental Congress, weakness of militia units,
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interference of state government officials, recruiting, pay, and
desertions is excellent. The blundering due to inept leadership
and poor communications on both the British and American
side makes one wonder how anyone won the war.
The title of the book is definitely misleading. It is not a
study of the North Carolina Continentals but rather a study of
the military action in which North Carolina troops not necessarily Continentals, participated. Many chapters make little,
if any, reference to the North Carolina Continentals, and no
one chapter is fully devoted to them. The footnotes and bibliography indicate that the research was thorough; however,
there is nothing new presented. The method of combining all
the footnotes together at the end of each paragraph is disturbing to the serious reader. Even quotations within a paragraph
are not separately footnoted. There is one serious omission;
in this book devoted to minute detail of many battles and
skirmishes there is not one single map. Even though Rankin
does not reveal anything new or startling, he does bring together many previously used primary and secondary sources of
the various battles in a very readable style.
EDWARD S. PERZEL
University of North Carolina at Charlotte

The Papers of Jefferson Davis: Volume I, 1808-1840. Edited by
Haskell M. Monroe, Jr., and James T. McIntosh. (Baton
Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1971. xii, 594 pp.
Introduction, acknowledgments, general view of the work,
editorial method, symbols and abbreviations, illustrations,
chronology, maps, appendices, list of sources, index. $15.00.)
Jefferson Davis was a late bloomer, writes Bruce Catton in
his felicitous introduction to Volume I of The Papers of Jefferson Davis. Indeed, there is little in this volume to indicate that
he would become one of the leaders of his generation. His
performance at Transylvania University and at West Point
was mediocre. At West Point he piled up a remarkable number
of demerits, whereas Lee who was there at the same time had a
perfect record. But then, the offenses for which demerits were
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given (a list is included in this volume) seemed mostly petty
and even ridiculous. He was court-martialed and nearly dismissed from the military academy for being caught at Benny
Haven’s tavern where liquor was sold. His record as a young
lieutenant on the western frontier was adequate, but there was
little opportunity for him to distinguish himself. He showed
magnanimity in the treatment of Black Hawk whom he guarded. There were other attractive qualities in his nature which
the letters bring out, especially his devotion to his parents
and family. He seemed to care little for money but greatly for
honor.
The cataclysmic event in his early life was the death of
his young wife, a daughter of Zachary Taylor, who had strongly
opposed the marriage. Davis had resigned from the army in
order to marry her. The papers in this volume contain scarcely
anything about his courtship of her or the tragedy of her death.
There is also virtually nothing in the volume about his life
as a planter in Mississippi except an excerpt from the census
returns of 1840 which lists him as owning forty slaves, only
twenty-nine of whom were engaged in agriculture. The contents of this first volume are somewhat disappointing, containing a large number of routine military abstracts, and I could
not discover why 1840 was selected as the termination date.
High praise, however, should be awarded to the editors for the
excellent detailed footnotes and the critical ability that they
have displayed.
There are some indications in the paper that despite his
late blooming, Davis had a forceful character and was a man
of great courage. One of the most interesting documents is the
record of a court-martial in 1835 in which the young officer was
tried for disrespect to his superior officer. He defended himself
with great spirit. His pride, which was later to cause him
trouble as Confederate president, flared out when he asked
(p. 379) “Can it be required of a Gentleman, is it part of the
character of a soldier to humble himself beneath the haughty
tone, or quail before the angry eye of any man.” His high
spirit and southern sympathies were also displayed when he
wrote during the nullification crisis that he would resign his
commission rather than fight to coerce a state.
University of Kentucky
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The Image of Lincoln in the South. By Michael Davis. (Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1971. 205 pp. Introduction, bibliography, index. $7.95.)
Lincoln on Black and White: A Documentary History. Edited
by Arthur Zilversmit. (Belmont: Wadsworth Publishing
Co., 1971. 187 pp. Preface, suggestions for further research.
$3.95.)
Both of these books are about Abraham Lincoln — but in
an almost incidental way. Michael Davis and Arthur Zilversmit
have “used” Lincoln to say some very profound and transcendent things about the American experience.
The Image of Lincoln in the South deals with the Lincoln
idea in the southern mind from 1860 to 1909. Author Davis
shows that during the presidential election campaign of 1860,
the secession crisis, and the war, Southerners perceived the
living Lincoln as an earthy buffoon, a tyrant, and an ogre,
respectively.
After 1865 many Southerners attempted to win the Lost
Cause with words. Predictably these words were often bitter,
and Lincoln, martyr in the rest of the nation, was the object
of some of the worst invective. Gradually with the coming of
the New South, ideas about Lincoln softened. Some Southerners
still remained unreconstructed, and some used Lincoln’s words
to justify their racist actions and attitudes. Yet many Southerners saw Lincoln as a national hero and began themselves to
contribute to the Lincoln legend. By 1909, a century after
Lincoln’s birth his image was both cause and index of the
South’s reattachment to the union.
Davis has done a beautiful job, and this is a highly satisfying monograph. By exhaustive research and keen analysis,
he has found and followed the Lincoln image and displayed
its subtlety and significance. Equally important, Davis’s prose
is polished and paced. The Image of Lincoln in the South is
intellectual history written by an intellectual.
Lincoln on Black and White is a collection of primary materials focusing upon Lincoln’s ideas on race. Zilversmit has
designed the book as a supplemental text for use in history
courses. Both student and teacher will appreciate it. The book
is part of the American History Research Series of which
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Zilversmit is co-editor with William R. Taylor. In keeping
with the series format, Zilversmit introduces, ably edits, and
presents original source materials. Lincoln on Black and White
allows the reader to make history an active, rather than a
passive, discipline,
The concept is intriguing. Most historians long ago
abandoned the notion that their function was only to transmit
historical data or facts. Yet when teachers stress interpretations
of data, they too often discover that students memorize these
interpretations and mentally treat them in the same sterile
way that they treated data. By assembling significant materials
about a concrete historical problem, Zilversmit has offered
readers the challenge to “do” history, to perform the functions
of an historian.
The topic, Lincoln and race, is important. Historians have
alternated between writing about Lincoln, the Great Emancipator, and Lincoln, the racist hypocrite. Zilversmit has enabled
students and general readers to make their own judgment
based on evidence. In the process these readers may discover
for themselves the excitement and intellectual viability that
historians have so long claimed for their discipline.
EMORY M. THOMAS
University of Georgia
White Terror: The Ku Klux Klan Conspiracy and Southern
Reconstruction. By Allen W. Trelease. (New York: Harper
and Row, 1971. xlviii, 557 pp. Preface, introduction, illustrations, epilogue, source notes, bibliographical essay, index.
$15.00.)
As recently as twenty years ago perhaps a majority of
scholars working in United States history accepted at least
the essentials of the traditional white supremacist thesis that the
Republican party’s policies toward the post-Civil War South,
founded of efforts to provide suffrage and some other elements
of citizenship for black people, amounted to a disastrous blunder
for the entire nation. The conviction that the Reconstruction
years had been a “tragic era” became an important ingredient
in the national racist consensus following the abandon-
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ment of federal support for the remaining Radical Republican
state governments in the mid-1870s. Under this consensus the
Ku Klux Klan, which had been the main instrument for white
terrorist activity against the freedmen and the Radical governments, acquired an image of romanticism, mystery, and nobility.
This image fastened itself on the American consciousness even
more firmly in the early part of this century with the publication of Thomas B. Dixon’s popular fictional glorifications of
the Reconstruction Klan and with the appearance of D. W.
Griffith’s sensational motion picture, The Birth of a Nation.
In the 1920s the bright legend of the old “Ku Klux” contributed significantly to the nationwide growth of the Invisible
Empire, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc., which had a broader appeal but adopted largely the same tactics as the earlier
masked movement.
Allen Trelease’s long-needed book is a logical and indispensable contribution to the task of overhauling the historiography of the Reconstruction South, a task that has occupied
a large portion of the present generation’s historians. Trelease
completely discredits the version of the original Ku Klux Klan
given in Stanley Horn’s eulogistic The Invisible Empire (1939),
which for want of anything better has been the standard general account until now. What Trelease has done is to strip
the layers of legend from the Klan to reveal a massive conspiracy — either actively supported or acquiesced in by the
great majority of white Southerners — to turn back any
challenge to the dictum that the South was “a white man’s
country.” Although instigated at Pulaski, Tennessee, in 1866,
the Klan had no real center and was not even one organization,
but rather an aggregation of local terrorist bands operating
in every ex-Confederate state as well as Kentucky. Trelease
uses the term Ku Klux Klan generically to refer not only to
those outfits going by this name but also to such groups as
the Knights of the White Camellia in Louisiana and the
Knights of the Rising Sun in Texas.
At great length and with almost excruciating detail, Trelease describes the countless outrages — ranging from beatings,
mutilations, and outright murders to forced evictions and
political fraud — perpetrated by Klan and Klan-like groups
before 1871-1872, when federal prosecutions under new con-
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gressional legislation somewhat curbed the reign of terror. Constructing his narrative mainly from testimony in the thirteenvolume congressional investigation of the Klan in 1871, from
state archival and manuscript collections, and from local newspapers, Trelease shows that the Klan movement was strongest
in those parts of the South where whites were in a majority,
and that because of this fact and because Republican state
governors were reluctant to use black militia against white
citizens, federal enforcement with federal troops was the only
effective means of maintaining the safety and civil rights of
local Radicals. But after 1872 federal authorities became generally unwilling to use military force in the South. While Ku
Klux groups became mostly inactive, subsequent terrorist campaigns — more widespread, more systematic, and more overtly
political than the Klan — were able to capture the few state
governments still in Radical hands. Once again we are reminded that the fundamental weakness of Radical Reconstruction
was its lack of radicalism. That is the central message of Trelease’s book, as exhaustive a study of the Ku Klux conspiracy
as we are likely ever to need.
Ohio University

CHARLES C. ALEXANDER

Genteel Partisan: Manton Marble, 1834-1917. By George T.
McJimsey. (Ames: Iowa State University Press, 1971. xi, 333
pp. Preface, illustrations, notes, bibliographical essay, index.
$10.75.)
Best known to Floridians for his seamy role in the electoral
vote count at Tallahassee during the 1876 Hayes-Tilden election dispute, Manton Marble was owner and publisher of the
New York World, which he made into an influential Democratic
party organ, during the Civil War and Reconstruction. After
selling the paper he continued as a party spokesman with varying influence for perhaps twenty more years. He was a neargreat editor and a would-be president-maker who never quite
made the first team. Professor McJimsey deserves credit for
writing a competent, balanced biography without trying to
make of Marble something he never was. The work is based on
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broad research in the pertinent sources, including the extensive,
if carefully screened, Marble collection in the Library of Congress.
Encouraged by a schoolteacher father, Marble early acquired a taste for literature and art which was cultivated
during his college days at the Baptist-oriented University of
Rochester. With a determination to succeed and a strong commitment to high personal standards, he decided after some
hesitation that literary criticism was to be his field of endeavor.
A series of newspaper jobs in Boston and New York led him
to the staff of the New York World, which he ultimately purchased. A devout Baptist and a conservative Whig at first,
Marble repeatedly rationalized the compromises he found necessary in a practical world. He lost his interest in religion and
became a Republican when the Whig party disappeared. His
big chance came when he bought the World, but the purchase
price was his switch to the Democratic party for which he became a major spokesman for the rest of his active life.
Attempting to formulate and guide Democratic policy at
a time when the party was on the unpopular side of most issues
and hopelessly factionalized, he sacrificed principle to party
with increasing ease. He even supported William M. Tweed
when other city journals were exposing the “boss.” But it was in
Tallahassee, Florida, where his performance reached its greatest conflict with his earlier idealism. One of the few persons
who had genuinely warm feelings for Samuel J. Tilden, Marble
desperately wished to see him inaugurated as president in 1877.
During the uncertain period when the Florida canvassing board
was deciding the extremely close election in that state, Marble
participated in an unsuccessful attempt to bribe one of the
board members. Professor McJimsey treats the episode fully,
showing how the idealistic young literary critic was transformed
by life experiences into a person who could rationalize the purchase of an electoral vote so that a “reform” candidate could
become president. In later years Marble became a recognized
Democratic authority on bimetallism but perhaps the 1876
episode best illustrates the significance of his career and this
biography. An idealistc young man set out to make his way
in nineteenth-century partisan politics and reached the high

Published by STARS, 1972

91

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 51 [1972], No. 1, Art. 1
84

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL QUARTERLY

point of his career when he tried to buy the vote of a public
official and failed to complete the transaction.
JERRELL H. SHOFNER
Florida Technological University

George Peabody: A Biography. By Franklin Parker. (Nashville:
Vanderbilt University Press, 1971. x, 233 pp. Dedication,
foreword, illustration, bibliographic essay, appendix, bibliography, index. $8.95.)
This brief, sympathetic biography of George Peabody provides the only published scholarly study of the full life of the
great philanthropist. It is based upon the author’s dissertation
which was drawn from extensive research in manuscript depositories in both England and the United States.
Peabody was an interesting character whose career carried
him, with little formal education, from work as an elevenyear old clerk in a local store, to management of an uncle’s
dry goods store in Georgetown, D. C., to partnership in a merchandising firm in Baltimore, to the establishment of the great
merchant banking firm in England, which was the predecessor
to the House of Morgan. If the author provides little detail on
the process by which Peabody acquired his wealth, he does
emphasize his efforts to develop an Anglo-American bond in
the wake of the War of 1812. Much emphasis is given to Peabody’s penchant for lavish entertaining, and especially to his
annual Independence Day dinners in London, which were to
draw together citizens of the former enemy nations. Throughout the book, the trivial details of dinners and public ceremonies receive much attention.
The origins of his major philanthropies are developed in
some detail: the Peabody institutes in Danvers (now Peabody)
Massachusetts, and Baltimore; the Peabody Education Fund
for the development of education in the post-bellum South;
and the Peabody donation fund of London to provide improved
housing for the poor. The author also relates the circumstances of most of the minor gifts, as well as the benevolences
which Peabody bestowed on members of his family, over whom
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he presided as a patriarch through his correspondence from
London.
The existing sources have afforded Parker little significant
insight into the personality of the enigmatic benefactor, and
the author has ventured little analysis on his own. Because of
this lack, the book is disappointing to the scholar looking for
a definitive treatment of Peabody or his role as financier and
humanitarian. The book is quite readable, however, and provides a unique contribution by recording the details of the
donations of one of the earliest American philanthropists.
THOMAS S. MORGAN, JR.
Winthrop College
In the Cage: Eyewitness Acconts of the Freed Negro in Southern
Society, 1877-1929. Edited by Alton Hornsby, Jr. (Chicago:
Quadrangle Books, 1971. vii, 272 pp. Acknowledgments,
introduction, index. $7.95.)
The accounts included in this anthology, taken from the
writings of forty-two Northern and foreign visitors, provide
a fascinating description of the life of southern Negroes in the
years from Reconstruction to the Depression. A variety of topics
are covered in chapters devoted to Pedagogues and Pupils,
Making a Living, Life and Leisure, Religion and Superstition,
Manners and Morals, Crime and Punishment, and Politics.
Among the commentators are such well-known writers and
politicians as James Bryce, W. E. B. DuBois, Ray Stannard
Baker, Albert Bushnell Hart, André Siegfried, Frank Tannenbaum, and Rutherford B. Hayes, as well as a number of less
known but nonetheless astute observers.
Hornsby has kept his introductory comments to a minimum.
He notes the “striking conclusion to be drawn from these impressions of outsiders is that they did not differ radically from
those usually attributed to Southern whites.” Secondly, “the
observations . . . confirm the view, now widely held, that the
mass of blacks enjoyed no radical advances in social and economic conditions” during this period. Thirdly, it is evident
that “the political status of the blacks actually deteriorated.”
Only a few observers could understand, under these circum-
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stances, the importance of “the black church” to the Negro.
Finally, “many outsiders made less than judicious reports of
black life because they failed to realize that three centuries of
slavery and discrimination had obscured the social, cultural,
economic and political capacities of the Negro and in many
instances actually distorted his personality.”
The views of the observers, both favorable and unfavorable,
raise some significant questions. They reveal on the whole, if
not a radical, certainly a real degree of progress by the Negro
except in the area of politics. And this was precisely the
position argued by Booker T. Washington. Can this degree of
progress be characterized as being, “In the Cage”? If there was
a cage, was not the door open for those who chose to move
North? One cannot have it both ways. If the Negro had all of
the hindrances from the past which Hornsby suggests should
be taken into consideration, then the progress of the black man
was in many ways remarkable. To have expected radical change
was simply unrealistic.
Only a few short fragments of the book relate specifically
to Florida, but this is an interesting and valuable anthology
on Negro life in the South after Reconstruction.
WILLIAM MARINA
Florida Atlantic University
The Reluctant Farmer: The Rise of Agricultural Extension to
1914. By Roy V. Scott. (Urbana: University of Illinois Press,
1971. xi, 362 pp. Preface, bibliography, index. $8.95.)
This book is a history of farmer movements in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, yet it is different
from other such books. Rather than detailing the radical political and economic protest of the period, the author deals with
the attempt by agricultural leaders such as Seaman A. Knapp
and Perry G. Holden to aid farmers through education,
especially agricultural extension.
The author begins with an account of early attempts at
education through agricultural societies and the farm press.
The next advance was the development of farmers’ institutes
in the late nineteenth century. These meetings which gathered
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together farmers from a particular locale sometimes lasted for
several days and featured lecturers and programs sponsored
by the local group.
At about the same time in the South, Knapp was beginning
his farm demonstration work which was to become immensely
popular and assist southern farmers in diversifying their operations and restoring depleted soil. Knapp’s demonstration
technique was carried North and West by William J. Spillman.
It was from this demonstration work that the system of county
agricultural agents evolved.
The land-grant agricultural colleges of the nation had been
offering extension education through bulletins based on experiment station work, convening institutes, correspondence
courses, answering farmers’ questions through the mail, and
other devices; but one thing they disdained was the county
agent system. It was a triumph for Secretary of Agriculture
David F. Houston when he persuaded the agricultural colleges
to join with the United States Department of Agriculture in a
program of agricultural extension including the county agent
system, and thus the necessary support was garnered for the
historic Smith-Lever Act of 1914 which assured continued
federal support for agricultural extension.
This book is an important addition to agricultural history
literature. An extensive bibliography and footnotes attest to
the scholarship. Its single drawback is that it is dull reading.
This problem could have been alleviated somewhat by the use
of more tables such as on pp. 105 and 106 and removing the
long litanies of names, dates, and figures from the narrative.
Florida historians will be disappointed except for the chapter
on southern demonstration in which the state is mentioned
several times.
MARTIN LAGODNA
University of South Florida
The Citizens’ Council: Organized Resistance to the Second
Reconstruction, 1954-1964. By Neil R. McMillen. (Urbana:
University of Illinois Press, 1971. xii, 397 pp. Prologue,
preface, illustrations, maps, epilogue, bibliographical note,
index. $10.95.)
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Professor McMillen presents a balanced, well-researched,
and fascinating study of the Citizens’ Council and its part in
organized resistance to integration of the races. The Citizens’
Council of America, a loose confederation of statewide segregation associations centered in the South, began its opposition
in 1954, following the supreme court ruling on the Brown case.
McMillen traces the development of the Citizens’ Council from
its inception in rural Sunflower County, Mississippi, to the
Councils’ general demise in 1964 in the face of federal pressure
for civil rights compliance.
The Second Reconstruction, an “all-out effort by the majority to impose its will upon a recalcitrant . . . minority region,”
was jeopardized by widespread white resistance which emphasized legal means of defiance and subtle forms of intimidation.
McMillen substantiates the Councils’ disavowal of lawlessness
by not finding “tangible” evidence that suggests the Council
either engaged in or overtly encouraged criminal acts. However,
this conclusion should be reappraised because activities of the
Council at Little Rock in 1957 and on numerous other occasions clearly indicate its implication in acts of terrorism and
reprisal designed to undermine black challenges to segregation.
The Council, a “respectable” group of patriotic, educated,
middle-class citizens, centered its efforts on influencing state
politics and upholding white supremacy. However, their vociferous advocacy of states’ rights and anti-communism led to
links with political groups of the radical right. Although exercising formidable influence over politics and enforcing rigid
conformity to racial orthodoxy, the Council, according to McMillen, was “frail protection against the leveling force of the
Second Reconstruction” and could no more “halt the march of
social change in an increasingly democratic and equalitarian society than it could restore . . . intellectual tenability to the old
dogmas of white supremacy.”
Council attempts at regional cooperation generally failed.
Florida, a peripheral southern state where economic, geographical, and political factors produced strong national ties,
established constructive methods of compliance with federal
edicts and began school desegregation by 1959. Despite pockets
of unyielding segregationist sentiment, the Association of
Citizens’ Councils of Florida was the least effective of all the
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Councils and possessed neither public influence nor popular
esteem.
With pertinent primary sources unavailable, McMillen is
forced to rely too heavily on press reports, Council publications,
and secondary sources, but he produces an excellent, valuable,
and objective work that is remarkably free of derogatory invective.
University of Florida

JULIAN M. PLEASANTS

North American Indians in Historical Perspective. Edited by
Eleanor B. Leacock and Nancy O. Lurie. (New York: Random House, 1970. xi, 498 pp. Preface, introduction, table,
maps, illustrations, index. $14.00.)
The study of the American Indian has taken on new dimensions in the last few years. Old concepts are being attacked
while new ones are being formulated. Now, wonder of wonders,
we have a distinguished international group of anthropologists
and ethnologists claiming to write about the American Indian
in “historical perspective.” While historians will undoubtedly
be cheered to discover that their old antagonists are finally
coming to their senses, such joy is premature. When one goes
beyond the title, very little historical perspective is evident.
Alas, the failure to show change operating through chronology
is still sadly missing. Perhaps they tried.
To say that anthropologists are not historians, or at least
good historians, does not indicate that their work lacks value.
In this instance, much is offered. The gathering of a series of
fourteen essays by the distinguished international group of researchers is an inspired concept. The fact that the genesis of the
idea came from a pair of Soviet scholars is a fascinating footnote. As is frequently true in a collection of this type, the
quality of the material varies considerably. The essay on the
coastal Algonkians by T. J. C. Brasser is especially impressive,
as is the work on the Tlingit Indians by Julia Averkieva of the
USSR. Others are nearly as good. On the other hand, Gene
Weltfish’s essay on the Plains Indians is rather spotty and disorganized. Some well-known scholars like Edward Dozier and
D’Arcy McNickle do their usual competent job of work.
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The basic theme that underlines all the essays is that of the
enormous impact of the civilizations of the Europeans and
Americans upon the varied civilizations of the American Indians. Various points made concerning the ways in which Indian peoples adjusted to this impact form the most valuable
portions of the work and, at their best, present an integrated
approach to the whole subject of Indian-white relationships.
However, it is directly in this area that the pedantic skills of
the historian could best be used. A stronger determination of
time and place, a broader concept of all the forces at work, and
an overview of the general processes governing civilizations
might have changed this from a highly intriguing work into
a masterpiece.
JOSEPH H. CASH
University of South Dakota
Big Brother’s Indian Programs— With Reservations. By Sar. A.
Levitan and Barbara Hetrick. (New York: McGraw-Hill
Book Co., 1971. xii, 228 pp. Preface, tables, index. $8.95.)
This work is not a historical treatise on American Indian
culture in the vein of Custer Died for Your Sins or Bury My
Heart at Wounded Knee. Rather, it is a report prepared under
a Ford Foundation grant to George Washington University’s
Center for Manpower Policy Studies, which focuses on “the
delivery of contemporary government programs for residents
of Indian reservations.” In treating the major problem areas
of Indian life — education, health, community development,
natural resources, and the economic and human potential of
reservation population — the authors do attempt to trace, however sketchily, past government efforts in these areas. Although
there has been an office of Indian affairs on the federal level
since 1824, the great bulk of meaningful programs for Indians
have come since World War II, especially during the “New
Frontier” and “Great Society” administrations of the 1960s.
Perforce the study is contemporary in nature, and it fills a
longstanding void in the literature on American Indians. By
collating data from the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) and
other governmental agencies, the authors provide the first
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reasonably comprehensive statement on national efforts to
assist the tribes into the mainstream of American life.
Although the authors mention the Seminole and Miccosukee
tribes of Florida but once, it should be noted that the native
peoples of this state are deriving massive benefits from federal
Indian programs. In recent years the Seminole Tribe has developed a viable cattle industry on the reservations, assigned
agricultural, oil, and commercial leases, and carried on its tourist oriented enterprises. With funds from these ventures the
tribal government has expanded housing, health and recreational facilities for the people, and continued educational and
other services begun under BIA auspices. Perhaps the most
dramatic break with federal paternalism came in 1971, when
the Miccosukee Tribe began to receive funds directly from
Washington, and the BIA closed its agency at Homestead. Now
tribal leaders allocate funds at the grass-roots level to meet the
needs of the people. Thus, both Florida tribes are in the vanguard of the Indian movement for self-determination and independence from “Big Brother.”
Florida Atlantic University

HARRY A. KERSEY, JR.

Georgia’s Last Frontier: The Development of Carroll County.
By James C. Bonner. (Athens: University of Georgia Press,
1971. xii, 236 pp. Preface, illustrations, notes, appendices,
bibliography, index. $7.50.)
This is a history of a Georgia county west of Atlanta since
its creation in 1826 out of the Creek Indian cession of that year,
with major emphasis on the county’s first century. The book
opens with a brief look at the Indian history of the area immediately prior to the 1826 cession and continues with the
settlement and development of small subsistance farm economy
and society. The county’s development continues through the
Civil War, Reconstruction, the rest of the century, and the
twentieth century. The treatment is roughly topical within a
chronological framework, with larger topical divisions after
Reconstruction.
While the county ceased being actual physical frontier
within two decades after it was created, its small farmer society
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clung to many frontier customs until the present century.
Besides farming there was some early gold mining and a gradual growth of small industry after Reconstruction. The greatest
changes have come in the twentieth century with improved
education and transportation and increasing domination of
the area by Atlanta’s economy and society. The county has
never been especially wealthy or outstanding in any way and
is thus perhaps a good “average” county to study.
Several excellent descriptions of Carrollton, the county seat,
and its physical growth are given. The contributions of many
leading citizens are noted. The treatment of the Agricultural
and Mechanical School founded in 1907-1908 and the development of the public school system are especially well done.
Otherwise institutional history is not fully developed, though
churches are treated. Viewpoints of the county’s population
are generally ignored. In most cases the book puts more emphasis on what happened rather than why it happened.
Census records, newspapers, county records, church records,
and state and local studies are the main sources used. Very
few private or business papers are used. This reviewer would
like to know more about many happenings, but he suspects that
an absence of adequate sources is mainly responsible for this
lack of information. The index is mainly a proper name index
with little inclusion of topical entries.
K ENNETH COLEMAN
University of Georgia

BOOK NOTES
The late Dr. Dorothy Kaucher made two substantial contributions to an historical understanding of Florida’s past. They Built
a City, the history of Lake Wales, was reviewed in the Florida
Historical Quarterly (April 1971). Her last book was The Suwannee. Her interest in the river began with a visit to the Stephen
Foster Memorial at White Springs. Dr. Kaucher investigated the
history, legends, and lives of the people who have lived along the
river which flows from the Okefenokee Swamp in southern
Georgia to the Gulf of Mexico. Of special interest are the many
pictures including several in color; the photographs of steamboats and pioneers are particularly good. The price is $3.95 and
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may be ordered from Mildred Kaucher, Route 2, Box 112, Lake
Wales 33583.
The purpose of Ghost Railroads of Sarasota County, by Elmer
G. Sulzer, is revealed in its subtitle: “‘An Account of the Abandoned Lands of the County and City.” The “Slow and Wobbly”
railroad, which ran from Bradentown to Sarasota, was the unsuccessful brainchild of J. Hamilton Gillespie who dreamed
of the rail line which he hoped would improve the financial
status of two impoverished British land companies. It was a
somewhat unusual railroad in that it failed to connect at either
end with any other track, although at Braidentown (the way it
was then spelled) passengers could embark on steamers for
Tampa. It was a leisurely but very uncomfortable way to travel.
The Turpentine Track, which ran from Manatee to Arcadia,
was originally hauled by a wood-burning locomotive. Later,
passenger duties were handled by a motor car six days a week,
and a steam-hauled mixed train operating every Wednesday. A
fifteen-mile per hour speed limit was established on this line.
Over the Tampa Southern’s abandoned route through Sarasota,
Manatee, and DeSoto counties once rolled lush passenger trains,
carrying travellers from New York and Chicago to Fort Myers
and Naples. When Ringling Brothers and Barnum & Bailey
Combined Shows moved its winter headquarters to Sarasota in
1927, rail connections became imperative, and the Tampa
Southern and the Seaboard built spur lines which remained in
operation until 1960 when the circus moved to Venice. This
monograph contains interesting pictures and several line drawings by Norman C. Miller, Jr., well known railroad artist. It
may be ordered from the Sarasota County Historical Commission, Court House, Sarasota, 33577.
Tampa, A Town on Its Own contains a brief account of
Tampa’s history from the days of the Spanish explorers to the
present. Major events in Tampa’s history are mentioned, including the Seminole Wars, Civil War, the Plant Railroad,
establishment of the cigar industry and the founding of Ybor
City, the Spanish-American War, the Gasparilla festival, the
land boom of the 1920s, and Tampa during World War II. The
booklet sells for $1.50, and it may be ordered from the Junior
League, Tampa.
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Like a Straight Pine Tree: Stories of Reconstruction Days in
Alabama and Florida, 1885-1971 is by David A. Avant who
wrote the account originally for his grandson. The author
describes his early life in southern Alabama where his father
farmed and ran a general store. Mr. Avant lived many years in
Quincy before moving to Tallahassee. His book is available from
L’Avant Studios, 207 West Park Avenue, Tallahassee, 32301.
Medical Nostalgia is by Dr. E. L. Rasmussen who began practicing in Fort Myers in 1910 and later moved to Coral Gables.
His autobiography tells of his activities as a medical student and
census taker before he accepted the invitation of Captain Fred
Mange and moved to Florida. Leaving Savannah, he traveled in
a Ford grocery van to Lake City following a series of trails
through the pine woods. It was another two-week trip to Arcadia,
where he was advised that he await the dry season before taking
off for Fort Myers. Starting from Punta Gorda. Dr. Rasmussen
used the railroad track as a highway, and he made the thirtyone mile journey into Fort Myers in eight hours. The book may
be ordered from Route 7, Box 208-A, Fort Myers Shores 33905. It
sells for $4.95.
John M. Erving’s Browsing Around Florida has as its subtitle,
An Adventure on a Shoestring. The reader is advised that the
guide is “not heavy with history” nor is complete “on purpose”
It does list many of the curious, entertaining, beautiful, and
exciting Florida places to be visited. To enjoy the guide one
needs a car, a road map, “and a special wanderlust that makes
you continually wonder what is beyond the next bend in the
road.” The sites to be included must meet certain criteria: they
must be available at no or low cost and have some real interest
for the visitor. The guide lists historic cemeteries, produce auctions, museums, farmers’ markets, horse farms, docks, baseball
training camps, Indian mounds, historic memorials, beaches,
rivers, and historic communities like St. Augustine and Ybor
City. The guide sells for $2.95; it is available from Erving’s
Publications, P. O. Box 1030-B, Kissimmee, Florida 32741.
Of interest to Florida historians is the reprint of the 1921
edition of the Letters and Journals of Thomas Wentworth Higginson 1846-1906, edited by Mary Thatcher Higginson. Higgin-
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son commanded the Federal forces which invaded Jacksonville
early in 1863, and the volume includes excerpts from letters
written from Florida. Available from Da Capo Press, New York
10011, the book sells for $15.00.
Soldier and Brave in the National Parks Service history series
is subtitled Historic Places Associated with Indian Affairs and the
Indian Wars in the Trans-Mississippi West. Part I outlines the
early penetration of the West by explorers, trappers, and traders,
and their relations with the Indians. The second describes 214
historic sites in twenty-four states, including Castillo de San
Marcos National Monument in St. Augustine. When the United
States acquired Florida in 1821, it occupied the castillo and
designated it as the Post of St. Augustine. Four years later it was
renamed Fort Marion. It served as a logistical base during the
Second Seminole War, and some of the captured chiefs, including
Osceola, were imprisoned there. Later, it again served as an
Indian prison. At the end of the Red River War (1874-1875),
more than seventy tribal leaders— mainly Kiowas, Comanches,
and Southern Cheyennes, but including two Arapahos and one
Caddo— were transported from Fort Sill, Oklahoma, to Fort
Marion. At first the Indians were shackled and confined in the
casements, but later their shackles were removed, and they were
allowed to move around the town and to seek employment in
nearby orange groves and packing houses. Fort Marion was
a prison again in 1886-1887 for some 500 Chiricahuas and Warm
Springs Apaches from Arizona. When they began dying in
alarming numbers in St. Augustine, they were moved to a reservation in Alabama. Later they were joined by Geronimo, Natchez, and twenty-six others who had been imprisoned at Fort
Pickens near Pensacola. Soldier and Brave may be ordered from
the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. Government Printing
Office, Washington, 20402; the price is $4.00.
The Negro on the American Frontier is a collection of
essays and articles by Kenneth Wiggins Porter. A large part of
the book deals with blacks on the southern frontier, and the
role they played in the Florida Seminole wars. Several of Professor Porter’s essays appeared originally in the Florida Historical Quarterly. Published by Arno Press of New York with a
preface by William Loren Katz, this book sells for $15.00.
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Frederic Remington and the Spanish-American War, by
Douglas Allen, is a collection of drawings that illustrated the
articles and published war dispatches of Richard Harding Davis.
Both men were proteges of William Randolph Hurst. This book
is filled with the sketches made on the spot, including those
showing the United States Cavalry training in Key West and
Tampa. When Remington arrived in Tampa he found a “city
chiefly composed of derelict houses drifting on an ocean of
sand.” The Tampa Bay Hotel was another matter. Richard
Harding Davis saw it as a conglomeration of gingerbread,
potted palms, and statuary, and so enormous that one could work
up an appetite simply by “walking from the rotunda to the
dining-room.” Davis’s account of the Tampa episodes of the
war were published in his book, The Cuban and Porto Rican
Campaigns (1898). Two of Remington’s articles on Florida were
published in Harper’s Monthly Magazine (November 1898) and
Harper’s Weekly (July 1899). Published by Crown Publishers,
419 Park Avenue South, New York 10016, the volume sells for
$10.00.
The Black Military Experience in the American West, edited
by John M. Carroll, begins with the legend of Estavan, “the
black conquistador,” one of the four survivors of the ill-fated
Narváez expedition which arrived at Tampa Bay in 1528. Escorted to Mexico City after his rescue, Estavan told an incredible
tale of deprivation, agony, and endurance, but he also claimed
that Indians had once shown him the trail leading to great
fabled cities of gold in the Southwest. Estavan was selected as
the guide to these cities. Dressed as a conquistador, and accompanied by two sleek greyhounds, Indian servants who carried his personal dinner service in their packs, and a bevy of
women, Estavan marched forth into the wilderness. There he
met a grisly end at the hands of the Zuna Indians. Another black
who figures in the history of the West was Yor, a little-known
member of the Lewis and Clark expedition. He fascinated the
Indians along the way who were seeing a black man for the
first time. Believing him to be painted, they tried to rub the
“paint” off his body. An article by Kenneth Wiggins Porter,
“The Seminole-Negro Indian Scout, 1870-1881,” is included.
These scouts were descendants of the Florida Seminoles who
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were transported West durng the 1830s. The book includes a
large collection of black military art. Many of the paintings are
by Frederic Remington, The book was published by Liveright,
386 Park Avenue South, New York 10016, and it sells for
$17.50.
Hakluyt’s Voyages to the New World is a paperback volume
in the American History Landmarks series, edited by David Freeman Hawke, and published by Bobbs-Merrill Company (Indianapolis and New York). In the selection from Hakluyt’s
writings, there are several relating to Florida, including the
description of Drake’s 1586 attack on St. Augustine.
The White Response to Black Emancipation, by Sig Synnestvedt, is a brief history that examines important aspects of race
relations since Reconstruction. The author reveals the lack of
response to black attempts to achieve social and political equality. Published by MacMillan Company, New York, this paperback volume sells for $3.95.
Red Man’s America is a revised edition of the history of the
American Indians by Ruth Murray Underhill. Published originally in 1953, this volume corrects some earlier errors, reinterprets some facts, and includes new data unearthed by recent
scholarship. Information on the southeastern Indians— the Seminoles, Creeks, Choctaw, and Cherokees— is included. This paperback, published by the University of Chicago Press, sells for
$3.95.
During the fall and winter of 1851-1852, Moritz Busch, a German journalist, traveled through mid-America, Ohio and Kentucky, recording his impressions of the country and its people.
Written in German, the manuscript has been translated and
edited by Norman H. Binger. Travels Between the Hudson and
the Mississippi, 1851-1852 was published by the University Press
of Kentucky; it sells for $12.50.
The Historian’s Handbook: A Descriptive Guide to Reference Works, by Helen J. Poulton, with the assistance of Marguerite S. Howland, is designed to aid social sciences students
and scholars. It surveys a variety of reference works in all fields
of history and allied disciplines. Its listing of library aids in
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the first chapter is very useful, as well as the title index at
the end. It includes national library catalogues, trade bibliographies, guides, manuals, and bibliographies of history, encyclopedias and dictionaries, almanacs, yearbooks, statistical handbooks and surveys, serials and newspapers, geographical aids, biographical materials, theses and dissertations, manuscripts, and
oral history transcripts. Published by the University of Oklahoma Press, the book sells for $4.95.
Thomas Jefferson Redivivus is a handsome volume utilizing
over 100 photographs, many in color, of the buildings and
places associated with Jefferson during his boyhood and youth
in Virginia, at the time of the American Revolution, when
he was America’s representative in France, and in his later years
at Monticello when he was revered as one of the country’s
most influential and distinguished statesmen. The text, edited
by Wendell D. Garrett, is a judicious blending of Jefferson’s
own words together with appropriate comment. Joseph C. Farber, the photographer, is one of the country’s best. His pictures
are exhibited in many museums, and they have been published
in several books. This volume, published by Barre Publishing
Company, South Street, Barre, Massachusetts, 01005, sells for
$25.00.
Napoleon III and Mexico: American Triumph over Monarchy is by Alfred Jackson Hanna and the late Kathryn Abbey
Hanna, two of Florida’s most distinguished historians and
scholars. On a research trip to Mexico in the 1940s, the authors
found the long lost Maximilian archives that had not been
transferred to Austria, and they began an investigation which
eventually took them to South America, Canada, England,
France, and to leading American depositories and libraries. General Edmund Kirby-Smith, a Floridian and the Confederate commander of the Trans-Mississippi Department, corresponded with
Maximilian and sent a representative to Mexico to inform the
government that if an “unexampled catastrophe” befell the Confederacy, asylum would be sought at the imperial court. After
Lee’s surrender Kirby-Smith offered 9,000 Missourians and some
10,000 other Confederates who “would gladly rally around any
flag that promises to lead them to battle against their former
foe.” The Confederate debacle as it turned out created many
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serious problems for Maximilian. The Kirby-Smith matter is
only one of many which are included in this study. This book
was published by the University of North Carolina Press, Chapel
Hill 27514; it sells for $11.25.
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HISTORY NEWS
The Annual Meeting
The Florida Historical Society will hold its seventy-first
annual meeting in Fort Pierce, May 10-12, 1973, at the Port St.
Lucie Hilton Hotel. The St. Lucie Historical Society and the
Indian River Area Historical Commission will be the host
organizations. Dr. E. Ashby Hammond, University of Florida,
and Dr. Thelma Peters, Miami, are in charge of the program,
and they invite anyone interested in reading a paper to correspond with them. Dr. Hammond’s address is P. K. Yonge Library
of Florida History, 404 Library West, University of Florida,
Gainesville 32601. Dr. Peters is at 11357 N.E. West Biscayne
Canal Road, Miami 33161.
Arthur W. Thompson Memorial Prize in Florida History
Eugene Lyon of the history and social sciences faculty, Indian
River Community College, Fort Pierce, is the 1971-1972 recipient of the Arthur W. Thompson Prize for his article, “The Captives of Florida,” which appeared in the Florida Historical
Quarterly, July 1971. The presentation was made at the Florida
Historical Society’s annual meeting, May 13, 1972, in Jacksonville. The prize of $100 is given annually for the best article appearing in the Quarterly. Professor Lyon holds degrees from the
University of Florida and the University of Denver, and is presently working on his doctorate at the University of Florida. He
served as city manager of Vero Beach before accepting a teaching
appointment at Indian River Community College. The judges
making the selection were Professors Donald Curl, Florida Atlantic University, George E. Buker, Jacksonville University, and
E. A. Hammond, University of Florida. The award honors the
late Professor Thompson, formerly a member of the history department, University of Florida, and it was made possible by an
endowment established by his family.
Rembert W. Patrick Memorial Book Award
Dr. Charlton Tebeau, professor emeritus, University of Miami, is the 1971-1972 recipient of the Patrick Award for his

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol51/iss1/1

108

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 51, Number 1
H ISTORY N EWS

101

History of Florida, published by the University of Miami Press.
Dr. Tebeau has written a number of books on Florida. He has
served as president of the Florida Historical Society and is a
member of the editorial board of the Florida Historical Quarterly. He is also editor of Tequesta, published by the Historical
Association of Southern Florida, and Carrel, published by the
Friends of the University of Miami Library. The award memorializes Professor Patrick, who served as editor of the Florida
Historical Quarterly. Judges were Professors William Warren
Rogers, Florida State University, and Michael Gannon and John
Mahon, University of Florida. When Professor Tebeau was presented the award of $100 by Miss Margaret Chapman, Queens
College, Charlotte, North Carolina, he announced that he was
returning his check as part of a larger gift to the Society to make
possible a new annual book award, It will recognize the best
Florida book for young people published each year. The first
presentation of this award will be made at the annual meeting
in May 1973.
Award of Merit
Elizabeth F. Smith of Crawfordville received the 1971-1972
Award of Merit for Excellence in Presenting Florida History
Through News Media for her publication, The Magnolia
Monthly. Mrs. Smith was also recognized for her Wakulla
County Pioneers, A Tale of Three Tombstones, and her newspaper articles on Florida history. The award was made by Milton
D. Jones of Clearwater, the donor of this award, at the annual
meeting in Jacksonville, May 13.
Mary MacRae History Award
Under the auspices of Tom Knotts of Yankeetown, an award
has been established at the Central Florida Community College
honoring Mrs. Mary MacRae, the outstanding citizen-historian
of Citrus County. Mrs. MacRae, a former member of the board
of directors of the Florida Historical Society, was recognized by
the American Association for State and Local History in 1970
for her many years of dedicated service to the preservation and
interpretation of local history. Each year a plaque and a government bond will be presented at the Central Florida Community
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College’s Honors Day to the student writing the outstanding
paper on some phase of the history of the tri-county area of
Marion, Citrus, and Levy. The first winner of the history award
was Ann Hay for her paper, “Crystal River: River of Hope, Adventure, and Life.” Professor Ernest H. Jernigan, chairman of
the Social Sciences Department of the College, was chairman of
the judges committee.
Announcements and Activities
The Florida Historical Quarterly will publish in its History
News section (space permitting) information about the officers,
programs, special activities, and speakers of Florida’s local and
regional historical societies and commissions. Newsletters, copies
of minutes, and/or newspaper clippings should be sent to the
Editor of the Quarterly, Box 14045, University Station, Gainesville.
The Florida Anthropological Society held its twenty-fourth
annual meeting at the Langford Hotel, Winter Park, March
18, 1972. Reading papers were Ripley P. Bullen and Tom
Hemmings, Florida State Museum; D. L. VonBurger, Museum of
Apopkans; Lee Feder, Suncoast Archaeological Society; Bert
Mowers, Kipp White, and Wilma Williams, Broward County
Archeological Society; G. E. Huggins, Edison Junior College;
James W. Covington, University of Tampa; and George W.
Percy, James Whittington, Terry Bias, J. Anthony Paredes, and
Kaye Lenihan, Florida State University. John W. Griffin, director, Historic St. Augustine Preservation Board, spoke at the
banquet on “Archeology in Everglades National Park.” Carl A.
Benson, president, presided at the business meeting. William M.
Goza of Clearwater and former president of the Florida Historical Society was installed as president for 1972. Other officers are
George Magruder and John W. Griffin, vice-presidents; Cliff
Mattox, secretary; Leon S. Reyniers, treasurer; and Ripley P.
Bullen, editor-resident manager. The executive committee includes Yulee Lazarus, Wilma B. Williams, Thomas H. Gouchnour, Charles Hoffman, and Ben I. Waller.
The United States Department of the Interior has designated
the Cathedral of St. Augustine as a national historical monu-

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol51/iss1/1

110

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 51, Number 1
H ISTORY N EWS

103

ment. Bishop John J. Fitzpatrick, bishop of Brownsville, Texas,
and former auxiliary bishop of the archdiocese of Miami,
traced the history of the Cathedral during the Mass celebrating
traced the history of the Cathedral in his sermon, March 15,
1972, and Bishop Paul F. Tannor of the Diocese of St. Augustine
accepted the placque.
The Florida Heritage Foundation and the Tallahassee Junior
League have opened the Bellevue Murat House as Tallahassee’s
first historical museum.
The Regional Archives Branch, Federal Records Center, East
Point, Georgia, announces the appointment of Gayle P. Peters
as chief archivist. Mr. Peters is an historian and formerly was
archivist at the Lyndon B. Johnson Presidential Library. The
regional archives includes records dating from the eighteenth
century for federal agencies and courts which operated in the
southern area. Professor Herbert J. Doherty, Jr., former president
of the Florida Historical Society, is the Florida representative on
the Regional Archives Advisory Council.
The Florida State Museum, University of Florida, is publishing a Newsletter which includes articles on the activities of
their departments of natural sciences, social science, and interpretation. The first issue of the Newsletter (March 1972) notes the
discovery of an Indian ceremonial site and village south of
Gainesville near Micanopy and describes the underwater survey
of the Withlacoochee River in west-central Florida.
The Southern Labor Archives at Georgia State University
has published a list of its holdings which is available on request
from the Archives, 104 Decatur Street, S.E., Atlanta, Georgia
30303. Several of the collections relate directly to the history
of the labor movement in Florida. The Papers of David Herman
(1954-1967) include material on union activities in Miami and
the Cuban Federation of Labor. The records (1949-1970) of the
director of the AFL-CIO Region VI concerns organizing activities
in Alabama, Georgia, and Florida during the 1960s. David B.
Gracy II is the archivist in charge of this research library.
The Papers of Benjamin Henry Latrobe is conducting a
search for Latrobe documents, drawings, and plans outside
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the Maryland Historical Society to be microfilmed and for a
letterpress edition of his works. Latrobe executed commissions
throughout the United States including the New Orleans area.
In addition, he carried on an extensive professional and personal
correspondence with individuals in every part of the nation.
Persons or institutions owning or knowing the whereabouts of
Latrobe works may write to Edward C. Carter II, Maryland
Historical Society, 201 West Monument Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21201.
A new and comprehensive edition of the papers of Andrew
Jackson is in preparation under the sponsorship of The Ladies’
Hermitage Association, The University of Tennessee at Nashville,
the Tennessee Historical Commission, and the National Historical Publications Commission. All extant Jackson letters and
documents, those written by him and those written to him, are
needed. Anyone possessing such materials is asked to write to
Dr. Sam B. Smith, editor, The Papers of Andrew Jackson, Route
No. 4, Rachel’s Lane, Hermitage, Tennessee 37076.
Local Societies and Commissions
Alachua County Historical Society: Dr. Samuel Proctor, editor of
the Quarterly, spoke at the April meeting on plans for Florida’s
observance of the American Bicentennial. He suggested projects
for the Society including publication of a history of Gainesville
and Alachua County. On May 7, the members toured several of
the historic buildings and residences of Gainesville and were
entertained afterwards at a reception at the Chris Matheson
home, the community’s second oldest residence. Norman LaCoe,
a Gainesville attorney, identified and discussed “Old Forts of
Alachua County” at the meeting, May 30. Mrs. Helen Ellerbe
was recognized for her service to the Society and was made a
life member. Officers elected were John Opdyke, president; Merlin Cox, vice-president; and M. H. Latour, secretary-treasurer.
Norman LaCoe and William Weaver were added to the board
of directors, and Mrs. Ellerbe was named historian.
Apopka Historical Society: Mrs. Elizabeth Grossenback is president of the newly organized Society whose purpose is to collect
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documents, pictures, and artifacts associated with the history
of the community. It will also catalogue and seek to protect
historic buildings and sites.
Bradford County Historical Society: Restoration of the county
courthouse building in Starke is the major project of the Society.
Preservation efforts have been spearheaded by Jim Bloodworth,
president of the Society, Gene Matthews, publisher of the Bradford County Telegraph, and Mrs. Jewell Roberts of the United
Daughters of the Confederacy. The building will be utilized as
a historical museum and as a meeting place for the historical
society and other community organizations.
Dunedin Historical Society: George R. Ferguson of New Port
Richey was the program speaker, April 10, 1972, at a meeting at
the Dunedin Country Club. He talked on “Indians of Pinellas
County from 20,000 B.C. to the Present,” the subject of his forthcoming book. A committee is cataloguing local buildings to determine those worthy of preservation. Andrews Memorial Chapel
is being placed on the National Register of Historic Places. The
Society is also seeking to obtain the railroad station on Main
Street for use as an historical museum.
Fort Myers Heritage Society: Recently organized, the Society will
attempt to preserve historic homes and sites in the community
and to establish a historical museum. A committee representing
the Fort Myers Collectors’Club, the Woman’s Community Club,
and the Southwest Florida Historical Society has been appointed.
Historical Association of Southern Florida: “Growing up with
Coral Gables” was the subject of the talk by Dr. Melanie Rosborough at the program meeting March 7 at the Museum of
Science auditorium. Elected at the annual meeting, April 19,
were John C. Harrison, president; Edward H. Thompson and
Mrs. Edward C. Grafton, vice-presidents; Mrs. Robert L. Parks,
recording secretary; Dr. Thelma Peters, corresponding secretary;
and Jack G. Admire, treasurer. Mrs. Finley L. Matheson and
Mrs. Stanley E. Ross were co-chairmen of the annual benefit
party, April 30, at which time visits were made to the old school
house at Plymouth Church and the pagoda at Ransom School.
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Historical Society of Okaloosa and Walton Counties: Walker
Spence described early days in and around Boggy Bayou at the
February 27 meeting at the museum in Valparaiso. At a meeting
in March, Dan Merrill moderated a discussion by pioneer residents of Laurel Hill, and Richard Hagan, of the Historic Pensacola Preservation Board, spoke at the April 27 meeting which
met at the Okaloosa-Walton Community College. The Society
publishes a monthly newsletter, and it is accessioning its collection of books, manuscripts, photographs, newspapers, and
artifacts.
Jacksonville Historical Society: Professor Arthur O. White, University of Florida, spoke on “William Sheats: Florida’s Little
Giant of Education,” at a meeting, May 24. The Society was host
for the annual meeting of the Florida Historical Society, May
11-13, in Jacksonville. John B. Turner, Jr., and Frank Taylor
were in charge of arrangements, and Dena Snodgrass was chairman of the program committee. An historic marker at Millers
Creek on the south side of Atlantic Boulevard has been dedicated
to note the settlement of David Solomon Hill Miller, the surveyor of Jacksonville’s streets when it was founded in 1822.
Brigadier General Stoyte O. Ross (ret.) is president of the
Society. Other officers are John Tillman and William M. Bliss,
vice-presidents; Frances C. Nixon, treasurer; Mrs. W. E. Perkins
and Mrs. Carl P. Sasnett, secretaries; Audrey Broward, archivist;
and Dena Snodgrass, historian. Board members include Hal W.
Moore, Dr. C. P. Cleveland, Dean Boggs, Richard Brooke, Jr.,
Malachi Haughton, Jr., C. Harvey Peacock, John J. Powell,
Robert L. Rhodes, and Frank Taylor, Jr.
Orange County Historical Society: At an organizational meeting,
January 20, 1972, at the Museum, 27 East Central Street, Donald
A. Cheney, chairman of the Orange County Historical Commission, was elected president. Roland Dean and Dorothy Pratt
were named vice presidents. The board includes William Beardall, Jenkins Dolive, Clara Evans, Joseph S. Guernsey, Joseph W.
Magee, Sr., Mrs. Dewey Vic Mathews, Robert T. Overstreet,
James K. Rush, Ley H. Smith, Juanita Tucker, and Clara Wendel. The Society’s major project is to erect a building in Loch
Haven Park to house the papers, books, documents, pictures,

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol51/iss1/1

114

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 51, Number 1
H ISTORY N EWS

107

and artifacts and memorabilia associated with the history of
Orlando and Orange County.
Key West Art and Historical Society: The annual spring art
festival exhibiting the work of artist members opened at historic
East Martello Tower on March 21. Another exhibit of water
colors, oils, and pastels began April 18.
Palm Beach County Historical Society: Mary Linehan discussed
“‘Early Days in Lantana” at the February meeting at Whitehall,
the Henry Morrison Flagler Museum in Palm Beach. Eugene
Lyon of the Indian River Community College talked on “Early
Indian Life from Juniper Inlet to Cape Canaveral,” at the
March Meeting. Thomas S. Kenan III, great-nephew of Mrs.
Henry M. Flagler, described “Anecdotes on the Flagler Family”
at the meeting April 20. Miss Dina Merrill on behalf of her
mother, Mrs. Merriweather Post, presented the Society a model
of Sea Cloud, Mrs. Post’s yacht. Serving as officers are Arthur
Barrow, president; Dr. Samuel Lindsey and Judge James Knott,
vice-presidents; James Watt, secretary; David A. Forshay and
Kenneth Van de Hulse, treasurer and assistant treasurer; and
Maxine W. Banash, librarian. An open house was held at Whitehall in February with more than 5,000 people attending.
Peace River Velley Historical Society: Randy F. Nimnicht, Florida Division of Archives, History and Records Management,
described the state’s preservation program at the March 28
meeting in Pioneer Park, Zolfo Springs. David A. Forshay of
the Palm Beach Junior College and board member of the
Florida Historical Society spoke at the meeting on April 28. The
Society held a picnic-barbeque at Liverpool on May 20.
Pensacola Historical Society: Wright Reese described the history
of Pensacola banking at the March 20 meeting. Jesse Barfield,
former registrar of the Pensacola Junior College, detailed the
history of the college at the April 17 meeting, and on May 15,
the members heard Miss Lucia Tryon speak on the history of
the Pensacola Library. Officers installed at the April meeting
include Mrs. E. P. Nickinson and Lucia Tryon, vice-presidents;
Katherine Walker, recording secretary; and Mrs. Jerome F. Bear,
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corresponding secretary. New board members are Mrs. Leslie
Bogan, Mrs. R. M. Pyle, A. C. Blount, Henry Cary, and Vern
Moss. Mrs. Charles Blanchard is president. The museum entertained more than 2,000 visitors in March, and 1,000 Pensacola
and Escambia County students viewed the displays in April.
Pinellas County Historical Commission: Fifty-year certificates
have been presented to Paul F. Randolph, Inc., and the Bilgore
Groves recognizing their half century of operations in the area.
Walter P. Fuller described his book, St. Petersburg and Its
People, at the meeting March 15, and Steven Carter of Clearwater was the speaker at the April meeting.
Safety Harbor Area Historical Society: Roger P. Stewart, director
of the Hillsborough County Pollution Control Commission, described the activities of his agency at the March 22 meeting. Dr.
Ernest Brunner talked on “International Treasure Hunting” at
the April 26 meeting, and Judge O. L. Dayton, Jr., Stetson University Law School, discussed “Florida Political Figures of the
Past” on May 24.
St. Augustine Historical Society: Luis R. Arana, historian of the
Castillo de San Marcos National Monument, detailed the history
of the Castillo and the development of the national park system
at the April 11 meeting in the Art Association Gallery. The
January 1972 number of El Escribano, published by the Society,
carried an article on the Castillo de San Marcos tricentennial
(1672-1972). The journal also included articles by Professor
Claude C. Sturgill, University of Florida, on “Troop Utilization
in the Garrison at St. Augustine, 1763-1769,” and “Don Manuel
de Cendoya and Castillo de San Marcos, 1671-1673,” by Luis R.
and Eugenia B. Arana, editors. On May 20, the Society entertained the participants of the Florida Bicentennial Symposium
at a reception at the Oldest House. The symposium, sponsored
by the American Revolution Bicentennial Commission of Florida,
was held at the University of Florida, May 18-20. The staff of
the Historic St. Augustine Preservation Board and the Castillo
National Monument took the visitors on a tour of the Castillo
and the historic area prior to the reception. Officers of the
Society are N. Putnam Calhoun, president; Hubert Carcaba,
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vice-president; W. J. Winter, secretary; Roy O. Barns, treasurer;
and Luis R. Arana, librarian. Directors are Carleton I. Calkin,
Andrew J. McGhin, Frank D. Upchurch, Sr., Mrs. Charles E.
Walker, W. L. Pellicer, W. W. Wilson, Milton E. Bacon, Norton
Baskin, W. I. Drysdale, and Michael V. Gannon. J. Carver
Harris is general manager of the Society.
St. Lucie Historical Society: Charles Gibbons, Jr., discussed the
history of his family and their activities as pioneer pineapple
and citrus growers at the March 21 meeting. Randy F. Nimnicht,
Division of Archives, History, and Records Management, spoke
on Florida’s historical and architectural preservation program
at the April 18 meeting. Eugene Lyon, Indian River Community
College, was the speaker at the May 16 meeting.
Southwest Florida Historical Society: Russell Kay, Grover Hackney, Clyde Taylor, and Milton Thompson, at the April 13 meeting, described how they and twenty-two other men made a historic trip in 1923 through the Everglades from Naples to Miami.
A description of this journey is published in the April 1972
number of the “Caloosa Quarterly” and in the January 1971 issue
of the Florida Historical Quarterly. Randy F. Nimnicht of the Division of Archives, History and Records Management discussed
Florida plans for preserving landmarks, historic sites, and buildings at the June 8 meeting. The Society is considering the republication of Karl Grismer’s Story of Fort Myers, but no final decision has been made. On May 13, the twenty-second annual Pioneer Club held a picnic honoring half-century residents of Lee,
Hendry, and Colier counties, and Southwest Florida Historical
Society members helped with arrangements and registration.
Tarpon Springs Area Historical Society: Michel G. Emmanuel of
Tampa and a member of the board of directors of the Florida
Historical Society was the speaker at the May 18 meeting. Back
issues of the Tarpon Springs Leader have been microfilmed by
the P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, University of Florida,
and the Society has secured copies of the microfilm and a microfilm reader. Officers are H. W. Craig, president; Mrs. W. L. Cobb,
vice-president; Grace Rolfe, treasurer; and Eleanor Burnham
and Gertrude Stoughton, secretaries. Board members are Thomas
Craig, Donald F. Quimby, H. M. Salley, and Marie Tipping. Ad-
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visors are Easton Albaugh, Dr. T. D. Diamandis, E. C. Hoffman,
and William J. Mack. An honorary life membership in the Society has been given to Robert F. Pent, author of the first history
of Tarpon Springs.
Volusia County Historical Society: The ancestral home of Frank
Bushnell has been donated by the Mackle Corporation to the
Society. The building which dates to 1842 will be reconstructed
in DeLand.
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GREAT EXPECTATIONS. . . . . .
1972

Sept. 19-22

American Association for Providence, R.I.
State and Local History

Oct. 26-29

National Trust for Historic Washington, DC.
Preservation

Nov. 10-11

National Oral History
Colloquim

Austin, Texas

Nov. 15-18

Southern Historical
Association

Hollywood, Fla.

1973
Dec.
May 10-12

Gulf Coast History and
Humanities Conference

Pensacola

FLORIDA HISTORICAL
SOCIETY— 71st
ANNUAL MEETING

Port St. Lucie Hilton
Fort Pierce

Published by STARS, 1972

119

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 51 [1972], No. 1, Art. 1

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol51/iss1/1

120

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 51, Number 1

THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF FLORIDA, 1856
THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, successor, 1902
THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, incorporated, 1905

O FFICERS
JOHN E. J OHNS , president
M ILTON D. J ONES , president-elect
T HELMA P ETERS , vice-president
MRS . M ILTON D. J ONES , recording secretary
M ARY J ANE K UHL , executive secretary and librarian
S AMUEL P ROCTOR , editor, The Quarterly
D IRECTORS
W ILLIAM B EVIS
A UDREY B ROWARD
JA MES C. C RAIG , ex officio
DONALD W. CURL
MICHEL G. E MMANUEL
DAVID A. FORSHAY
B YRON S. H OLLINSHEAD
JAY I. K ISLAK

E UGENE L YON
A NTHONY P. P IZZO
SISTER ELIZABETH ANN RICE, O.P.
J ERRELL S HOFNER
NORMAN SIMONS
R ORERT H. S PIRO
CHARLTON W. T EBEAU
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